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HISTORY 
OF THE 
At th e annual meeting of the Directors of the Genera l Ho pita! Society of 
Co nn ect ic ut , held Apri l 21st, 1876, Dr. P. A. Jewett was appointed to pre-
pare a history of the Hospital for the first half cen tury ot its existence, 
which terminates in May next. Attest: 
C. A. LINDSLEY, Secreta':V· 
At the session of the General Assembly held in May, 
1826, a petition was presented for a charter of th e General 
H osp ital Society of Connecticut. As th ere is no record 
with refe rence to thi s, th e elate cannot be given. The 
first recorded action found to ex ist is th at of th e Medical 
Association o f this city; and is in the following words, 
in th e handwriting o f Dr. V. M. Dow. 
At a meeting of the Medi cal Assoc iation of New Haven, 8th May. 1826, at 
th e house of Dr. J. Skinner, 
Voted, That a commi ttee of six be appo inted to solic it s ub scrip ti ons for 
th ~ hos pital, a nd that said comm ittee consist of Doctors J. Skinner, Eli 
lves, S. Punderson, T. P. Beers, J. Knight and V. M. Dow. 
ART. 1. The hospita l shall be styled the Gene ral H osp ital of Co nnec ti cu t. 
ART. 2. The hospital sha ll be a charitab le institution, and no phys icia n or 
s urgeon shall receive any compensat ic. n for his services. 
ART. 3. Wealthy pati ents shall not be received to the exclusion of charity 
patients; and when received, shall pay to th e hospi tal funds as th e board of 
managers shall direct. 
ART. 4. It shall be the duty of th e commi ttee to asce rt a in the sum paid by 
seamen of thi s port as hosp ital money, and to soli cit th e govern ment of th e 
U nited States to es tab li sh a marine hospita l, to be connected with the ge n-
e ral State Hospital. 
ART. 5· Every individ ua l or corporation paying one hundred dollars, may 
at all tim es name one indi vid ual, who shall be received into the hosp ital and 
receive medical and surgical advice and a ttend ance and operations, g ratis, 
for three weeks ann ually, and in the same proportion for a la rge r s um . 
ART. 6. A society or co rporation shall be formed consisting of those sub. 
scribers whose donations shall amo unt to th e following sums, viz: Those 
who pay $20 shall be members for life, and those who pay $r2 shall be mem-
bers for ten yea rs; those who pay $2 shall be me·11bers of th e soc ie ty so long 
as th ey continue to pay that sum a nnually. 
ART. 7· Every person subsc ri b ing $2 sha ll be en tit led to one vo te, a nd 
for a larger sum in proportion. 
ART. 8. Th e President and Fellows of the Medical Socie ty of Connecticut 
shall be ex-officio members of thi s society. 
ART. 9· A ny person s ubscribing $roo shall be a Vice Presi d ent for life; 
a ny person subsc ri bing $so shall be a Direc tor for lite. 
V . M. DOW, Clerk. 
Fifty years ago, on th e 26th day of May, the General 
Asse mbly of th e S tate of Connecticut passed th e follow-
ing Acl to es tab li sh a State H ospital: 
CHARTER OF THE GENERAL HOSPITAL SOCIETY OF 
CONNECTICU T. 
At a Gmeral A ssembly of the State of Connecticut, /widen at New Haven in said 
State, on the first W ednesday of May, in the yem· of our Lord one thousand 
eig!zt /umdred and twenty-six. 
AN ACT TO ESTAB LI SH A STATE HOSPITAL. 
' B e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly 
convened: That Nathan Sm ith , Thomas Hubbard, Eli Todd, John S. P eters, 
Benjamin Si lliman, Thomas Mine r, William Leffingwell, John Skinn er, Eli 
lves, Jona th an Knight, and a ll such persons as a re, or fro~ time to tim e 
may be associa ted with th em for the purpose of es tab li shing a nd maintaining 
a General Hospital in the city of New Haven, a nd their s uccessors be, a nd 
th ey he reby a re incorporated for said purpose, a nd made a body politi c by 
th e name of the "GENERAL H OSP tTAL SOCIETY OF CONNECTICUT," a nd by 
tha t nam e shall be capable of su ing and being sued, pleading and bei ng im-
p leaded, and may purchase, hold, sell and convey estate, real and perso nal, 
to an amount not exceed ing fifteen tho usand dollars, to be holden by sa id 
socie ty, at any ti me; may have a common seal , and the same may a lter and 
change at pleasure; and may make a nd execute such by-laws and regula-
tions, not co ntrary to the laws of this Sta te, or of the United Sta tes, as shall 
be deemed necessary for well orde ring a nd cond ucting the co ncern s of th e 
Socie ty. 
SEc. 2. That said society shall be governed by th e principles of the Co n-
stitu ti on, comprised in th e fo ll owi ng articles: 
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CONSTITUTION O r THE GENERAL HOSP ITAL SOC IETY OF CONNECTI CUT. 
ART. I. The Ge ne ral Hospital Soc iety of Conn ec li cut shall be com posed 
of those s ubsc ribers whose be nefac ti o ns a mount 10 eithe r of th e s ubseq uent 
sums: Th ose who pay lw enty d oll a rs, shall be members for life; a nd !hose 
who pay !welve dollars , shall be membe rs for ten ye:Hs; th ose who pay two 
d o ll a rs sha ll al so be membe rs , and sha ll be required to pay !he sa me a nnu-
a lly, until !heir nam es a re withdrawn fro m the s ubsc ribe rs' li s t, on appli ca -
ti on to !he Sec reta ry. Th e Pres id e nt a nd F e ll ows of !he Conn ec ti c ut 
M edical Soc ie!y, sha ll be ex-o.flic£o members of the soc ie ty. 
II. The membe rs of the socie ty sha ll mee t a nnu all y for th e choice of 
Direc tors, a nd fo r the transac ti on of a ny o th e r bu siness not de lega ted to it s 
office rs . 
III. Th e re shall be two classes of Direc tors, o ne to hold !heir o ffi ce 
for life, the o th e r annu ally appointed . Those s ubsc ribers who pay o ne hun -
dred doll a rs , or a n equi va lent a nnuity, o r twe nty-five do ll ars :1. nnu ally for 
five yea rs, shall be Direc tors fo r life. At leas t te n Directo rs shall be an nu-
ally chose n by th e soc ie ty by ball o t, a nd in all cases as many as sha ll eq ua l 
the numbe r by subscri pli o n. 
IV . The re shall be an a nnu a l mee ting of the D irec tors, a t whi ch s ix 
sha ll cons titute a qu orum to choose a P res ident , Vice Pres id en t, Treasurer, 
Sec reta ry, Prud e nti al Committee, Vi s ito rs , a tt e nd ing P hys ic ia ns and Sur-
geons, a nd s uch o ther offi ce rs as may be necessary . 
V . Th¥ 1ec ted Vice Pres id ent sha ll have th e pri vil eges of a Direc tor. 
Those pe rsons who pay two hundred doll a rs, sha ll be Vi ce Pres idents fo r 
life. 
VI. Th e Treasure r having g iven ad equ a te sec urity for th e faithful dis-
charge of hi s duti es, shall receive th e funds of th e soc ie ty a nd pay th e same 
to the o rd e r of the Prud e ntial Committee. He shall prese nt a copy of hi s 
accounts P. very qu art er to th e Prud enti al Co mmittee, a nd eve ry yea r present 
a finan cial re po rt to the soc iety. 
Vri. The Secretary shall keep a n acc urate register of the me mbe rs of 
the soci ety fo r each year , a nd reco rd the transac ti o ns of both socie ty a nd 
Directo rs ; he sha ll a lso re port a t each mee ting of the soc ie ty th e na mes of 
those, who, during the preceding year have become membe rs of the Socie ty, 
a nd also of th ose who have withdra wn th eir patronage. 
VI I. The Prud enti al Committee sha ll co nsist of three ; they shall be 
s ubjec t to the regula tio ns of th e Direc to rs: manage the eco nomi ca l a nd 
fin a ncial con cern s of th e hospital, a nd shall mee t as oft e n :ts th ere may be 
occasio n, to regul ate th e ad mi ssio n a nd di scharge of pa ti e nts, a nd for th e 
transac tion of the ordin ary bu s in ess of the hosp ital. They sha ll a udit the 
Treas urer' s acco unts , and repo rt according ly a t the a nnu al mee!ing of th e 
Directors . 
IX. The Vi s ito rs shall be s ix in number, of whom two a t leas t, shall 
visit the hosp ital every monlh , and as frequ ently as they may d eem p rope r. 
They shall inquire into the eco nomi cal a nd moral concerns of the hospita l ; 
s ugg es t improve me nts, and d es ig na te abuses, in a repo rt every two mon ths, 
tu !he Prud e nti al Co mmitlee. 
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X. A Boa rd of Physic ians and Surgeons, consisting of six in number, 
shall be elec ted by the Direc tors at th eir annual mee ting. The a tt e nding 
physicians a nd surgeons shall rece ive no compensation for their services. 
XI. Admission of Patients.-The hospital shall be a cha ritabl e institution, 
a nd patients belonging to thi s State shall in al l cases be prefe rred . 
XII. Any s ubsc ribe r, town, corpora te society, or associa ti on of indi-
vidu als, paying one hundred doll a rs, may a t any tim e name one indigent 
person who shall have th e benefits of the hosp ita l, free of ex pense, during 
s ix weeks each yea r. 
X III. The Direc tors shall , from tim e to tim e, make regul ations for th e 
adm ission of patients, and for the discharge of such as a re deemed in cura-
ble, or such others as a re not co nsidered proper s ubjec ts for hospital privi-
leges. 
SEC. 3. Tha t th e fir s t meet ing of the socie ty shall be held at the State 
House in New H aven, a t such tim e as shall be appointed, by Nathan Smith, 
Tho mas Hubbard, Eli Todd, J ohnS. P ete rs, Be njamin Si llim an,"Thomas 
Miner, Willia m Leffin g well , J ohn Skinner, E li l ves and Jonathan Knight, o r 
a majority of them, a nd by them notifi ed by adve rti seme nt in a newspa per 
printed in each of th e towns of Hartford , Ne w H aven and Middletown, at 
leas t three wee ks before th e time fix ed for s uch meeting; a nd th e annual and 
other meetings o f said socie ty sha ll th ereafte r be holden at such tim e and 
place, a nd be wa rned in s uch ma nn er as said soc iety shall from tim e to time 
direct. 
SEc. <J. Th at sa id soc ie ty shall have power, with th e asse nt of.-,e Commis-
sioners to be appo inted under this ac t, by their vo te in legal meeting, warned 
with ·exp ress no ti ce of that objec t, to fix th e location, a nd to a pprove or pre-
scribe the s tyle a nd ex te nt of the buildings a nd other accommodations for 
the use of the hospi tal : a nd no expe nditure of the fund s of said society 
shall be made by th e officers the reof, in the purchase of lands, or in the 
e rec ti on of buildings. but in pursuance of such vote or votes of said society. 
SEC. s. A ml be it further mac ted, That the Gove rnor for the time being, 
with two other Comm issio ners to be appoint ed by the Gene ral Assembly, 
shall s uperintend the general concern s of said hospital ; mak e such occa-
s io nal visits as th ey may deem expedi e nt , a nd report to th e Legis la ture from 
time to tim e concern ing the a ffairs of the hos pital. P1·ovided, 1teve~·theless, 
that thi Act o r any part th ereo f, may be alt e red o r repeal ed by th e General 
Assembly. · 
May 31, 1826. 
SAMUEL A. FooT, Speake•· of the H ou se of R ep1·esentative.r. 
DAVID PLANT, President of the Senate. 
Approved, OLIVER WoLCOTT. 
A tru e copy of reco rd . Examin ed by THOh!AS DAY, Secntm·y. 
It will be seen from the above that the names of 
gent le men pro minent in the medical profession, were 
early enli st ed in th e e nte rpri se; and that the hospital 
from th e first beginning has been directly, until within a 
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short period of tim e, connected with the State Medical 
Society. Out of the ten nam es as corporators, nin e were 
members of the medical profession. and of th e State 
Medical Society. Commencing as the hospital did, under 
the direct managem en t of the physicians of the State, 
aided materially by gentlemen of other professions, it has 
continued to the present time under the same manage-
ment. While those of other professions and callings 
have been ever ready to aid in the administration of its 
affairs, still the medical profession has always "borne th e 
brunt of the battle," for obvious reasons, they being more 
directly interested in the managemet~t of the institution. 
The act of incorporation was signed by Samuel A. 
Foot, Speaker of the House of Representatives : David 
Plant, President of th e Senate, a nd approved by Oliver 
'vVolcott, Governor of the State; exa mined and attested 
as a true copy by Thomas Day, Secretary of State. Of 
those above named and of the original incorporators, not 
one survives. 
The first meeting of the General Hospital Society was 
held, April 30, r827. John Skinner, Chairman, and A. S. 
Monson, Clerk. The meeting not being full was ad-
journed to meet May r, at 2 o'clock, P.M., at the house of 
Dr. ]. Knight . 
The meeting was held as per adjournment, May r, r827, 
Dr. John Skinner, Chairman. The following gentlemen 
were elected Directors: Nathan Smith, M.D., Thomas 
•Hubbard, M.D., Eli Todd , M.D., John S. Peters, M.D., 
Benjamin Silliman, 'M.D., Thomas Miner, M.D., Wifliam 
Leffingwell, Esq., Dr. J ohn Skinner, Eli Ives, M.D., 
Jonathan Knight, M.D., Timothy P . Beers, M.D., and 
Alfred S. Monson, M.D. It will be seen from the above 
that but one gentleman outside of the medical profession 
was a member of the first board of Directors. It is a lso 
worthy of remark that the medical gentlemen on the 
board were almost to a man, eminent in their profession; 
in proof of this it is only necessary to repeat th e nam es 
of Smith, Hubbard, Todd, Peters, Silliman, Miner, Ives, 
Knight, Beers and Monson. 
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At the above mentioned meeting, Drs. J. Knight and 
J ohn Sk inn er were appoi nted a committee to frame a code 
of By-Laws, and report the same at th e nex t mee ting. 
At a meeting held May 13th, 1827, the By-Laws were 
reponed and adopted. 
T he fir t meeting of the Directors of th e Society was 
held at the house of Dr. J. Knight, May r, 1827. A. S. 
fonso n was chose n Secretary protem, and th e following 
officers were elected: William Le ffin g well , Esq. , Presi-
dent; J ohn S. Peters, M.D., V ice Presid ent ; Dr. John 
S kinn er, Treasurer, a nd Charles H oo ker , Secretary. Drs. 
S illima n and Knight were appointed a committee "to 
form a peti tion to be presented to th e Gen eral Assembly" 
for a id in behalf of th e hospita l. " The F ellows of the 
Medical Society from New Haven Co. we re a ppointed a 
comm ittee to inte rcede in behalf ot thi s object," and Dr. 
Thomas Hubbard was added to th e committee, he being 
at th a t time a member o f the General Asse mbly. 
At a meeting held May 2, 1827, th e petition prepared 
by Drs. S illim an a nd Knight was read, approved and 
ordered to be forwarded to th e G eneral Assembly. 
Prof. Silliman was requested to address a le tter, accom-
pa nying this petition to Dr. Thomas Hubbard. 
A specia l mee ting of Directors was held D ec. 19, 1827. 
T he long time interv enin g betw ee n th e two last meetings, 
from May to Dece mber, was, as I hav e been informed, in 
consequence of the General Asse mbly hav ing failed to 
make th e appropriation ca ll ed for in th e petition of May 
2, and from the consequent lack of th e necessary pecu-
niary means to carry out th e designs of the Directors. 
At thi s meeting a letter addressed to th e H on. R. I. 
Ingersoll was prepared by Prof. Silliman, relating to the 
money collected from sea me n in this port, and to a direct 
approp ria tion from Congress, was read a nd a pproved . 
It was voted th at the sig natures of th e offi cers of the 
society, and of th e Professors of th e Medical Institution 
of Yale College, and of the Medical Faculty of this City, 
be annexed to this letter. Drs. E. I ves and J. Knight 
we re appointed a committee to correspond with our rep-
resentatives in Congress. 
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The Directors having failed in their app li cation to th e 
G e ne ral Assemb ly, did not hes itate to take broad ground 
in th e matter anrl make their wants known to the Con-
gress of the United States in asking for a direct appro-
priation. This action s hows that they cons idered the 
hospital as a great charity, one for which they would 
lea ve no stone unturned to acco mplish th eir object. 
J an uary 2, 1828, at a specia l mee ting o f the Directors, 
two letters from the Hon. R. I. Ingersoll , dated Wash-
ington City, D ec. 28, r827. were read as follows: 
WA SHIN GTON , 28 Dec. , r 827 . 
1lfy Dear Sir:- Your favo r reached me yes te rday. I had prev io us ly re-
ceived the co mmunication from th e o ffi ce rs of the Hos pital , which, at their 
reques t, I handed over to our Se nato rs fo r th eir perusal. 
T have bee n thi s mornin g with Mr. Foot a t th e publi c offi ces to asce rta in, 
in the fir s t place, the ac tu al condi ti on of th P- ma rin e hospital fund, or rath e r 
to loo k mllre particularly into th e receip ts a nd disbursements of hospit al 
mon ey at o ur port. F o r the las t ten years the rece ip ts have ranged from 
three to six hundred d oll a rs per annum, and the expe nditures du ring tha t 
pe riod (the whol e period) go a littl e over six hundred dollars. (I write from 
recollection , as I have not ye t taken transcripts from th e books. The differ-
e nce between the rece ipts a nd exper.ditures are paid by the coll ec tor into the 
Treasury; but our sailors of course are but remotely benefited by these pay-
me nts. It appears so reasonabl e that th e money coll ec ted a t our port from 
sai lors sho uld be all expended th e re , a nd not the g rea ter pa rt of it , as here-
tofore, paid into the Treas ury,-tha t I cannot but believe that we can bring 
about some arrangement whi ch will accom plish so desirable a n objec t , 
throu g h th e agency of the Sta te Hosp ital, as proposed by you. It may be 
more difficult to ge t a direc t gra nt of money to aid in building a hospital-
thoug h it would seem reaso nabl e tha t what the sa il ors have already paid into 
the Treasury should at leas t be given by the United States towa rd the bui ld-
ing proposed. Th e prin cipal object of my now writing is , to ask whether 
the State H ospi tal would be willing to engage to take care of al l th e sick 
seamen of the port, on receiving a nnually the a mount of hospita l money 
that may be coll ec ted a t th e port? I sho uld think that you might with safety 
mak e s uch a n e ngageme nt, th o ug h as to tha t yo u are the best judge. At 
any rate, I shou ld be pleased to kn o w as nea rly as convenient whether this 
proposal could mee t with 'yo ur views, if no th ing bttte r ca n be done. I will 
only at present ad d that you may rely upon my bes t exertions to aid you and 
the o the r gent le men in the la ud ab le objec:t you have in view-and I bel ieve 
I may say th e same for eve ry me mbe r of our delegation in both houses. 
In great has te I re main, very fa ithfull y yo urs , 
R. I. INGERSOLL. 
DR. KNIGHT. 
ro 
VIASH ! NGTON, 13 Jan. , 1828. 
Dear Sir :-I have conversed fully with th e Sec re tary of th e Treasury in 
rega rd to an a rrangeme nt th at might be made be twee n the State Hospital and 
the U nited States, for the accommodation of si ck a nd di sabled seaman in the 
port of New H aven . In ord e r to bring o ur conversa tio n into an o ffi cial 
shape, I addressed a note to th e Sec retary, requ es ting to be info rmed whether 
such an arra ngement (the State Hospi tal to ha ve all the receipts of hosp ital 
money taken at the C ustom House) wo uld be recomme nd ed to th e President 
for hi s app roval. Mr. Rush promp tly repli ed, a nd by way of answe ring sent 
me the enclosed copy of a le tt e r from th e T reas ury De partm ent to the col-
lecto r a t Portland , by whi ch I a m to unde rs ta nd th at a sim il a r arrangement 
would be made with you . Be pleased to show the enclosed to the gentlemen 
associa ted with yo u in th e es ta blishment of the proposed H ospital , and le t 
me know whe n co nve ni e nt, if s uch an ar rangement would be agreeable. 
I do not believe tha t a ny app rop ri a tion for building co uld be obtained. 
The surplu s hospital mo ney (and Co ngress will no t ap propria te from any 
oth er fund ) has a ll been used up, 6 r e ngaged, in th e e rec tion of bui ldings in 
th e larger por ts, a nd the mo ney coll ec ted in our port for several years past 
whi ch has not been expe nd ed there, has a ll gone into the gene ral fund, and 
canno t now be reclaimed. My o wn decid ed opinion, th~refore , is for the 
pnsent, to make an a rrangement with th e Depa rtm ent to p rovid e for the sea-
men, a nd have a ll the hospital money th at may be he reaft er coll ec ted, under 
•yo ur ow n control. Ind eed , it is possibl e th a t in attempting to do better than 
thi s , we mig ht fare much worse. For, sh o uld th e subj ec t be agitated, those 
opposed to s uch a n a rra ngemen t would make use of such lang uage as this : 
'Why le t th e po rt of New H ave n have all the hosp ital mo ney to be collec ted 
the re he reafte r, when the books a t the Treasury show that for the ten years 
p ast th at po rt has not req uired to be expend ed th e re one-fourth of the money 
collec ted?" 
I write in mu ch has te, a nd must the refore ask you to exc use my ragged 
penma nship, whi ch I hope you will be ab le to d ecyphe r with out too much 
trouble. 
Ve ry respec tfully and fa ithfully yours, 
R. I. INGERSOLL. 
Dr. J ONAT H AN K NJG HT. 
It was th en voted that this society will engage to sup-
port a ll sea men who may be proper subjects of hospital 
privil eges in this port, on condi ti on that the United 
States will pay over to the society all th e hospital money 
hereafter co ll ected in th e collection district of New 
Haven. A copy of th e reso lution was forwarded to Mr. 
Ingersoll. 
At the meeting held January 2, r8z8, the first action 
was taken by the Directors with reference ·to a site for 
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th e hospital. N othing definite was done . A sim ple com-
mitt ee o f inquiry was appointed . Thi s appears to ha ve 
bee n done in consequ ence of th e prospect of recei ving 
so methin g from th e U nit ed S ta tes 'to r th e ca re of seamen. 
A t a meeting, March 20, 1828, Dr. Kni g ht reported th a t 
Mr. Bi sho p, the Co llecto r of th e Port , had rece ived a 
le tte r from th e U . S. Treasury D epa rtm ent , whi ch ren-
de red it probable th a t th e propositi on of thi s society, 
voted at th e last meeting of th e Directors, would be 
acce pted. It was immedia te ly vo ted that th e co mm1ttee 
appointed to make inq uiry co nce rning a site for a hosp i-
t a l, be auth ori zed t:o rent a building fo r a hospita l. Dr. 
Kni g ht was autho ri zed to make a cont ract with th e U. S. 
G overnment in beha lf oi th e soGiet y, conce rnin g the sup-
port of sick and di sabl ed sea men. A t thi s mee ting th e 
first acti on was taken with reference to subscri p ti ons for 
th e benefit o f th e hos pita l, a nd Dr. J ohn S kinn er was 
appointed age nt to so li c it subsc riptions. 
At a specia l meeting held Marc h 26, 1828, th e commit-
tee to procure a site fo r th e hospita l, was a uth ori zed to 
rent a building o f A bra ha m Bi sho p for one year, fo r 
sixty dollars. Prof. Sillima n and Dr. E . I ves were a p-
pointed to dra ft a nd circul a te a handbill to inform our 
citize ns o f th e objects o f th e society, and of its pec un iary 
need. At an adj ourn ed meetin g held A pril 2, 1828, at 
Mr. L effin g well 's, "several ge ntl e men of th e to wn , b y 
invitati on, attended th e meeting ." A pril 4, a meeting 
was held at which it was voted to invite a meeting o f 
citizens of both sexes fo r th e purpose o f ca lling publi c 
attention to th e subject of a hospita l, and th a t seve ra l 
g entl emen be requested to address th e meeting-the pub-
lic meeting to be held in th e N orth Church W ednesday 
evening , A pril 9· A t a subsequ ent meeting held A pril 
6, th e object of th e public mee ting was explained and 
some arrang ements fo r th e mee ting were made. N o fur-
ther mention is made o f t he meeting a t th e N orth Church . 
Whether th e meeting was held is a matte r of doubt , as 
no menti on is mad e o f th e results o f such meeting. 
April 10, a meeting was held at Mr. Leffin g well's, at 
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which arrangements wer e made for coll ecting subscrip-
ti ons, by dividing the tow n into tw elve districts and 
appointing a person to eac h di stri ct. A t th e nex t meet-
in g, Ap ril 1 1 , .. so me furth e r arrangements were made 
with regard to procuring- sub c ription s." There is nothing 
to s ho w wh a t th ese a rra nge ments were. 
A t th e spec ia l meetin rr, May 13, 1828, th e fir st evid ence 
o f pipe- lay in g on th e part o f th e Directors is sho wn. 
By \·o te o f th e mee ting Dr. R ey no ld vV ebb, a member of 
th e Legislature, a ttend ed by invitati on, a nd th e l-Ion . 
J o hn S. P e te rs was requ steel to co nfe r with th e pea ker 
o f th e H ouse of R epre entatives, on th e appointment of 
a co mmittee o n th e petiti on o f th e G e nera l H o pital 
Soc iety, co ntinu ed fro m th e last session o f th e L eg islature. 
A t th e annu a l meetin g, May 15, 1828, fo r th e e lec tion 
o f offi ce rs, no chan ges were made. Some me mbers of 
th e Legislature hav in g reques ted inform atio n co nce rning 
th e ho pita !, Dr. Knig ht was appointed to fa vo r them 
with a state me nt of fac ts on th e subj ect. At a spec ial 
meeting June 7. 1828, it was voted that th e President be 
req uested to adverti se for proposa ls for a site fo r th e hos-
pital. Jun e 31, 1828, th e Pres ide nt of th e soc iety was 
a uth o ri zed to e mpl oy an agent to co ll ec t subscripti on ~ 
throug ho ut th e S tat e, for th e benefit of th e hospita l. Dr. 
J o hn Skinner was appointed . D ec. 2 he reported pro-
g ress. D ec. 3 the Directors met a t Dr. Natha n Smith's 
and proceeded to vi e w several lots which had bee n offered 
as sites fo r th e hospita l. Severa l meetings wer e he ld for 
th e sa me purpose, but res ulted in no final action. At th e 
meeting he ld Feb. 6, 1829, th e Medi cal Co llege vvas " spoke1z" 
of" for a hospita l. Thi s did not see m to be favorably re-
ceived. At a n adj o urned meeting, he ld Ap ril 3, 1827, it 
was voted that it was inexpedi ent to purchase a site for a 
hospita l at a n expense of fro m $4,000 to $6,ooo, but that it 
is exped ient to obtain an e ligible situation, at such a price 
for th e land as shall uot se riousl y entrench upon th e funds 
of th e hosp ita l. It was a lso voted that it was expedient 
t o o pen a tempora ry hospital as soon as it can be do ne. 
Dr. S kinn e r was req ues ted to asce rta in wh ether. th e P eck 
I 3 
house can be had for a hos pita l, and a t wh at pri ce. 
April 7, 1829, Mr. W y lly s W arn er a nd Mr. F o rrest Shep-
ard were authorized by th e Directors t o soli cit and 
r ece ive fo r th e benefit o f th e G ene ral Hospita l, such co n-
tributi ons as benevolent perso ns a re willing to ma ke for 
th e purpose of carry in g into immedi a te opera ti on a most 
important publi c c ha rit y , whi ch is located in N e w H a ven, 
but is desig ned fo r th e benefit o f th e State at large a nd 
of suc h strange rs as Prov id ence may thro w upo n our 
hands. 
A t th e annual mee tin g , Jun e 9, 1829, no c han ge was 
made in th e o ffi cers. Th e meetin g was adj ourn ed to 
June 13, and th e fir st Prud enti a l Co mmittee was e lec ted, 
vi z : vVm. L effin g well, J a mes Bre wste r an d V irg il M. 
D o w. B . Silliman a nd T . P. Beers were a ppointed to 
confer with the Coll ector o f th e Port re lative to th e 
Ma rine H ospital Ag en cy. At th e mee ting Aug. 15 , th e 
board voted to approve o f th e proceedin gs of Dr. S kinn er 
as Treasure r a nd age nt o f th e H os pita l Society, and ten-
de red th e thanks o f th e boa rd for hi s se rvices. J a mes 
Bre wste r , Prof. Sillim an and Dr. Kni g ht were appointed 
a committee to conside r th e expedi ency of purchas ing a 
s ite fo r th e hospita l, and fo r opening a tempo ra ry es ta b-
li shm ent. 
Au g ti st 29, th e subj ect of a site fo r th e hospita l was 
und er consid e rati on. C o mmittees were a ppointed to 
examin e the land nea r th e Hillhouse lo t, and on e offe red 
by Mr. Prescott. Septe mber 23 , o f the sa me yea r , Drs. 
Kni g ht , Beers and H oo ke r we re appointed a committee 
' to consid e r th e ex.pedi cncy o f contrac tin g to take cha rge 
o f the s ick seam e n. in thi s po rt, fo r th e hl)Spita l money 
collected a t this di stri c t. Th e Medi ca l Associa ti on were 
.-equ ested to express th eir o pini o ns co nce rnin g th e loca-
ti on o f th e hospital. On th e 8th of O cto be r a vo te was 
ta ken relative to a locati on. The Bacon lo t was chose n 
by a majority of o ne, seve n Directors being present. 
N otwith sta ndin g this vote, o n th e 29th of O c to ber it was 
voted to proceed to v ie w th e Whittlesey lot , in ne w 
to wnship, and o th er lo ts proposed for th e hospita l es ta b-
li shm e nt. Nov. 3 a ballot was again taken for a site, 
r es ultin g in six for th e Beec he r lot a nd three for th e 
Whittl esey. Seve ra l offers of lo ts were mad e as a pres-
e nt to th e socie ty, on conditinn that th e hospital should 
be located th ereon. Th e thanks o f th e board were pre-
sen ted t o iessrs. S idn ey Hull , Abraham Bish o p a nd Col. 
Pund e rso n, for th eir ge nero us offers of la nd for th e hospi-
t a l. It wa s vo ted that Drs. E. l ves and Dow be a ppointed 
a co mmittee to s ta te to th e meetin g o f th e socie ty th e 
proceedings of th e Directors r e lative to a site. A t th e 
above menti oned mee tin g o f th e so~ i e ty, on proceeding 
to a ballot for a site, th e \iV hittl esey lot was c hose n, a ft e r 
three ba ll o ts, by a maj o rity o r e ig ht votes. A t a subse-
qu e nt meetin g o f th e socie ty he ld D ec. 17, 1829, it was 
voted that t he buildings fo r th e G e ne ral Hospita l Society 
be located u ro n th e hill o n th e so uthw est e rl y sid e o f th e 
c ity o f ew H ave n, a nd no rthw est e rly o f th e road lead-
in g fro m th e foo t o f Church street t o W est H aven, upon 
a part o f th e Beec he r lo t so ca ll ed , o r upo n a part o f 
said lot a nd o f a ny lot o r lo ts ::~djoining th e r eto , to be 
des ig nated bv th e Directors o f sa id socie ty with th e 
assent o f th e Co mmi ssio ne rs. 
Troted, That if the Co mmi ssione rs sha ll app ro ve th e 
a bove ge ne ral location o f th e hospita l, th e n th e Directo r s 
of sa id society be a uth o ri zed, with th e approbation of 
said Co mmi ss ione rs, to determine th e quantity of land 
and th e parti cul ar site, sty le a nd ex t e nt o f th e buildings 
to be e rec ted th ereo n, provid ed th e ex pense o f said build-
in gs sha ll no t exceed th e sum o f $ 1s ,ooo. 
A lte r spe nd in g a g reat d eal o f tim e, the qu esti o n o f a 
s ite was at last d e te rmined, and at a mee tin g o f Director s 
he ld Nov. 4 it was vot ed that th e Secre tary be directed 
to write G ov. Tomlinson , inquiring- what time Hi s Excel-
le ncy ca n mee t th e oth r : g·e ntl e me n of th e Commission 
to co nsid er th e site o f the hospita l. Nov. r z, r829, th e 
Secretary repo rted that G ov. T omlinson had appointed 
Tu esday, t he 17th in s t.. , fo r th e meetin g of th e Commi s-
s ione rs em th e subj ec t o f th e loca ti on, a nd that no ti ce had 
bee n g ive n Messrs . Gunn and Po nd . On Tuesday, N o v. 17, 
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Gov. Tomlinson a nd Mr. Pond being present, a statement 
was mad e of th e proceedings of the Directors and of the 
socie ty re lative to a s ite for th e hosp ital ; and the Com-
missioners with th e · Directo rs visited th e seve ral sites 
• proposed. Several meetings were he ld between Dec. r , 
1829 and June 21, 1830, at whi ch the long continu ed sub-
ject of a site for the hosp ital was the chi ef matter of 
interest. At last, a t 1he meeting he ld on th e z rst day of 
june, 1830, Drs. A . S. Monson, Virgil M. Do w a nd J ohn 
Skinner, we re a uthori zed to co mpl e te the purchase of the 
Beecher lot <~nd the Allen lot, so ca ll ed, for the use of th e 
hospital ; and the Prudenti a l Committee were "auth o r-
ized to draw a n orde r on the Treasure r for th e purchase 
money of the same." lt was a lso decided to accept the 
offer of the Secretary o f the Treasur y with reference to 
"sick and disabled sea men of thi s district, " bearing date 
, june 1, 1830. Drs. Tully a nd Knig ht were auth o rized 
"to provide fo r th e sick a nd disabled sea men until further 
measures are take n. " 
July 10, 1830, Dr. J ohn S kinner was appointed agent 
" to solicit furth e r funds for th e hosp ita l, " at th e rate of 
$2 .00 per clay and expe nses. 
At an adjourned meeting hdd july 16, 1830, "the sub-
ject of the style and ex t ent , &c., of the hospita l buildings 
was discussed a nd a co mmittee was appointed for the 
purpose o f obta ining es tim ates of th e expe nse of th e 
buildings and a plan of th e sa me." July 30, th e p lan for 
th e hosp ital building was submitted to th e meeting of 
Directors. August 18, th e plan drawn by Mr. S . M. 
Stone was accep ted. The building ''consisting of three 
stories, to be built of s to ne after th e manner of the Epi s-
copal Chapel in thi s c ity," on th e corner of Chapel and 
Olive st ree ts. 
September 9, th e action a t the mee ting he ld on the 
18th of A ugu st, accepting the plan presented by Mr . 
Stone, was reco nsidered, a nd it was voted to accept the 
plan drawn by Mr. H o wa rd . The building to be tw o 
stories above the basement, with a Grecian portico. 
Length of building, one hundred feet; fifty feet deep in 
the center ; th e center projecting in front ten feet , in the 
rea r two fee t. Th e committee appointed to obta in a plan 
were a uth o ri zed to advertise for proposals for the erection 
o f the building. Sept. 27, it wa s decided to reconsidet 
th e vote pa ·sed A ug ust rS, to build afte r th e manner or-
th e Episco pa l C hape l, and it was voted to build of "red 
stone a nd stu cco." Mr. Ithi e l T o wn, a ce le brated arc hi-
tec t, at th at time, was requ es ted to draw an e le vation of 
th e g ro und p la n a lready adopted . lt was, und o ubtedly, 
thro ug h th e influ ence of Mr. Town that th e stu cco plan 
was adop ted, as tha t see med to be a fav o rite with him, as 
will be see n fro m th e quondam State House and his ow n 
res ide nce in Hillho use ave nu e, and o ther buildings e rected 
und er his supervi ion. 
October I I , it was voted to rescin d a ll form e r votes 
accep tin g o f p la ns for th e hos pital building, and it was 
agreed to accep t th e plan s prese nted by th e commi ttee at 
th a t meeting. 
Seve ra l meetin gs we re he ld subsequently , at which 
th e plans a nd specifi ca ti ons were considered . On the 9th 
of November th e building committee were a uthorized to 
make <I n agree ment with Mr. S. M. S to ne in re lation to 
th e contrac t for the hospital buildings. Nov. rz, Gov. 
Tom linso n a nd th e o th e r commissioners were requ ested 
to g iv e th e ir co nsent to th e sty le a nd ex tent of the build-
ing, as fo llows:-
The undersigned, Commissi one rs to s u per intend the ge ne ral conce rns 
of the State Hospital to be es tabl ished in the C ity of New H a ve n, hav ing 
examined th e printed "Specifi ca tio ns for the Hospital Building," he reto 
annexed, and having received an ass urance th at a responsible person has 
proposed to cont rac t with the Direc tors of the General Hospita l Society of 
Co nnec ti cut for the s um of twelve th ousa nd and eight hundred d oll a rs, to 
e rect and finish the Hospital Bui lding a nd it s appurtenances conformably, in 
a ll respects, to the plan the rein spec ified, do hereby sig ni fy their assen t to 
the s tyle and ex te nt of the bui lding a nd accommod a tions for th e Hospital, 
as particula rl y described in th e afore-me ntio ned spec ification s. 
Given under o ur hands this 22d day of Nove mbe r, A. D . 1830. 
GIDEON T OMLINSON, 
CHAS. H . P OND. 
S P EC IFI CATION S F O R THE H OSPITA L B U ILDI NG. 
Th e H osp ita l, consis ting of a ce ntre a nd two wings, sha ll be of the fol-
lo wing d ime ns io ns :- Th e centre to be fo rt y-s ix fee t fro m front of mai n wall s 
to the rear, a nd fo rty-e ig ht feet in wi d th . Th e ped im ent to projec t twelve 
fee t in front of the whole. The heig ht to be fo rty- three a nd a half fee t fro m 
th e top of the wa te r ta bl e to the to p of the wa ll s, in the line of the eaves. 
Each wing to be thirty-five fee t in fro nt a nd thirty-five feet fro m fro nt to 
rear, a nd to be thirty-o ne a nd a ha lf fee t in heig ht from th e top of th e wa te r-
ta ble to the lin e o f the eaves. 
It shall be built fro m the fo~ndati o n th ro ug ho ut of th a t kind o f red s to ne 
of which th e new Sta te H o use is co nstru cted , a nd obta ined fro m the sa me 
q ua rries; all the wa ll s to be la id so lid in the best lim e morta r, a nd each 
s tone, of a ny co nside ra bl e s ize , to be la id in s uch a ma nn e r as will con-
tribute most to s tre ng th a nd durability. 
A ll th e ex terior wa ll s of th e bu ilding, inc luding the e ntab la ture, &c., &c., 
unl ess o the rwi se spec ifi ed, to be plas te red a nd fini shed in th e same ma nn e r 
as th e ne w Sla te Ho use, o r lik e Mr. H illh ouse's ne w hou se. as may be prt:-
fe rred, excep ting the fir s t three fee t from th e s urface of th e g ro und , a ll 
a ro und the building, which sha ll be pointed a nd fini shed lik e th e no rth-wes t 
s id e of the basement of Mr. Ra lph I. Inge rsoll' s ne w ho use, but in s tead of 
C hatha m st one, to ha ve a wa te r tab le formed on the top of the red s to ne, 
beveled off and p rojec ting three in ches. ·Th e wa ter tab le, o r be lt ing, of th e 
front part and s id es, und e r the pedim e nt , to be of C ha tha m red s tone, a nd 
mad e to receive the pavement ; th e s to ne to be seven inches th ic k a nd fi f-
tee n wid e, surmounting the o the r red s to ne, ex tending from one s ide a ro und 
the platfo rm to the o th e r s ide-th e wh ole ma king but th ree fee t in height as 
a ro und th e res t of th e building . The wa ll s of 'the ce ntre bu ilding to co m-
me nce three a nd a ha lf fee t in thic kn ess a t th e ir fo unda tio n, a nd to se t off 
o r lessen in thi c kness by d egrees, u ntil they reach the baseme nt floo r, th ere 
to be twe nty-s ix in ches , th ence th ro ug h th e base ment s to ry to be two fee t, 
a nd th e nce thro ugh the fir s t s to ry to be twe nty-one inches, a nd thro ug h the 
second s tory to be e ig htee n inches, a nd all above the top of the seco nd s to ry 
to be s ixtee n inches in thic k ness. 
The main wall of the eas t wing to be th ree a nd a half fee t from th e bo ttom 
o f the deep cell a r to o ne foo t in height , th ence se tting o ff to thirty-tw o 
inches a t th e pavement o f the o the r cell a r, th e nce to the fl oo r of th e base-
me nt twe nty-s ix in ches, th e nce to ' th e fl oo r of th e fir s t s tory twe nty-o ne 
in ches, a nd th ro ug h the fi r t story e ig htee n inches, a nd thro ug h the seco nd 
st ory to the to p of the wa ll six teen in ches. 
Th e ma iil wail s of th e wes t wing to be two fee t e ig ht inches a t the base. 
co mm e ncing three fee t belo w th e bo tto m of the jo is t of the base me nt , an d 
propo rti oned above like th ose of th e o the r wing. 
The di vis ion wa lls of the building to be b uilt of bri c k, laid in good lim e 
mo rtar, b ut a ll belo w th e base me nt floo r to be of s ton e laid in good morta r 
beginning le vel with the fo und a tio n of the ma in wa ll s, a nd to be twe nty 
in ches in thi c kness, lessening to six teen a t th e joist of the Lase rn ent. 
The thic kn ess of a ll the b ri ck wall s to comm ence eig ht inches a t th e base 
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ment floor , and all of them ca rried up to the floor of th e attic s tory eight 
in ches in thi ckn ess. 
The basem e nt story fl oo r to be about e ig hteen in ches above th e natural 
level of the groun d's surface. The ea rth to be removed benea th th e building, 
in that part where there is no cellar, fo r two fee t in d epth , and the fo undation 
to th e main wall s la id o ne foo t below th ese two fee t, and th e foundation of 
th e partition walls the same. 
Eno ug h brick . consisting o f half me rcha ntabl e and half soft, may be used 
for these' wall s and the chimn eys, se lec ting s uch as are app ropria te fo r each. 
These division walls to ex tend the whole le ng th o f each hall , a nd on each 
side o f the same except in th e east wing , to be om itted o n o ne s id e . and all 
to ex te nd from th e main walls of th e building thro ugh th e ce ntre and wings 
to wh ere said hall s inte rsec t each o ther. All parts of sa id wa ll s fo rming 
pa rt s of roo ms. chambe rs o r close ts , to be furred, lathed a nd plastered, 
exce pt th e sides of th e brick walls in the halls, whi ch may be plastered 
directly o n th e bri c k s. 
All the s tone wall of th e interior of the bui ld ing to be furred, lathed and 
pia te red, excepting the cel la r and tha t part of the attic no t fini shed , I ike-
wi se th e ceiling ove rh ead, thro ug ho ut , to be furred co ntrary way to the lath-
ing, with furrin g pieces one in ch thi ck a nd three wid e, a nd s ixteen inches 
from ce ntre to ce ntre. 
Th e eas t and wes t wall s of th e centre building to be of th e same materials 
and thi c kness as the north a nd sou th wall s from th e ir fo undation below the 
bo ttom of th e ce ll a r, a nd from front to rea r. 
Th e two flut ed pi ll ars s up po rtin g th e pediment, to be of ha rd brick and 
plas te red. Th e two square columns to be of s tone, lik e the main wal ls, a nd 
plas te red . 
Th e lowe r ce ll a r to be d ivjded from th e o th e r ce llar by a s to ne wall atrout 
thirtee n fee t long a nd eighteen in ches thi c k , to the s urface of th e o ther cel-
la r ; th ence to th e floo r of the baseme nt, of bri c k e ig ht in ches thi ck . This 
division wall is re prese nted by the dotted lin es o n the draft, occ upying the 
co rner o f th e eas t wing. Th e cellar und e r th e basement sha l l occupy all 
th e eas t wing, a nd be s ix a nd a half fee t d ee p, in th e c lear, and the d eeper 
cellar in th e co rne r of th e same to be s ix fee t d eeper in th e c lear, and to 
have a c lCJseL in it o f rough boards abo ut ten feet by six , with she lves, a bat-
te n doo r a nd loc k . The ce ll ars and d ee p cell a r to be paved with hard brick. 
T o have a ce ll a r also und e r the wh ole of th e cen tre of th e building, s ix and 
a half fee t deep, paved lik e th e o th e r ce ll a rs. T o have in a ll e ig h t cell ar 
window s, fi xed aft e r th e ma nn e r of those in Mr. Ra lph 1. Ingerso ll ' s new 
h ouse, with gra tes: the openings to be two fee t by four, g lazed a nd to open 
with hinges. Each cella r to have doors with locks. The re sha ll be o ne flat 
o utsid e cellar door, fl agg ing s tone s teps la id in mortar, with o ne red stone 
at the top. 
The fl oors of the fir s t a nd a nd second s tori es a nd of the atti c to be of 
N orway or Egg Harbor board s, a nd a ll the fl'oo rs in th e building s ha ll be 
planed , grooved and to ng ued, properly seaso ned and dry when laid ; the 
heads of the nai ls su nk be low the s urface. The floors to the kit che n and 
washing room in the base ment to be simi larly made and finish ed, except to 
consist of oa k of o ne in ch a nd a quarter in thi ckne ss, and not exceedi ng 
s ill in ch es in width. Th e rema ining basement floors to be lik e those of th e 
fir s t a nd second stories. 
Th e bes t fl oo r boa rd s sha ll be se lec ted fo r the fi rs t a nd second s to ri es. 
Th e fl oor of th e ma in hall in the cent~e building to be of na rrow South ern 
pine. 
The outs id e front princ ipal ste ps and buttresses to be of he wn red s tone 
a s drafted . A ll o the r s te ps to th e H ospita l out s id e, sha ll be mad e of c lear, 
tho ro ug hl y seasoned white pin e pla nk , one a nd a half in ches thi ck ; like wi se 
all the pl a tfo rm s , &c. , conn ec ted with sa id s te ps. Th e in s id e s teps, how-
e ve r, in th e la rge ha ll, to cons is t of ye ll o w pin e one a nd a ha lf in ch thi ck . 
Th e s te ps and s ta irs of th e who le es tabli shm ent , o uts id e and in sid e, shall 
be abo ut seveu a nd a qu a rte r in ches ri se, a nd thirt t:e n in ches width , as may 
be prefe rred .* The front s ta irs to be of So uth e rn ye ll o w pine; th e o th er 
s ta irs a ll to be of th e bes t Egg H a rbo r. 
All th e s ta irs a nd wood en s te ps to have a ra il on each s id e to ho ld on by 
in d escendin g , including sc uttle s ta irs. Th e fro nt s ta irs to have a ro und 
ra il o n each s id e, o f che rry, two in ches in di a mete r, placed two inches fro m 
each pa rtitio n ; a nd lik e wi se the same to th e in s id e s te ps in the ma in hall. 
All the wind o w sill s of the hosp ita l shall be mad e of white Sing Sing 
ma rbl e , and a ll the doo r s ill s of he wn red s ton e. 
Hea rth s to be of h ewn red s ton e. 
The o ne in th e kitche n to be fo ur fee t by ten, and in three pa rt s. 
A no th e r to be three fee t by e ig ht , a nd in two pieces; three othe rs be fi ve 
feet a nd a ha lf by two, a nd thirtee n o the rs s imil a r, each to be fo ur a nd a half 
fee t by twe nty in ches, a nd all o the r heart.hs eKcept these to be of the bes t 
h a rd til e , e ig ht in ch es squ a re o r more. Si x of the s to ne hearths to have a 
semi -c ircul a r pi ece c ut o ut whe re th e fire wo uld lay, a nd a whol e pi ece fitt ed 
to it s place to p reve nt it s c rac king by fir e. 
Th e fire places shali be built to eac h chimn ey in eve ry room througho ut 
a ll th e s to ri es, o f pro pe r s ize fo r the roo ms, la rge r o r sma ll e r, as may be 
prefe rred . The in s id e of a ll th e chimn ey flu es, throug ho ut their whole 
le ngth, to be pl as te red . 
Three roo ms o n the floo r of th e fir s t s to ry shall have hewn and faced red 
ston e jambs a nd ma ntl es. 
Th e timbe r to be of oak a nd ches tnut. Th e la rges t timber a nd the trimme r 
joist to be of the best o f oa k , th e ra fte rs of s pru ce. 
The a tti c s to ry to have tru sses of sp ru ce, a nd to be construc ted on a 
prin c ipl e s imil a r to th e a tti c of o ur churches. 
Th e atti c of the wings to be fra med s imila rl y o r on the bes t mod e of fra m-
ing dwe lling hou ses. 
Th e joi s t sha ll be of proper thic kness; s uch of it as is seventeen fee t in 
le ng th or th e reabout to be three in ches thi ck by te n wid e. Such of it as is 
* \\'here thi s phraseolog y is used, the wo rd s 14 by the Bu!lding Committee,' ' are under-
s tood . 
Note 1. In thi s contract, th e fi rst story above the basemen t we designate as the first 
story; the one next above that th e second, and th e nex t the attic; and th at the cellar w hich 
Is beneath the basement. 
N ote 2 . VV hen hewn red stone is mentioned, th e C hatham stone, of which our best kind 
of step stones are made, is intended . 
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much less than seventeen feet to be two and a half inches thick by te n wide. 
All the joist, trimm ers, e tc., to be but six.teen inches apa rt, from ce nter to 
center. 
o ches tnut timber shall be used in any part of the building wh e re any 
wate r mig ht leak in to corr: muni ca te ~stain to a ny part of the building. 
All the cornices shall be of white pine painted three coa ts of white lead 
paint. 
The hing les to be the best of Con nec ti c ut River shingles. 
Th e roof boa rd s to be of sp ru ce close ly bid . The lintels over th e doors 
and windows to be of proper size a nd of timbe r that has been for so me time 
thoro ug hl y se:.so ned. 
The doors sha ll be panel doors thro ug hout the building ex.cep t in th e 
cella rs, and th ese to be ba tten doors, stock loc k s and btches. 
The ou tside d oo rs as drafted , a nd th e two to th e centre of th e building to 
be three a nd a half in ches thick ness, with large kn ob la tches, made on pur-
pose, unl ess s uch as a re thought s uitab le by th e co mmittee can be purchased, 
a nd to hav<' inside bar to the same. Th e o utsid e door to the ea st wing to 
have a good knob Jock of proper s ize. 
Th e in side doo rs to the fo ur larges t prin cipa l rooms on the fir s t s tory to be 
two in ches th ic kness. The sa me o n the second floor one and three quarte rs 
inches thi ck ness. The remaining in sid e doo rs, all ex.cep t close t doors, to 
be of o ne a nd a half inches thi ck ness. C lose t doors one a nd a quarte r 
inches thic kn ess. All said inside doors to be six. panel d oo rs . The outside 
doors to be eight paneled doors ex.cep t the fro nt door, and this to hav e ten 
panels. The doors in the first s tory throug ho ut to be eigh t feet lo ng , and on 
th e second sto ry seven and a half fee t long. Hinges to be <·f s ix. and seven 
inch butts to ou tside doors, to other principal doors fiv e in ch butts. The 
rear centre ha ll door and the rear basement door to have side lights I ike 
Mrs. Whitn ey's, but pla in sash . 
To have the best English morti ce locks to four inside d oors; the best 
close door locks a nd handl es to closets; to e ight other doors of the building 
knob loc ks ; the best tha t can be obtained for the price of one d oll ar each, 
anJ to the remai ning doors, thumb la tch es a nd bolts. 
The window sashes to be ovelo-sashes one and three quarter in ch in 
thi c kness. The large one over the operating room to be as thic k as its s ize 
requires for s tre ngth . The glass to this to be eight by te n , s ix. panes in 
width by ten high, to be made water tight, and th e u pper sash to move dnwn 
and to ope n a nd shut by pu lli es. S1x. other wind o ws in the roofs each to be 
e ig ht by ten g lass. each twe nty- fo ur lights and with one sash to move down 
by pulli es. The glass throug ho ut th e building to be of th e best of second 
quality of New England crown g lass . 
All the windo1vs of the centre building to be on the fir s t s tory ten by 
fifteen, o n th e seco nd s tory ten by fo urtee n g lass, and five panes wid e. The 
windows in the wings on the fir s t s to ry to consist of g lass nin e by thirtee n , 
on th e second nine by twelve. 
All the wind ows to be made to ri se by we ig hts, and th e uppe r sashes to 
move down in the sa me mann e r, ex.cep t in th e basement, to have th e best of 
Scott 's sp rings. The gab le end f the a tti c, back side, to have a semi-e lliptic 
wil'!dow, eight feet long, and made to s lid e up and easy to raise. 
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Th e mantel-pieces to e ig ht rooms to consist of co lumn s and ca rved wood 
caps, and the remainder to con sis t o f pi las te rs. 
Th e cas ings to the doors and windows o n th e fir s t and second story of th e 
centre building to co nsis t of p il as ters, surmounted by plain square blocks. 
The cas ings to be s ix in ches wid e th ro ug ho ut the first s tory anrl five throug h 
th e second. 
The casi ngs of th e seco nd story of th e wings to consist of a n arch itra ve 
five in ches wid e. 
The casi ngs o f the finished pa rt of th e a tti c a nd thro ug hout the baseme nt 
story to be a single a rchitrave and mo uldings. 
The base board s on th e fir s t story to be e leve n in ch es wide with mouldings , 
those on the second the sa me but ten in ches wid e. 
Th e attic and basement to have a plain base boa rd e ight in ches wid e with 
a to ro u s bead in the same. 
Gutters for wa ter to be mad e on the roof aft e r the fashi on of the mode rn 
tin gutters con tri ved by Mr. Whitn ey, to be mad e of cop pe r, on each roof of 
the two wings, fro nt a nd rea r, a nd o n so mu ch of th e ce nt re as pro jects 
beyo nd the wings to carry the wa ter o nto th e wi ngs th a t wou ld o th e rwi se 
fall on th e g ro un d . Th ese gutters to be constru c ted to empty the wate r into 
four proper s ized tin condu ctors reaching to the wa ter- tab le a nd three fee t 
from the ground . 
The re shall be two lig htning rod s of iron three-fo urth s of a n inch di a me-
ter, a ffix ed to two chimn eys of th e centre building, made in the mos t approved 
ma nne r a nd s ilve r poi nted, to ri se eleve n fee t above the tops of the chimn eys; 
and from th e roof to five fee t above the tops of th e chimn eys, to be o ne in ch 
diameter ; to be well sec ured to th e chimn ey , lik ewise to desce nd into th e 
ea rth four fee t be lo w the s urface, th e ir lower ex tremiti es sha rpe ned a nd 
embedded in broke n cha rcoal. 
The re sha ll be two red s tone sink s with lead en tubes of proper s ize a nd 
length to co ndu ct off the wa te r. One of these sinks to be s ix feet by fo ur , 
the o the r four a nd a ha lf fee t by twe nty inches, each to be located wh ere 
d e.s ired . 
The we ll shall be cons tru c ted of red s tone, th e bo ttom of it to made ot th e 
hard es t bri ck, lai d in wate r cemen t one foo t in thi ck n ess, to the ex ten t o f 
e ight fee t in height from the bottom; th e we ll curb to be of white oak. Th e 
s tone to be la id in lime monar fo r s ix fee t from th e top, and the top to be 
cove red by a he wn red s tone in two pi eces, the la rgest of whi ch shall be 
excavated suffic ien tl y to receive th e wate r a nd convey it off. 
Th e diam eter o f the well to be three fee t a nd three inches a t th e bottom, 
and three fee t one in ch at the to p. It s depth shall be s uch as to conta in s ix 
fee t a nd a ha lf of wate r wh e n the sp rings a re a t an average leve l. Th e 
wa te r to be draw n by a good wh ite oa k pump, a nd a n iron brak e, each of th e 
best common co nstru c ti on. 
Th e re sh all be constru c ted a necessarv fourteen fe e t lo ng by seve n a nd a 
h alf broad, a nd a vault e ig ht fee t d eep; th e building, e tc., to be fini shed a nd 
painted aft e r th e plan of the o ne at Messrs. Dwight' s Gy mn as ium , a nd th e 
vault a ft e r th e plan of one a t Mr. Hillhouse's ne w ho use, and to ha ve a 
ve ntil a tor. 
D 
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All the wood work about the exterior of the Hospital to be painted three 
good coats of white lead linseed oil paint. The steps such color as pre-
ferred. The inside wood work to have but two coats of paint. 
The stairs to the scuttle shalL be made firm and easy of access. The scut-
tle door to be of such size as preferred. 
The walk on the top of the centre building to have seats around it on the 
inside, and a deck floo)r; all to be painted with three coats. 
The under side c;>f the pediment to be recessed upward about five feet, 
and plastered, and have a cornice in the recess around it. 
The operati ng room to be finished as drafted, to have circular seats with 
backs, e tc., as commonly made for such rooms. 
All th e chim neys above th e roof to be painted white. 
All the la thing to be of spruce, of the best quality, and seasoned. 
The kitchen chimney to ha,·e a flue in it for the copper boiler, separate from 
the other flue, and carried up to the top of the chimney. Also, a flue leading 
from over the boiler into the other commo n flue of the chimney, to convey 
off steam from the boiler. 
T o have a copper boiler in the kitchen, of the capacity of thirty gallons, 
with a large brass stop coc k and tube, to draw off water into an adjoining 
room. Thi s boiler to be set, like that in Mr. Ingersoll's new house, with 
proper iron g rates a nd door. Likewise a cas t iron boiler holding twenty 
gallons, similarly set without stop cock. 
To have one oven of large size, and one smaller; both furnished with 
patent doors-one to be a door of the largest size. 
The kitchen fire place to have trammels and hooks. 
The pantry a nd closets to have a sufficiency of shelves. 
The window in the hall in the end of the west wing on the first story, to 
have three sashes, reaching to the floor, and a shutter to the lower sash 
inside. 
The rear main hall window of the second story to have also three sashes 
and shutter, in the same manner. 
The rear of the centre building to have a piazza, eighteen feet long . by 
seven feet wide, supported by four pillars, (two square and two round,) a 
deck roof, and a platform under it with two seats. 
The rear steps to be eight fee t long. The steps and platform to the east 
wing, and all o ther outside steps and platforms, to have railings and slats. 
The ends of the wings shall contain one window on the first story of the 
west hall, and an east and a west hall window on the second story. No 
other windows to the ends of the wings, but there shall be four recesses in 
the place of windows in th e end of each wing. 
The rear of the centre building to have a water table or belt of marble of 
proper height for the piazza. 
No plastering on the interior of the building but what is furred and lathed 
firs t, except differently specified. 
All outside doors to be lighted and glazed, either above or on their sides, 
or both, so as to light the halls sufficiently. The front door to be lighted as 
drafted. 
All the inside walls plastered, to be done in the best manner, with as much 
plaster of Paris as is used for the b~st walls. 
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All th at part of the ex te ri o r w3ll whi ch is s uppo rt ed a bove th e pill a rs in 
fro nt of th e centre building, ex te ndi ng fro m s3id pill ars to the ri dge of th e 
roof, to be of ha rd bri ck, twelve inches thi ck fro m the to p of th e p ill a rs to 
the line of the eaves, a nd all above, e ig ht inches t'hi c k , a nd la id ro ug h for 
plaste ring. 
In the ea s t 'wing whe re one of the bri ck pa rtit io n wa ll s is left o ut, th e 
fl oo rs a nd partiti ons above sha ll be s upported by brick pill a rs in the ce ll ar, 
a nd by wood pill a rs in the basement s to ry a ll of s uffi cie nt s ize 3nd strength . 
T he abacus o f each pill a r a nd o f each squ a re column to cons is t of o ne 
p iece of whit e ma rbl e. 
T o each of the two o uts id e doors opening into the baseme nt s to ry, there 
shall be flagging stone s te ps, with a red s to ne a t to p. T o the e ntra nce of the 
baseme nt in fro nt, within the main fro nt d oo r, the re sha ll be woode n steps. 
Th e balu strad e o r battl e ment o n th e roof to be of wood, pa inted wh ite 
with three coats. 
F o r part ic ul a rs no t me nti oned , see the d ra ft s, whi ch a re to be equ a lly 
binding o n th e co ntrac ting parti es as a re th ese specifica tio ns. 
A ll ru bbi sh to be cleared a way , a nd g ro un d levell ed aro und the b uil di ng 
afte r the wo rk is fini shed. 
No mo rtar sha ll be used in the constru ctio n of th e hospita l th a t has no t 
been th o ro ug hly prepared th ree d ays previo usly; a nd non e shall be used in 
plas tering a nd fini sh ing the ex te ri or wa ll s of the same tha t has not bee n p re-
pared in a p roper mann er ten d ays o r mo re. 
In plas te ring the o ut side of the building, all endeavors sha ll be used to 
effec t its be ing d o ne in the bes t ma nn e r know n a t the time, both as rela tes 
to the qu a lity, proportio n a nd mi x ing o f the ing redi e nts, the proper degree 
of d ry ness fo r a p plying the second coa t, e tc., e tc., a nd any o ther means th e 
committee may cons id e r of impo rta nce, as condu cing towa rd beauty or dura-
bil ity, shall receive d ue a tte nti on an d be exec uted acco rding ly. 
Th e o ut si d e doors, bes ides the ma in front d oor (drafted ,) are to be a rear 
d oo r to th e centre b uil d ing. a nd a d oor to the e nd of the ea st wing , bo th on 
the fi rs t s tory; a lso, two doors to the baseme nt s tory , viz., one in rea r of th e 
centre b u ild ing , a nd o ne a t the e nd of the eas t wing - all to be eig ht panell ed 
d oors. T o each o ut side doo r of the fir s t s to ry, exce pt th e ma in fro nt door, 
there sha ll be a flig ht of wood e n steps a nd pl atfo rm with rai lings on each 
s ide. Both of the e ntra nces to the baseme nt s tory to have fl agging s to ne 
s te ps, with each one red sto ne a t top. two fee t broad. 
There shall be a b ri c k cis te rn of th e capacity of twenty hogsheads, plastered 
insid e with wate r lime, a nd covered over the iop with pl a nk . 
Th e wall s to be u p a nd cove red by the first of Aug ust nex t. The ins ide 
to be fin ished , so that the b uil d ing shall be hab itabl e by the firs t of October 
nex t. 
The o utside pl as te ring not to be put on till May, 1832. 
To have Connec tic ut River yellow pine fl oors in the basement a nd first 
s tory, in s tead of E gg H arbor, as he re tofo re directed . 
T o have mahogany sills to doors of the fo ur bes t roo ms. 
The rear piazza to be ceil ed with plain board s , a nd th e d eck roof pain ted . 
The pavement und e r the front pedim e nt to be of flagging stone, selected 
by the committee, to cost eleven cents a foot. 
T o have appropri a te iro n sc ra pers to all o utside s teps . 
C lose ts to be as drafted. 
All windows tha t rise by weights to have the best kind of fas te nings. 
\ •Vind o ws re fe rred to in th ese spec ifica ti o ns a re be li eved to be as follows :-
4 win dows 10 x 15 g lass , 5 panes wide , a nd 6 hig h . 
10 X I 4 5 " 6 " 
12 9 X 13 " 6 " 
14 9 X 12 " 6 " 
9 X 13 
10 X l4 
17 9 X 13 4 " 4 
8 9 X 12 " ' 3 " 2 
8 x 10 " 24 panes each, in roof. 
8 x 10 6 panes wide and 10 hig h in roof. 
The buil ding was erected und e r th e above specifications 
by icl ney M. Stone, Esq. , for less than $13,000. 
ove mbe r zz d, Mr. Nathan Peck was appointed to 
supe rintend th e erecti on of th e building, to watch its 
progress a nd obse rv e that th e contrac t was fulfill ed . lt 
was a lso votecl that Dr. Thomas Hubbard be auth o rized 
to execute th e contrac t o n the part o f th e Hospita l Society. 
Se vera l mee tings were held be twee n the above date and 
Jun e, 183 1. A meeti ng was held a t this time at which it 
was decided to accept o f th e contract with th e Treasury 
D epartm ent fo r th e ca re of s ick a nd disabled seamen at 
th e ra te of $3.50 per week for the care of sick sea men. 
O ct. I 3th it was again dec id ed to apply to Congress fo r 
aid in co mpl eting the H osp ita l es tab lishment :-
To tl1e Honorable the Senate and tlu H ouse (Jf R epresentatives of the United 
States, in Congress assembled: 
The Pe t iti o n of the "Ge ne ra l H osp ital Socie ty of Conn ec ti c ut, " bv their 
Direc to rs, respec tfull y she we th- . 
Tha t the Legis la ture of Connecti cut , at thei r Session in M ay, 1826, in con-
seq uence o f an unanim o us app lica tion of the M edical Conven tion of the 
ta te , gran ted a C ha rt e r for a " State Hospital, to be established in flu City of 
JVew Haven.',' 
This In s tituti o n, if ca rri ed int o e ffec t, will be th e first and only one of the 
kin d in the State. It has lo ng bee n req uired, by the wants o f th e commun-
ity and ea rn estl y rega rd ed, no t o nly by medical gen tlemen of high re puta-
t io n, but by enlig hte ned a nd benevolent cit izens of a ll c lasses a nd profes-
s io ns, as o ne of th e mos t important cha riti es of the count ry. It has been 
viewed, as all s imilar es tab lishme nts in our co untry have been rega rd ed , as 
the refuge and asy lum of the sic k and di tressed of all land s ;:where public 
bounty may s up ply th e wants of th e distressed a nd in a measure mitiga te th e 
calam iti es of disease a nd misfortune. In what o th er asy lum can the sick 
stranger, cas t upon o ur sho res, or arrested in hi s journey by disease or acci-
dent, or the fri e ndl ess and forl o rn of all d escriptions find a refuge so app ro-
pr ia te and means of restoration so effec tual ? 
The es tab l ishme ut is no t intended to be exclusive a nd local in it s benefits 
nor interesting to th e stranger and fri endl ess ~l o n e. It will ope n an asylu~ 
for the poor, as well as the sic k, for the sa il o r, as well as the citi zen of eve ry 
o ther occ upation ; in brief, for the a ffli c ted of all classes, who may need med-
ical advice, the assistance of s killful s urg ical operators, the kind and prac-
ti sed a id of e xperien ced attendants, a nd th e appropriate apparatus and 
necessary accommodations, which such a n es tabli shm ent only can afford. 
T o th e poor a nd friendless, the whole advantages of the Hosp ita l will be 
gratuitously afforded. 
The Legislat ure of Connec tic ut , dividing the ir bounty among num e rous 
chari tab le institu"tions, have partially e nd owed the "General Hosp ital So-
cie ty," benevolent in div idu als have also co ntributed consid erab le sum s, and 
upon the strength of funds a lready raised, a nd in th e a nti c ipati o n of furth e r 
aid, the Direc to rs have purchased a lo t of abo ut twelve ac res of gro und , a nd 
are now erec ting a s ubsta nti al s tone building, abo ut o ne hundred a nd 
twenty feet in le ng th , and near ly f1fty feet in depth, three s tor ies in !~eight , 
con tai ning forty commodio us apa rtm en ts. The building is to be compl eted 
and finished in a plain, neat s tyle, with special regard to economy and th e 
accomn1odation of pa tients. But the Soc ie ty have asce rtained th at the s um s 
der ived from State bou nty a nd indi vidu al char ity will be insufficient to com-
plete thi s benevole nt projec t, a nd that to e nab le them to realize the a nti r ipa-
ted advan tages of the In stituti on, by putting it in full operation, a s um in 
addition to their present funds, of abo ut twen ty- fi ve tho usa nd dollars will be 
requisite. 
As the U nited States have no hospi ta l \Vithin th e State of Conn ec tic ut for 
the accommoda tion of their s ick and disabled seamen . pa rti c ular regard has 
been paid to tha t matter by yo ur ·Petitioners, both in regard to the locati on 
and exten t of the es tab li shment. 
Th e Ci ty of New H aven, which I S of easv access to a long lin e of sea-
board, embraces th e principal commerc ia l port in th e State, and from the 
course of her business, is pecu liar ly exposed to diseases of tropical clim ates, 
it has th erefore been se lec ted as the best loca tion. 
The si te of the Hospital is on rising ground , com mand in g an ex tensive 
view of the Harbor a nd of Long Island Sound, and is d eemed th e best spot 
that co uld have been se lec ted, ei th er in reference to facility of access or 
purity of atmosp he re in the neigh borhood of th e Ci ty. 
So far as their limited means will a llo w them to go, the ma nagers are 
ready and des iro us to make permanen t a rrangeme nts for the good accommo-
dati o n of that deserving class of pa ti e nts,-s ic k and disabled seame n. 
They beg leave to sugges t, as a n important in ciden t to th e loca ti o n , that 
th e es tablishmen t will be under the s uper intendence a nd management of th e 
M ed ical Faculty of Yale Coll ege, a branch of an University e min en tly co n-
spicuous among the lite rary institutions of our country. Their practical aid, 
rende red to the inma tes of the H osp ita l, will enabl e th e m to illu stra te to 
their p u pi ls the th eory of « profess ion , to whose e nlig htened s kill no intelli-
gent bei ng can be in sensible. 
Fully bel ieving that the Go,•e rnm e nt o f th e U nited States will fee l a n inte r-
est in the s uccess of a n ins titut io n of s uch gene ra l util ity a nd in whi ch they 
have so di rec t an interes t, the P eti ti o ne rs with co nfid e nce a ppeal to the m for 
a id ;- as the constitu t io nal pro tec tors of comm erce a nd the g ua rd ians of sea-
men, it is presu med th a t thi s petitio n will be received by Co ng ress with 
favo rab le rega rd. 
In co nclu sion, yo ur Petiti oners solici t respectfully from th e United States 
s uch s um of money as will enable the m to co mpl ete the Hos pital abo ve 
desc ri bed, a nd furnish it wi th suitable appara tu s a nd a ppe nd ages. 
N ovember I sth , th e Directors made a se ttl ement with 
Dr. S wa n, who had bee n a ppointed a ~e nt for subscriptions 
in Fairfi e ld County:-
Cmllemen,-The agency assigned me in th e co unty of F ai rfi eld , in th is 
Sta te, has been accompl ished; b ut , I reg re t to say, with ve ry limited s uccess. 
Th e ci tizens of thi s cou nty wfll no t respond to yo ur a p peals to indivi d ual lib-
e ra lity. I s tate thi s in pos it ive te rm s; for, it is th e res ult of la bori o us exper-
iment. T he objec t of my miss ion was clea rl y s ta ted to them, in pri va te, in 
pu blic , and through the medi u m of the press. I g-ave, thro ug h the whol e 
age ncy, that importance to the subjec t, which the inte res ting cha rac ter and 
the exigencies of the in st itutio n demand ed. I passed 68 d ays in the county , 
th e g reater part of whi ch my object was met ei the r by sys tema ti c o p position 
or d isgusti ng ind ifference. It is d ue, ho weve r, to the citi zens fo r me to s ta te, 
tha t yo u r agen t was personally t rea ted with respec t, eve n by those who were 
hos tile to th is mode of in sti tut ing a nd mainta ining o ur publi c institutions. 
They a lmos t un iversa ll y refer yo u to th e State Legis la ture for thi s objec t. 
My acco u nts have been rendered to the prud e ntia l co mm ittee, to who m I 
respec tfully tender my thanks for th eir a tte nti o ns a nd the promptness with 
which my comm u nications have been a ttend ed to whil e abroad . 
Accep t, gentlemen, my bes t wishes for th e success of your in stitut ion . 
Yo u rs, respec tfull y, 
D irec tors of Gen. Hos. Soc ., Co nn. , l 
New H aven, Nov. 14. I 8J I. r 
J. SW A N . 
Ma rch 23d, 1832, it was voted to make another appli ca-
tion to th e Leg islature for further aid , the a pplication to 
Cong ress not hav ing been successful. 
At t he annu a l meetin g held May I I, I832, H on. Sim eon 
Ba ldw in was e lected President ; Th omas Hubbard , M.D. , 
V ice-Pres.; A mos T ow nse nd , Jr. , Treasurer , a nd N. B. 
I ves, Secretary. There had been no changes in th e offi cers 
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from year to year , since th e fi rs t electi on to t hi s tim e, with 
th e exception of the choice of N . B. I ves as Secre ta ry in 
pl ace o f Charles H ooker. At t hi s meeting th e fir st choice 
of Attending P hysicia ns and V isito rs was macle. T he 
V isito rs were, S id ney Hull , H on. D enni s K im be rl y, D r. 
T hos. Hubba rd, H on. S imeon Bald win a nd D r. T . P. 
Beers. A ttend ing Phys icia ns a nd S.urgeo ns, T hos. Hu b-
bard, Eli I ves, J onathan K night , V. M. Dow, A. S. Mon-
son a nd C harl es H ooker. 
June 22 , 1832 . The cholera ha ving appeared in th e 
Ci ty, a mee ting was co nve ned on th e prop riety of ad mit-
tin g chole ra patients to th e Hosp ita l. Th e subj ect was 
inde fi.nitely post poned. 
July r 1 th . A req uest was p resented from th e B oa rd of 
H ealth fo r pe rm ission to make use of th e Hospita l fo r 
chole ra patients. A co mm it tee, co nsisting o f H on. Dennis 
Kim berly and J ohn Beach, Esq., was ap pointed to co m-
municate th e views of th e Directors to the Board of 
H ealth. It is appa re nt t ha t th e views of th e Di rec to rs 
did not agree with th ose of th e Boa rd of H eal t h, for at a 
su bsequ ent meeting a noth e r ap plicati on was made by th e 
H ealth Co mmittee for t he use of the H ospita l for cholera 
pat ients. It was d ecided to be inexped ient under existing 
circ um sta nces to accede to the req uest of th e Board of 
H ea lth . Hon. D enni s K im be rly, H on. Henry W . Edward s 
a nd Dr. T. P. Beers, were ap po inted to expla in to th e 
Board of H ea lth th e reaso ns for th e foregoing de termina-
t ion. Th e c hi ef groun d of objection was tha t the charter 
provi d ed th at contagious d iseases shoul d not be received 
into th e H ospita l. 
Jul y 31, 1832. It was voted that th e build ing committee, 
with th e additi on o f H on. S im eon Ba ldwin , F. B . W in-
throp, E sq., a nd H on. Dennis Kimberly, be a committee 
to decide with regard to th e accepta nce of the H ospita l 
build ings. It was a lso voted to ap poi nt th e P resident, 
H on. Sim eon Ba ld win , to negoti at e with th e treasurer of 
th e school fund fo r a perm anent loan. A ug . 3d, it was 
d ec ided to bo rrow, in th e name of th e Society, a sum ·not 
exceed ing $2, 500. to be appli ed to the pay ment o f t he 
d ebt du e fro m th e Society to Sidn ey M. Stone for th e 
e rec ti o n of the H ospita l. 
Th e ac ti o n of the Society in refu sing to receive chole ra 
patients, wi th out do ubt ope rated t o th e finan cia l injur y of 
th e S ociety. A t th at tim e th e re was g rea t indi g nati on 
exp ressed by many of th e cit ize ns o f New Haven at what 
was te rm ed th e "cr ~1 e lty o f th e doctors" in refusin g to 
t ake cha rge o f the poor, sufferin g cholera pa ti ents; but 
th e opinions of th e p hysicians o f that day we re such as to 
th e co ntagion o r infec ti on of cholera as t o fo rce th em to 
take the sta nd th ey did in th a t matter. 
Septe mber 27, 1832, th e first meriti on is mad e o f th e 
empl oy ment of a S t eward for the H osp ital, and W ill ia m 
Storer was elected. 
In May, 1833, a t th e annua l meetin g, Nathan Peck, Esq . 
was e lec ted President, and tw o new names appear o n th e 
Board of Visitors; v iz., Dr. Sa mu e l P und e rso n a nd Isaac 
B eers, Esq. The ot he r o ffi ce rs re ma ined th e sa me. Dr. 
Chas. H ooke r \\" as ap J..l ointed age nt fo r th e ma rin e hos-
pital fund in 1832 a nd continu ed . Th e Prudentia l Com-
mittee were a uth ori zed t o se ll a lot of land separated 
from th e H osp ita l sq uare by a road runnin g nea rl y no rth 
and so uth and adj oinin g th e la nd o f Nathan P eck. Thi s 
was th e stree t that is now a continuat io n of H owa rd ave ., 
and form erly ca ll ed Hubbard street , fro m th e late Dr. 
Hubba rd , who was so long conn ec ted with th e H ospita l 
as V ice President, Direc tor and A ttendin g S urgeon. I t 
was voted, a lso, to se ll th e rea l esta te belonging to th e 
Socie ty in ort h H aven. 
May 19th, 1834, a committee was ap pointed t o meet th e 
com mittee fo r th e petitioners fo r a new bank an d concert 
measures for sec urin <T a g rant from th e L egis lat ure. Th e 
L egis lature in their wisdo m decided, on several different 
occasions, not to g rant a ny direct a id to th e H ospital, 
with one excep ti o n. Tn 1828 th ey did app rop ri a te $5,000 
for the benefit of th e H ospita l fund fo r buildings. Th e 
r e port o n thi s petition was made by th e la te Governor 
H enry W. Edwa rds, w ho was at tha t tim e a me mbe r of 
the Senat e and is as follows:-
Tlu Committee to whom was referred the Petition of tlu General Hospital Soaety, 
Report-
That thi s Society was incorporated in th e yea 1' r826, a nd tha t si nce th ei r 
incorporation th ey have been e ngaged in ra is ing funds to enable th em to 
accomplish the objec ts for whi ch th ey were organized. 
Th e Medical Conve ntion of th e State hi ghly approving th e objec ts of th e 
In stitut ion, and disposed as far as in their powe r to aid th em, have app rop ri -
a ted the amoun t payable for Deg rees by th ose "'ho a re gr:1d uated at th e M ed-
ical In stituti o n, being $5 for each Deg ree, amo unting to abo ut $ r so per year, 
perma nen tl y to thi s objec t. 
The Professo rs of th e Medi cal In s titution have a lso pl edged th eir profes-
s ional se rvi ces to the Society , and ten pe r c.ent. of th e ir in come fro m th e 
Medical in stit ution for fi ve years, and in case thi s ten per cent. does no t 
amount to $roo per yea r from each Professo r, they agree to add to it s uch a 
sum as will mak e it $roo from each ; th e re be ing fo ur P rofessors, thi s wi ll 
g ive ~oo dolbrs per year for five years from thi s so urce. 
The Society a lso hope by a n arrangement wi th th e Un ited Sta tes respect-
ing the sic k and disabled seamen in th e Co ll ec ti o n Di s tri c t of New H ave n, 
to ob tain the H osp ital money col lec ted in tha t Coll ec ti o n Distric t, amo unt -
ing to abo ut $soo per year. 
They have a lso ob tain ed in donations from in div idu a ls in New Haven a 
consid e rable s um , which they ex pec t will be increased , so that what is thu s 
obtained, in addition to what has been given by th e Professors of the Medi-
cal Institution, independ ent of th eir profess ional se rvices, wi ll amo unt at 
leas t to $s.ooo. 
They also expect, a nd h a~·e rece ived e nco uraging ass urances to tha t effect, 
tha t a considerab le sum will be obtained from donations by individuals in 
o ther parts of th e Sta te. 
Not less than ten tho usand dollars will be abso lutely necessary to proc u re 
a site, a nd erec t suitab le bui ldings. Whatever is ob tained beyond this, will 
be appli ed in defraying the expenses of ca rrying on th e es tab li shmen t. 
Th e Committ ee a re a lso advised that this is essen tiall y a charitab le in sti-
tuti on . That those who a re un ab le to pay are to be admitted gra tuito us!)•. 
I t is contempla ted, however, it will frequently hap pen, as has been the fac t 
in o th er !Jiaces, where in s tituti ons of a similar nature have been es tab lished, 
th at persons of property will resort to thi s In s tituti on, on acco unt of the 
supenor advantages they may the re enjoy. Wh en thi s is th e case it is 
ex pec ted th ey will make a reasonabl e compensation, excepting for the ser-
vices of the physicians and s urgeons, which are in all cases to be gra tui tous. 
As a n a uxi li a ry to the Medical In stituti on thi s Hospital is considered very 
important, as without a n es tab li shmen t of th is k ind it is im possible to com -
muni cate medi cal instru cti on in the mos t adva ntageo us mann er. The th e-
o n • of medical sc ie nce may be commun ica ted without it , but th eory without 
pr~c ti ce in thi s, as well as everything e lse, is comparat ively of littl e use. 
The State of Con necticut is so limited and circumscribed in territory th at 
it is necessary \ve shoul d avai l o urselves to the utmost of the advantages we 
do possess, to secure to ou'rselves a proper degree of rela ti ve importance in 
th e Union. These things have not been neglec ted hith e rto. Among th e 
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advan tages within our reach th e means of ed ucation a nd instruction are ex -
tremely im portant, and whatever advan tages th e nat ives of thi s State may 
have been proud to possess and enjoy in other parts of th e U ni on to which 
they have been indu ced to migrate, is jus tly cha rgeable tn the superior 
advan tages of educatio n they have enj oyed in th e State of th eir nativity. 
From the earli est se ttl eme nt of th e State ed uca tion ha s been a primary 
object with th ose who have supe rinte nded th e concerns of th e State, and 
a ttention in thi s respect has hithe rto kept pace with the progress of soc ie ty 
a nd th e adva ncemen t of the coun try. 
Educa ti on is a s ubject which appears to devolve naturally o n the States-
and its care has been left hitherto almost exclu sive ly to them, and in many 
particulars it will no doubt a lways be so left. 
Each Sta te in the U ni o n see ms disposed to possess within itself all th e 
means of instruction, a nd a lso to provide it se lf with those institutions which 
are considered important for th e health and com fort of it s inhab ita nts. 
Th e period is not far distant wh e n the number of c.oll eges in th e United 
Sta tes was very limited; at present the re is scarcely a State in th e Union 
that has not provided itself or is ta king measures to provide it self, with at 
leas t one institution of thi s kind. 
It is but a very few years since the re was but one In s tituti on in the United 
States for th e instruction of the Deaf a nd Dumb. Th ese inSI.itutions ha ve 
multiplied and the probab ility is tha t every Sta te in the U ni on will soo n be 
provided with one. 
Medical In stitutions, until very recently, were rare in thi s country, and 
young men from every part of th e United Sta tes were und e r the necessi ty of 
resorting to perhaps o ne parti cul a r place, or going to foreign co untri es, to 
procure proper medical in stru cti on . In s tituti ons of thi s kind a re now dif-
fused or are diffusing themselves thro ugh the co untry. 
Hospitals fo r the In sane a re also Institutions with respec t to whi ch the 
same remarks may be made. 
In all these particulars, fortun a tely, the State of Connecticut is provided, 
and an institution of the kind con te mpl a ted by th e Petitioners is alone 
wanted to complete our public es tab lishments. 
In addi tion to it s use as connec ted with medical instructi o n, it is consid-
ered as a place where diseases of a ce rt ain kind , particularly chronic dis-
eases, may be more advantageously trea ted than elsewhere. 
As th e Hospital will be furnished with th e best apparatu s a nd all neces-
sary a ttendants, it is co nsidered as a place where surgical operations of a 
delicate and difficult na ture can be most conveniently and successfully pe r-
formed. 
At "the prese nt tim e insta nces not unfrequ ently occur of persons from dif-
ferent and distant parts of tht: State reso rting to New H aven, to avai l them-
selves of the skill and experience of the Professors of th e Medical In s titu-
tion in surgical cases, and great difficulty has been expe rie nced in procuring 
sui table places for their accommodation . Private families and the keepers 
of public houses are ge nerally unwilling to admit persons of this description. 
The students of the co ll ege when taken s ick, it is con templated, will he re 
find a place where they can be a ttended to in the bes t possible manner, and 
tha t this est:1.b li shm en t will furnish the o nly proper substitute for parental 
care a nd watchfulness. 
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Strangers of every d escr ipti o n, it is calculated , will here find a refu ge and 
a home. 
The Commi ttee. after a full exami nati on a nd investigation of th e subject, 
are of th e op inion tha t thi s Institution addresses itself with peculi ar force to 
the feelings and interes ts of thi s co mmunity, and is well worthy the pa tron-
age of the State. 
After the erec tion of s uitab le buildings, the expe nses with which th e Insti-
tuti on will be charged are:-The purchase of su itab le furniture a nd appara-
tu s. The expense of diet, fu el, a nd medicin e. Th e wages and support of a 
suitable person as s uperintend e nt, with hi s family , to reside a t th e H ospita l. 
T~ wages and support of nurses. Th e preservation and repa ir of bui ldings. 
furniture, &c., an d some other incid enta l expenses, which ca nn ot be particu-
la rl y foresee n or specified. Th ese expenses must be defrayed from the 
funds of the Society, and it is contempla ted that such will be its adva ntages 
a nd such the force with whi ch it will reco mme nd itself to the favo r of the 
co mmunity, that the Socie ty will be e nabl ed bv the aid it will receive from 
in.dividuals, to carry on thei r operations, if the); are furnished by the Sta te 
with necessary buildings. 
Th e Committee the refo re recom mend a n a ppro priation of Five Thousand 
Dollars, in two annual installments of 2,500 Dollars each, to be expended in 
the purchase of a site and the erection of buildings, a nd for this purpose 
they report a joint resolution . 
All which is respec tfully submitted. P e r order. 
(S igned) H . W. EDW ARIJS, Chairman. 
Resolved by this Assem bly, That the s um of Five Thousa nd Dollars be 
a nd th e same is hereby appropriated to th e General Hospital Society of th e 
Connectic ut , to aid s uch Society in the purchase of a suitable site a nd th e 
erec tion of suitable buildings for the acco mmodatio n of said Society, and 
tha t the same be paid to said Soci ety in manner following, tha t is to say, one 
half on the first of July of the present year, and the o ther half on the first of 
July in the year one thousa nd eight hundred a nd twe nty-nine , a nd the 
Comptroller is he reby directed to draw orders on the Treasurer in favo r of 
said Socie ty, for said s um accordingly. 
(Approved by the Governor May 27th, 1828.) 
They, however, did not hesitate to say to certain banks 
that had applied to th em for charters, we will gran t you 
the privileges yo u request , provided you will pay so much 
to the General Hospital Society of Connecticut. A very 
convenient mode of satisfying their consciences and re-
liev ing th e State from the expenditure of any money for 
the benefit of a great and important charity. This, of 
course, refers to the ea rly legislation on this matter. Of 
late years the Legislature has not been called upon to 
g ra nt charters for ba nks, and in consequ ence hav e pursued 
a more direct and libera l poli cy towa rd all of our State 
chariti es. A full and de ta iled sta t ement of th e acti on of 
th e Legislature in thi s respec t will appear before we close 
thi s pape r. 
Febru a ry 4th , 1835· A meetin g was held for the pur-
pose of a ut ho rizi ng th e Secreta ry to di spose of a small 
s trip o f la nd situated so uthw este rl y of th e H ospit al. 
A t th e annu a l meetin g, May 15th, 183 5, the old office~s 
we re elected, with th e excepti on that Dr. V . M. Dow 
was chosen Sec retary in p lace of Dr. N . B. Ives. H enry 
Peck, Esq. , was e lected Vi sitor in place of H on. D ennis 
K imbe rly. A. S. Mo nson, M. D ., was add ed to the list 
o f At tend ing Physicia ns. N athan Peck, Esq ., T. P. 
Beers, M.D., V . M. D o w, M. D ., Dr. ]. Skinne r, and J ohn 
Babcock, Esq., were ap pointed a Committee to lay out 
roads, se t out trees, w hen th ey shall deem it necessary, 
im prove th e g round s, and make oth er improve ments. 
A ug ust 25 th. A noth er lot o f la nd was sold unde r th e 
di recti on of H enry Peck , Esq . 
October 5th. J a mes Brewster , Esq. , was add ed to th e 
Committee for improvin g th e g rounds of th e Hospital. 
It was voted " to se ll th e sma ll o ld house no w on the 
Beecher lot fo r th e p urpose o f bemg remo ved th er·e-. 
fro m. " Voted, th a t a "palin g fen ce be made on th e 
south wes terly side of th e stree t la te ly m ade in front of 
t he H ospita l Square. This is th e street no w called 
Cedar street. 
December 9th. Th e Milfo rd Turn pike Compa ny were 
requested to d isco ntinu e, as a turnpike, th a t pa rt o f th eir 
road whic h ex te nd s from George street, in N ew H a ve n, 
to th e West Bridge, and ta ke instead of it C ong ress 
Ave nu e. 
J anuary 12th, 1836. It was vo ted to sell a ce rtain piece 
of land si tu a ted northeasterly of the H ospital Sq uare. 
T he matter of procurin g so me fit person as Ste wa rd of 
t he H ospita l was re ferr ed to the Prudential Committee, 
W illia m S torer , th e first S te ward of th e H ospital ha ving 
resigned. M r. Amos Hill was appointed soon afte r this 
meeting. 
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Ap ril 21st , 1836. Dr. J. S kinn er was appointed to pro-
vide fuel, prov isions, &c., for th e H ospital. 
D ece mber 2 rst , 1836. Th e Legisla ture was aga in 
ca ll ed up on for money out of th e fund s soon to be re-
ceived by th e S ta te from th e U nited States. The Direc-
to rs wer e, ev ide ntly , on th e a le rt, t o call upon th e S tate 
w hen it was in fund s from a ny so urce. 
May r rth , 1838. It was directed that th e Secreta ry 
g ive publi c noti ce in th e ne wspapers of th e terms a nd 
conditions on whic h pa ti e nts will be received into th e 
H ospita l. It was al so voted th a t th e Prudential Com-
mittee be auth o ri zed to procure t wo more beds, when 
wanted . I find nothing on th e record to show th e 
number of beds in th e H ospita l ; but it is safe to con-
clude th a t th ere were more th an two. 
May roth , 1839. Drs. J. H . Kain a nd E. H . Bishop 
were e lected A ttending Ph ys icians. 
A t th e a nnu a l mee ting, May 14th , 1840, Dr. E. H . 
Bisho p was e lected Sec reta ry, a nd E . H . Bishop, M. D. , 
a nd H enry A . T omlinso n, M.D., were chosen as A tte nd-
ing Physicians. 
March 12th, 1841. Dr. J. H. Ka in was e lected A ttend-
in g Physician in p lace of Dr. I-I. A . T omlinson, deceased . 
A t a mee tin g held A ug ust 4th , 184 1, M r. A mos Hill 
having res ig ned , and a numbe r of perso ns ha vin g appli ed 
to the Prude nti a l· Co mmittee, it was voted to refer th e 
matter to th e Prude nti a l Committee , with power to ac t 
in th e ma tte r. Dr. P . T. M ill e r was e lected Ste wa rd in 
1841 . 
May 12th , 1842. Dr. J. Kni g ht was e lected P res ident ; 
H a n. Denni s Kim ber ly, Vice Presid ent. D r. Kni g ht he ld 
th e o ffi ce of President from this tim e until hi s death , in 
r864. A t this mee ti,ng Dr. P. A. J e wett was e lected A t-
t endin g Physicia n a nd S urgeo n. 
Janu ary r8th , 1843. The Directo rs auth o ri zed th e 
Pru de nti a l Committee to re nt to Dr. J. G. P ercival cer-
ta in rooms in th e H ospita l. Th e number o f patients 
being sma ll, th e Directors were disposed to occ upy a ll 
th e a vail a ble sl?ace in the H ospita l for a reasonable re mu-
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nera ti on; co nsequ ently a t this tim e we find many of the 
roo ms occ upi ed for t he storage of th e furniture o f fa mi-
li es wh o harl te mp ora ril y left th e city . F o r th e sam e 
r easo n th e rooms in th e second story o f th e south wing 
were rented to Dr. P ercival. 
A t a specia l meetin g held O ctober 24, 1843, Dr. E. H. 
Bishop resig ned th e o ffi ce of S ecretary, and Dr. P. A. 
J e wett was e lected to fill th e vacancy . 
A t th e adjourn ed a nnu a l meeting, May 15 , 1845 , John 
A . T otten a nd L ev i I ves, M.D ., were el ected Attending 
Phys icians. 
It is inte res tin g to sta te that , a fe w y ears previous to 
this da te, enoug h of th e o rig inal purchase of land had 
been sold so th a t th e H ospita l Squa re of se ven and three 
qua rte r acr es had cos t th e Socie ty but five hundred 
dollars. S ubseq uent sa les of land were made for such an 
a mount as to ma ke a sav ing of a few hundred dollars 
ove r th e ori g inal cost 
A t th e meetin g July 4th , th e Prudenti a l Committee 
were for th e first tim e auth orized to employ a house 
ph ysician, to reside a t the H ospital. 
A t th e meeting, May 7th , r847, Dr. H . Bronson was 
a ppointed A ttendin g Physician. 
\ committee co nsistin g o f Drs. E. I ves, E. H. Bish o p 
and P A. J e wett , were a ppointed to consider a nd r ecom-
mend some pla n for o bta ining an in crease of th e H ospital 
fund s and th e number of me mbers of th e Society . 
Jay zsth , 1847, in consequ ence of the la rge increase 
of ex penses, und er th e manage ment of then Ste ward, 
a nd of a sli g ht mi sund erstanding betw een Dr. Dow, 
th e C hairm an of th e Prudential Co mmittee, a nd a large 
dog. th e p ro perty of th e S te ward, the follo wing reso lu-
ti on was introdu ced by Dr. Dow, and passed by the 
un anim ous vote of th e Directors: 
R esolved, That th e Ste ward of the H ospital be directed 
to se ll th e horse, wago n, ca rt and ha rn ess, a nd oth er arti-
cles, as th e Prudentia l Committee may direct; and also 
th at he be directed not to keep a ho rse. T o enjoin upon 
him to devote hi s undi vided attention , ,and that of his 
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wife, t o th e interes ts of th e Hospita[; to keep no dog s or 
other useless and expensive au£mals on th e premises; and to 
require o f him a monthly sta tement of th e accounts, of 
debts contracted, and of all moneys received a nd paid 
out by him ; and th at no arti c le, beside th ose necessa ry 
for the ordina ry business of th e H osp ita l, be purchased 
with out a written order fro m th e Prudential Committee. 
The C hairman of the Prudential Committee was di-
rected to visit th e H ospita l eve1•y mont!t, to examin e the 
accounts of the Steward, and to ha ve a ge neral super-
vision of th e economi cal co nce rns of th e H ospita l ; a nd 
that be be a ll o wed tw enty -five doll ars for hi s se rvi ces. 
The result proved th a t thi s a ppropria ti on was well ex-
pended, for on August I rtb , 1847, the res ig na ti on of th e 
S teward was received and accep ted. 
September 7th, a t a specia l meeting, William Merwin 
was appointed Steward a t a salary of $300 per yea r for 
th e services of himse lf and wife. As Mr. Merwin was 
satisfied with thi s sala ry for seve ral years, it is to be pre-
sumed that it was a su ffi ciently liberal one for th e ser-
vices perfo rm ed. 
August 4th , r 848, at a spec ial meeting, Dr. A. C. Blakes-
lee , th e first house Physician, received hi s appointm ent. 
Drs. Knig ht , H ooker , Dow, S. M. S tone, Esq., a nd Dr. 
Jewett, were appointed a Committee fo r th e purpose of 
devising some plan for rendering th e g rounds about th e 
Hospital more ornamental. A ug ust 14th, th e Committee 
reported, and wer e authorized to carry th e proposed 
plan into execution as soon as co nv eni ent. 
May 14th, 1849, at th e a nnu al mee ting, Drs. D. L. Dag-
gett and W . ]. Whiting were elected Attending Phy-
sicians. 
October 23d, 1849, th e bonu s of $sooo from th e Farmers 
Bank of Bridge port, was received, a nd Dr. Kni g ht a nd 
Hon. W . W. B oardman were appointed a Committee to 
loan the money . 
May 22d, r8so. Dr. N. W. T ay lor was e lected Attend-
in g Physician. At this meeting th e first report to the 
Legislature was order ed to be prepared by the Presi-
dent, Dr. Knig ht. 
The write r well r e members th e o ppositi o n, not t o say 
de ri sio n, his propositi o n met in th e B oard o f Directors, 
when he pro posed t o make applica ti o n to th e L egisla ture 
fo r an annu al a ppropri a ti o n of $zooo fo r cha r ity pati ents, 
to be !'!x pend ed o n th e sa me te rms as th e a ppropri a tion 
_____ of $ sooo to th e re treat fo r th e In san e a t H a rtfo rd. A fter 
persiste nt e ffo rts before severa l meetings of the Direc-
to rs, a t whi ch th e ma tte r was di sc ussed , th e pro poser 
bein g th e o nly one in th e a ffi r ma tiv e, apparently, t o 
get ri d of th e a nn oya nce, th e Direc to rs ga ve th eir con-
se nt , tha t th e Sec re ta r y, Dr. J e wett , wh o had broug ht 
th e matte r before th e B oa rd, mi g ht prepa re a petiti on 
to th e Legisla ture t o be p rese nted with hi s sig na ture 
and th a t of th e Presid ent, Dr. Kni g ht, if he chose to sign 
it. It was a lso d irec ted that, as th e ma tte r was so sure to 
fa il , no record should be made. A petiti o n was pre pa red , 
sig ned by th e Preside nt and th e Sec reta ry. Thi s was 
prese nted to the Legislature a nd referred to a special 
Committee of one fro m th e Sena te a nd eig ht fro m · th e 
H o use of R e presenta ti ves. As th e a ppointm ent o f th e 
Co mmittee see med to mean so mething , o th e r me mbers 
of th e H ospi ta l Society ca me fo rwa rd with o ffe rs of as-
sistance . 'vV e we re met a t once by a remo nstra nce from 
th e H o mce pathic ph ysicia ns t o th e appro pri a ti on, unless 
th ey we re permitted to occ upy a ce rtain number of beds 
in th e H ospita l fo r th e ir exclusive mode of treatm ent. 
A fter se veral meetings of the Committee, th ey at last 
ag reed, una nim ously, to re po rt in favor o f th e a ppropria-
ti o n. Th e Senate and House of R epresenta tiv es accept-
ed th e report and passed th e reso luti on for th e a ppropri-
a tion.* S ubseq uently, a ft er th e H osp ital was o rga nized 
a t H a rtford. a s imila r ap propri a ti on was made for that 
H ospita l. Both co ntinu e to this day, a nd ha ve been 
th e 111 eans o f ex tend ing th e benefits of t he H ospita ls t o 
many patients who could not have been cared fo r in any 
oth e r way . It may be inte restin g to sta te as a p o rti o n o f 
the hi story of th e H ospita l, tha t o n anoth e r occasio n, 
* At the sess ion of th e General Assembly in May, 1876, thi s app rop ria tio n 
was in creased to $s,ooo. 
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when the Legislature was asked for an appropriation of 
$20.000, on condition that an equal amount should be 
raised by subscription, we were met by the most decided 
opposition from the same s0urce. Able council was em-
ployed on both sides in this controversy before the Com-
mittee of the Legislature ; and after a long and some-
what bitter contest the matter was finally settled by a 
compromise offered by the friends of the Hospital So-
ciety, to this effect: the Hospital Society were to con-
sent to an appropriation of $w,ooo for the purpose of 
establishing a Homrepathic Hospital whenever the physi-
cians and friends of that school of practice should raise 
an equal amount by subscription. This action on the 
part of the Committee and the Hospital Society effect-
ually prevented all future opposition from any of our fel-
low citizens, who believe or profess to believe in any 
other than the regular school of practice. 
Having been from the first intimately connected with 
all of the applications for aid to the Hospital up to this 
time, I have ventured to give this full account of th e 
matter, at the expense of some degree of egotism, for 
which I trust I shall be excused. I would say that with 
the exception of the first application for the annual ap-
propriation of $2ooo, the directors and members have 
been a unit in all other applications for aip. 
At the annual meeting, june 3d, I8SI, Dr. Anson Moody 
was elected Attending Physician. 
Committees were appointed to secure the removal of 
Dr. Percival and Miss Bunnell from the Hospital, as they 
were occupying rooms needed for patients, the number 
of patients having materially increased since the vote 
passed ordering two additional beds. At this time reso-
lutions were passed on the death of Dr. V. M. Dow. 
July 9th, ISS I, the owners of furniture stored in the 
Hospital were requested to remove it as soon as conve-
nient; and it was voted that no more rooms be n; nted 
for such purposes. The Hospital had now begun to 
prosper; funds had been received to a sufficient extent 
to authorize the Directors to increase the number of 
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beds, a nd receive a larger number of pati ents. The 
writer can well recollec t that for the first few years of 
hi s attendance a t the H ospital , having been appointed in 
r840, th e average number of patients was fifteen. From 
this before-mentioned da te , the number g rad ually in-
c reased, until it became necessa ry to enl arge th e H ospital. 
At the meeting held June z8th , 1854, Drs. Knight, 
J ewett and Moody were appointed a Committee to pre-
pare a circul ar for di st ributi on to th e physicians of the 
State, a nd a lso to prepare rules and regula ti ons for th e 
adm ission of patients und e r th e resolution of th e Gen-
era l Assembly, for the support o f charity patients. 
July rst, 1854. A majority of the Commi ssioners of 
the State for the General Hospital Society of Connecti-
cut, met at the Tontine H ote l, in New Haven, and ap-
poin ted Dr. A nso n Moody chairma n of th e Prude ntial 
Committee, age nt to a ttend to th e ad ti1ission and dis-
charge of patients under th e resolution of the General 
Assembly, passed May sessio n, 1854; th e said Moody to 
report monthly to th e Commissioners th e nam es, resi-
dence and d isease of patients, a nd th e period each pa-
tient has been in th e H ospita l. 
July 3d, 1854. It was voted th at Dr. Knig ht be re-
quested to prepare a circular, to be distributed to th e 
citizens of Nev~ Ha\·en, for th e purpose of proc urin g aid 
for furnishing roo ms in the H osp ital , a nd that Leonard 
A. Daggett, Esq., be employed to procure and collect 
subscripti ons for this purpose. The ci ti zens of New 
Haven responded onl y in a modera te way to this appeal. 
The Society, however , were enabled to make all neces-
sa ry arrange me nts for the expected increase of patients. 
February 12, 1855. Resoluti ons were passed commem-
orative of the death of Dr. Anson Moody , chairman of 
the Prudential Committee. At this meeting the first 
action was taken with reference to a classification of the 
patients in the Hospital, and Drs. Kni g ht , Bishop and 
C. Hooker were appointed a Committee for this purpose. 
June 4th, 1855. Dr. E. H. Bishop was elected Chair-
man of th e Prud en tial Committee, in place of Dr. Moody, 
deceased. 
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At a meeting held January 6th , r856, William S. Pier-
son, Esq., was appointed to take charge of th e lot of land 
in Dorset, Ohio, g iven to the Hospital Society by the 
late Isaac Mills, Esq., for the purpose of th e better pro-
tecting his own la nds adjoining. It was also voted that 
on notice at any tim e within one year, from th e said 
Pierson, that he will purchase said lot in Dorse t, Oh io, 
for $400: th e Society will se ll the same to him for that 
price if not previously sold. 
The only changes of irpportance, for some two or three 
years, in the officers of th e Society, are th e election of 
S. G. Hubbard , W. H ooker and E. A. Pa rk as Atte nding 
Physicians. 
N ove mber z6, r856. Dr. 0. W. Peck was elected 
House Physician . . At this meeting it was voted that the 
candidates for House Physician be subjected to an exam-
ination on all the various branches of med ical science. 
September 23 d , r858. A specia l meeting of th e Direc-
tors was held in consequence of th e death of Dr. T. P. 
Beers, "one of the original Directors and active pro-
moters of th e Connecticut H ospital. " 
June 8th, r859. The Prudential Committee were in-
structed to prov ide more adequate means for warming 
the Hospital building before the nex t winter. It was 
a lso "voted that th e Prudential Committee ascertain the 
best mea ns of supplying, with the cost, th e H ospital with 
water." 
At the annual meeting, June zoth, r86o, no changes 
were made in th e offic ers with th e exception that Dr. C. 
A. Lindsley was e lected one of th e A ttending Physicians. 
At this meeting Dr. P. A. J ewett, H on. vV. W. Boardman 
and Dr. S. Punderson were appointed a Committee to 
examine into the affairs of the Hospital, a nd report such 
changes as th ey may deem necessary for the best inter-
ests of the H osp ital, and for th e increase of patients. 
September 3d , r86o. The above-m entioned Committee 
r eported by their Chairman, Dr. J ewett. The report 
was accepted a nd ord ered printed. Dr. Knight, Hon.VV. 
W. Boardman, and the Rev. S. W. S. Dutton, were ap-
pointed a Committee to inquire into the expediency of 
accepting the pr:oposition from certain ladies of New 
Haven to appropriate a portion of the Hospital grounds 
for buildings for indigent. females. The Committee re-
ported that the Constitution of the Society was such as 
to prevent the Directors from using the grounds for any 
other than Hospital purposes. 
A special meeting was held May 14, 1862. Dr. E. 0. 
Cowles was appointed House Physician. 
A proposition was made to the Surgeon-General, U. 
S. A., through the Secretary of the Society, tendering the 
use of the Hospital for sick and wounded soldiers. A 
contract was made to furnish all medicine, medical and 
surgical attendance, rations and quarters for the sum 
of $3.50 per week for each soldier received into the 
Hospital. 
May 17, 1862. It was voted that a Committee be ap-
pointed to solicit subscriptions in money, beds, bedding, 
hospital stores, &c., in this city and the adjoining towns, 
for the purpose of assisting the managers of the Hospi-
tal in providing for the sick and wounded soldiers who 
rna y be sent here under contract with the War Depart-
ment. Committee consisted of Drs. Knight, Jewett, 
Hon. W. W. Boardman and Drs. Hubbard and Daggett. 
The Board of Physicians and Surgeons were authorized 
to appoint such assistants as they may deem necessary, 
during the continuance of the contract with the War 
Department, for the care of sick and wounded soldiers. 
May 27th, 1862. The Rev. Drs. Bacon, Beardsley and 
Phelps were requested to designate two clergymen from 
each denomination in the city to act as Chaplains of the 
Hospital. The thanks of the Directors was voted to th.e 
New Haven Water Company for their generous offer of 
the free use of the water for the temporary buildings to 
be used for soldiers. A Committee was appointed to as-
certain the cost of putting gas and water into the old 
and new buildings. 
At a special meeting held October 12th, 1862, it was 
voted to lease a portion of the grounds to the General 
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G overnm ent for th e use o f :Milita ry H ospita l ; th e annu al 
rent to be not more th a n $ r,soo, nor less th an $ t ,ooo. 
The C hairman of th e Prudenti a l Committee was author-
ized to sig n th e lease. 
A t th e specia l mee ting, N ove mbe r 6th , r86z, th e Sec-
re ta ry, Dr. J e wett, reported tha t he hctd see n th e Sur-
geo n-Ge neral, U. S. A rm y, and th a t ~e agreed to th e 
t e rm s of th e lease o f th e ground s fo r th e annua l rent of 
$ r,ooo. It was voted to accept th e te rms na med by th e 
Surgeon-Gen eral. 
A benev olent fund ha vin g bee n contributed for th e 
benefit of th e si ck and wound ed so ldi ers, May z r, r863, it 
was voted th a t th e Prudenti a l Committee ex pend sa id 
fund on the orders of the S urgeo n-in-C harge of th e 
Milita ry Hospital. 
A t th e meetin g o f th e Socie ty, he ld May roth , r866, a t 
th e H os pital on Wha lley A venue, an a tte mpt was made to 
d ispl ace ce rtain me mbers o f the Board of Directors, wh o 
had long been co nnected with th e manage ment of th e 
H ospita l, by parties, mainl y, wh o had introd uced them-
se lves into me mbership o f th e H os pita l Society for thi s 
purpose, by th e pay ment of a small sum, from $rz.oo to 
$zo.oo. This attempt at r evolution was successful so fa r 
as th e elec tion of Direc to rs was co ncern ed . But fortu-
nately for th e H ospita l, in a pecun iary point of vie w, a t 
least, ther e wer e ce rtain me mbers of th e old Board of 
Directors wh o did not choose to submit to thi s wh olesale 
intimation of th eir unworthiness to re main in th e Direc-
t io n. They, th e refo re, at once made th emse lves life-
directo rs by th e pay ment of $roo each to th e Treasury 
of the ociety. This enabled th em to hold th e ba la nce ) 
of power ; a nd th ey d id not fa il to exe rcise it at the A n-
nual Meeting of th e Directors. This was th e fi r st a nd 
only insta nce in which the me mbe rs o f the Socie ty had 
not acted in perfect harm ony with the Directors. 
May r 3th, r86g. The Co mmittee a!Jpointed to se ll th e 
Whalley Avenue property reported th at th e property 
had been sold for $ rz,z so. 
May I rth, r87r. The fir st acti on was taken for th e 
erection of additional buildings. The Secretary reported 
1 
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the names of th ose who had during the past year made 
themsel\' es Vice-Presidents for life, by the payment of 
$200 and upw a rd s, and life-directors by the payment of 
$too and upw ards. This is the only list of subscribers 
that appears on the record since the original subscription .* 
~lay 9th , 1872. Drs. White, Jewett and Daggett were 
appointed a Committee to inquire and report on the 
practicability of making th e Hospital avai labl e as a train-
ing school for nurses. 
July 25th, 1872. The Directors were authorized to im-
prove and enlarge th e present Hospital building, and to 
constru ct arlditional building in accordance with the 
plans proposed by th e Building Committee; and they 
were empowered to expend from the funds of the Society 
such sum s as may be necessa ry for this purpose, not to 
exceed seventy-five th ousand dollars. 
At th e annual meetin g, Apri l 17th, 1873, the Commit-
tee to whom was referred th e subject o f a training school 
for nurses, reported, that in their opinion it is not expe-
dient for th e Hospital Society to und ertake the direct 
orga ni zation a nd management of a training school for 
nurses; that " while we are highly gratified to learn that 
ar rangeme nts are in progress fo r th e organization of a 
trainin g sc hoo l for nurses by a Society devoted to that 
special object, we therefore recommend the adoption of 
the following resoluti on: 
"Resolved, That thi s Society feels deeply impressed 
with the importance of encouraging in every suitable 
manner, th e special education and training of nurses for 
service in hospita ls a nd in private famili es and upon •.he 
sick poor. Therefore, 
Resolved, That if a Society is organized for th e train-
ing of nurses, th e Directors of the General Hospital 
Society of Con necticut are he reby authorized and ad-
vised, un de r suitab le r egulations, to afford to said Society 
such facilities for th e instruction of nurses as can be 
given a t the Hospital consistent with the proper manage-
ment of, and ge nera l interests of the H ospital." 
·* Total amo unt, $ t 2,400. May 9th , 1872, $8oo. 
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This report was signed by Drs. M. C. White, D. L. 
Daggett, a nd P. A. Jewett, Committee. 
Arrangements were made at this meeting for raising the 
necessary funds for building purposes. The Society ap-
proved of the plans adopted by th e Directors for the ad-
ditional Hospital. Action was a lso taken for a thorough 
revision of the charter of the Hospital Society, and the 
Directors were authorized to pe tition the Legislature for 
such alteration as they may deem exped ient. Additiona l 
subscriptions to th e amou nt of $ 1432 were reported . 
April 23d, 1874· The new by-laws and regul ation for 
th e gove rnm ent and direction of the S ociety and Hospital, 
were presented by th e Directors, as proposed by the 
Committee. The Committee consisted of Morris Tyler, 
William Fitch, P. A. Jewett , Francis Bacon and W. C. 
D eForest. After amendments in some important particu-
lars, the whole was accepted as the By-Laws and Regu-
lations of the General H osp ita l Society of Connecticut. 
It was voted that the By-Laws and Regulations be print-
ed with the Annual R eport of the Directors. A Com-
mittee of five was appointed to take charge of all mat-
ters that may come before the Legislature. Th e Com-
mittee were as follows: H on. William•Fitch, S. E. Bald-
win, Esq., Hon. James E. English, Dr. P. A. J ewett and 
Dr. Francis Bacon . The Committee were instru cted t o 
procure from the Legislature such alteration of th e 
charter as will make it optional to e lect or not more than 
four Directors annually. 
May 21st, 1874. The proposed amendment to th e 
charter not being yet enacted by the Leg islature, the 
election of officers for the ensuing year was postponed to 
an adjourned meeting. The Secretary reported addi-
tional subscriptions to the amount of $1275· 
May 29th, 1875· The Prudential Committee were au-
thorized to invite the Committee on Humane Institu-
tions to visit the Hospital , and to extend the invita ti on 
to all the members of the General Assembly. Soon after 
this invitation the Committee on Humane Institutions 
visited the Hospital, and were met by the Directors and 
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members of th e Hospital Society. A statement was 
mad e of the intenti ons and wants of the Hospita l Society, 
that seemed to make a fav orable impression on the mem-
bers of th e Committee. That this was tru e, is evidenced 
by the fact that soon after the meeting the amendment 
was p<tssed by the General Assembly. This amendment 
";as with reference to the election of Directors. It was 
accepted by vote of the Society. The Legislature at the 
same tim e mad e an appropriation of $so,ooo, conditioned 
on $15,000 being raised by subscription. 
A t the meeting, March 4th, 187 5, the Directors were 
authori zed to erect a Laundry building, and to alter or 
erect such other small buildings fo r th e use of special 
classes of patients as th e needs of th e Hospital may re-
quire. Th e Secretary re ported the receipts of subscrip-
ti ons to th e amount of $1100. 
At th e annual meeting held in April, 1876, the Pru-
dential Committee reported that Henry Farnam, Esq., 
H a n. J a mes E. English, and William Fitch had contributed 
$5,000 each for th e maintenance of free beds. 
A new by-law, the 14th , was adopted as follows: "If 
any person has given, within the year past, or shall here-
after give to the Society during any twelve months the 
sum of fiv e thousand dollars, he and his heirs and assigns 
shall be entitled to nominate patients to one free bed in 
the Hospital of the Society from time to time, forever. 
Not more than one patient to be nominated by the same 
person at any one time. If any person shall give the 
Society during any twelve months the sum of tw e nty-five 
hundred dollars, he and his heirs and assigns shall be 
entitled to nominate patients to one free bed in th e Hos-
pital of the Society from time to time, during, not exceed-
ing, six mon ths in each year, forever; not more than one 
patient to be nominated by th e same person at any one 
time. All sums given or to be given a nd appropriated 
for th e maintenan ce of free beds shall be invested and 
kept as a special and perpetual fund , the income only to 
be used for the support of the Hospital." 
In response to th e petition of th e Directors to the 
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Legislature, an appropriation of $5o,ooo was made, ot1 
condition that $I5,000 be raised by subscription. "Friends 
of the institution liberally met the demand," and the 
Hospital was enabled to cancel its indebtedness and make 
such improvements as were necessary in the various de-
partments of the Hospital. 
The total amount of appropriations from th e State 
since the foundation of the Hospital is $87,000. Total f 
from subscriptions, $5o,ooo. The Hospital has only a 
small permanent fund amounting to $I 5,000. 
When we read the annual report of the Hospital of our 
sister city for I8JI, and find that its fund already amounts 
to over $I 50,000, our citizens should blush with shame that. 
after having been in existence for so years, our Hospital 
should have only a nominal endowment. Can it be that 
the citizens of New Haven have less liberality than those 
of Hartford? Or is it true that they take less interest in 
our charities? In connection with this part of our sub-
ject it may be interesting to state that an opinion has 
been prevalent, as is now, to a limited extent, that the 
Hospital is a great source of income to the physicians 
and surgeons who perform the duties of attendants at the 
Hospital. Those who hold such views cannot have read 
the various copies of our charter, as published in the 
annual reports, for it is therein provided that the physi-
cians and surgeons shall rccei~e no compensation for their 
services. It seems to be difficult to make a limited num-
ber of the community believ.e that there is a body of pro-
fessional men who are ready and willing to give their 
services to the sick and needy both in and outside of a 
hospital. If the citizens of New Haven had given one 
half the amount that would have covered the fees of the 
physicians an,.d surgeons for attendance at the Hospital, 
our permanent fund would have been sufficient to place 
the institution on an independent basis as a charitable 
institution. I therefore say without fear of contradiction 
that the Physicians and Surgeons have done more for our 
Hospital than all other classes of citizens combined. 
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ADM ISSION OF PATI ENTS. 
" Frequ ent appli cati ons a re made by pe rso ns w ho con-
sider th a t th ey a re entitl ed to free admi ss ion und er th e 
S ta te a ppropria tion of $z,ooo per year , but it is suffi c ient 
to meet only a sma ll porti on of th e ex pense fo r th e la rge 
nu mbe r w ho draw upon it for a id. 15 2 patients, for a n 
aggrega te period of r,6sz4- weeks, have been pa rti a ll y 
supported by th is approp ri a ti on, a nd it has affo rded but 
$ I. 2 I per week fo r eac h. As t he average expense is $6 
per week, t his supple ment from th e S ta te to th e $4 per 
week paid for a ll sent by th e towns, still leaves a ba lance 
to be p rov ided by th e H ospita l treas ury. A co nside ra bl e 
number of patients have bee n rece ived for who m th ere 
was no oth er provision th an t hi s sma ll a mount a ffo rd ed 
by th e S ta te fun d. 
O ur o wn citizei1s not unfreq ue ntly exp ress mu c h sur-
prise t hat app li cants fo r admission cann ot be rece ived a t 
th e H ospi ta l free of cha rge, beca use it is co nsidered a 
' benevolent · institution- forgettin g tha t it has no end o w-
ment o r fun d to p rovide fo r t he ex penses o f supp ort . It 
is earnestl y hoped tha t th e fri ends o f th e poor in vari ous 
parts of t he S ta te will make p rovis ion fo r free beds. In 
oth er insti tutions th ey are endowed , perh aps, by a c hurch 
or by some oth er organi za tion, and kept fo r specifi c cases, 
or as a me moria l of a friend who has p assed from ea rth , 
but w hose tender ministra ti ons to th e helpl ess and suffer-
ing are t hus continu ed . 
It may be asked, why are not t he donat io ns made in 
years past applied in th is way in our ow n H ospita l ? In 
its unendowed condition th ese cont ri buti ons have been 
needed for its daily support, and t.h e onl y intere t that 
can accru e from th e ge nerous g ifts of oth er days, is th a t 
which co mes from th e good th a t has been done. 
T he great want of th e H ospi ta l is an inco me to meet 
th e increasing and pressin g de mands upon its charity . 
Many a poor man co mes to our door with ex hausted 
streng th a~d ex hausted means, who has struggled against 
d isease, a nd labored to mai ntain himself, until he could 
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labor no longer. Can we say to him: · vVe have no 
provision here for you?' Perhaps a father, or a mother, 
the victim of accident, or of some fearful malady, seeks 
at our hands for surgical aid: sha ll we take from the pit-
tance, perchance laid by, the pittance that is their all, or 
can we lighten the heavy burden, so heavy at the best, 
and say: 'Come, without money and without price.' 
Three hundred dollars will provide a free bed for a 
year. and who will aid in thus securing to the friendless 
and the poor, shelter and tender care in the hour of dis-
tress- perhaps of death." 
August 26th, r864. A special meeting was held on the 
occasion of the death of the President, Dr. Jonathan 
Knight, Pres. 22 years. 
June I 3th, I 864. Amos Townsend, Esq., resigned the 
office of Treasurer, which he bad held for 32 years. 
At the annual, May 12th, r865, Hon. W. W. Boardman 
was e lected President; E. H. Bishop, M.D., Vice Presi-
dent, and C. A. Lindsley, Secretary. 
At a meeting. September 26th, r865, a committee on a 
new site for the Hospital was appointed. January 29th, 
r866, Dr. Jewett was added to the committee. April 
26th, r866, Messrs. Daggett, Harrison and Lindsley \'\-·ere 
appointed a committee to confe1 with the town authori-
ties with regard to a site for new Hospital. 
At a meeting held March 2, r867. action was taken on 
the death of the Vice President, Hon. Henry Peck. 
May r Ith , r867, it was voted to re-occupy the o ld Hos-
pital buildings and grou nds at the earli est convenience, 
the purchase of a new site and the erection of new 
buildings having been abandoned. 
November 7th, r867. Resolutions were passed on the 
death of Dr. Worthington Hooker. 
From the close of the Military Hospital in r866 and the 
consequent surrender of the building and grounds to the 
Hospital Society by the government, and th e repudiation 
of the lease for the remainder of the five years, during 
which the lease was to run, the Directors directed their 
atte ntion mainly to a settlement with the department at 
vVashington. The whole matter was at last referred to 
Governor Jam es E. English, and a satisfactory settlement 
was made by him , and so reported tr a meeting of 
the Directors May 14th, 1869. A vote of thanks and 
acknowledgment was passed and presented to Governor 
English at this meeting, for his personal efforts, freely 
rendered in furtherance of this settlement. 
Oct. roth, 1870. Dr. Wilcoxson resigned the office of 
Chairman of the Prudential Committee, with the thanks 
of the Directors, and Dr. F. L. Dibble was elected to fill 
the vacancy. 
Aug. 28 th , r87r. A meeting was held to take action on 
the death of the Hon. W . W. Boardman, who had been for 
more than 40 yea rs a Director, Vice-Pres't., and President. 
At the annual meeting, May roth, 1872, action was 
taken with reference to subscriptions for the building 
fund . The necessity for increased accommodations was 
made more and more apparent, and in order that the 
H ospital mig ht avail itself of the appropriation of $2o,ooo, 
it was necessary to increase our action with reference to 
subscriptions. It is with regret that I am forced to state 
that our citizens did not respond to the call of the Direc-
tors with th e alacrity desired ; and had it not been for the 
liberality of a few individuals, our increased accommoda-
tions would not have been secured. Through the active 
exertions and liberal subscriptions of a few gentlemen, 
sufficient funds were secured to warrant the Directors to 
proceed in their efforts fo r a new building. 
At the mee ting May 31st, 1872, Mr. F. C. Withers was 
present and ex hibited and explaiqed plans for enlarging 
the H ospital. June 7th, 1872, Governor ]. ·E. English 
a nd H. M. Welch were added to the Building Committee. 
July 25th, 1872, the Building Committee were author-
ized to make a ll contracts necessary for the erection and 
completion of the proposed Hospital Building ; the plans, 
as submitted by the architects, Messrs. Withers & Russell, 
having been considered, and, after several meetings of 
the committee, altered so as to meet the views of the 
_~::ommi ttee. 
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April 18th, 1873. The plan for a Training School for 
Nurses was first submitted by Dr. F. Bacon. The reso-
lutions submitted by him, after some slight amendments, 
were adopted. April 24th, 1873, it was voted that the 
connection of th-e Trai~ing School with the Hospital may 
take effect whenever, in the opinion of the Prudential 
Committee, the new building is ready for occupation. 
The Training School has now been in operation in con-
nection with the Hospital since the new building was 
completed. It has met the expectations of its founders, 
and has succeeded much better than the Directors of the 
Hospital had reason to anticipate, as it is a well known 
axiom that no business can be well conducted with two 
different managers. 
At the meeting December 27th, r873, the final report 
of the Building Committee was received, and also that 
of the committee to procure furniture. From the first 
report it appears that Mes~rs. Perkins & Chatfield con-
tracted for the mason work for the sum of $41,000; Mr. 
A. N. Clark, for joiner work, $28,087; H. B. Smith & 
Co., steam heaters, $8,ooo. Plumbing, gas fitting, gas 
fixtures and other extras make the Whole COSt $88,158.14. 
From this is to be deducted discount on bills and contracts, 
$3,250, making the total cost, less deduction, $84,908.14. 
The cost of furniture, as appears by the report of the 
committee, is $4,075.85. 
June 6, 1874. GeneralS. E. Merwin was elected on the 
Prudential Committee in place of Dr. Lindsley. James 
E. English, Morris Tyler and Daniel Trowbridge were 
elected Finance Committee. Under the new regulations 
of the Hospital, Drs. M. C. White, L.]. Sanford, W. L. 
Bradley, T. H. Bishop, R. S. lves and S. H. Bronson 
were elected Attending Physicians, and Drs. P. A. Jewett 
and F. Bacon, Attending Senior Surgeons, and Drs. G. 
B. Farnam and I. S. Smith, Attending Junior Surgeons. 
Dr. Daggett having stated to the Directors at this meet-
ing that some friends of the Hospital were desirous that 
Chapel accommodations should be provided, and would 
bear the expense of constructing proper accommodations 
so 
for publi c worshi p, if th e Direc tors •vould d esig nate 
some roo m fo r th e purpose. It was vo ted that th e ba e-
ment room, fo rm erly used for th e sail o r 's wa rd, mi g ht be 
used for such purpose. The pl an pro posed was at once 
carri ed into effec t , and th e H ospita l has no w co nv eni ent 
and tasty accomm odati ons for re li g ious worship . This 
was done throug h th e liberality o f th e Mi sses Hillh ouse. 
:Vl a rch 17th , 1874. It was first decided to have a Super-
intend ent o f th e H ospita l in th e place o f a S te wa rd. lt 
was a lso dec ided to appoint a committee to report a 
sch e me for th e reorgani ;.:ati on o f th e manage ment of th e 
H ospita l, a nd H on. Morri s T y ler , W. C . D e F orest , Esq., 
H on. Wm . F itch, Drs. F . Bacon a nd P. A . J e wett were 
appointed th e commit tee. 
May 27th , 1874. The resig nation of Mr. Doug lass Fair-
child hav ing bee n received and accepted , Capt. G eorge 
M. White was elec ted S upe rintend ent , a t a sa la ry of 
$ r,8oo pe r a nnum , with house re nt a nd board fo r himself 
and wife. T o meet th e additi ona l ex pen ses of this, th e 
H on. vVm. Fitc h sta ted that he wo ~tld g iv e to th e society 
$ r,ooo per year fo r fi ve years. Th e S ec re tary sta tes that 
" th e a nxieti es of th e do ubtin g Directors were thu s re-
li eved. " The ne w regul a ti ons and by -la ws ha ving been 
reported a t a prev ious meeting, a nd considered at severa l 
meetings, we re reco mm end ed to th e soci ety for adopti on, 
after seve ral a mendm ents had bee n made. 
A pr il 30th , r874. Dr. L. D . Wilcoxson, D. L. Dagg ett 
a nd vV. S. Charnl ey tend ered their resignati ons as mem-
bers of th e Prudentia l Committee. Their resig nati ons 
were acce pted and a complimenta ry Yote was passed for 
th eir long a nd fa ithful se rvi ces to th e H ospita l as mem-
bers of th e Prud entia l Committee. Th e vaca ncy occa-
sioned by th e resig nati on of th e Prudentia l Committee 
was fill ed by the e lection o f th e H on. Wm . F itch , Drs. 
C . A. Linds ley a nd F . L. Dibble. Th e diffi culty in th e 
Boa rd of directors was not from any p ersona l feeling 
towards th ese gentl emen, but in consequ ence of th e 
unpopularity of th e S teward a nd a d iffe rence of opinion 
on th at subj ect. Th e old members of th e committee 
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being disposed to favor the Steward, and a majority 
of the Directors taking the part of the Head Nurse, as 
opposed to the Steward. 
May 10th, 1872. Dr. E . H. Bishop was elected Presi .. 
dent, and holds the office to the present time. 
At a special meeting held july 30th, 1874, the Pruden-
tial Committee, with Gov . English, Nelson Hotchkiss, 
Esq., and Dr. P A. Jewett, were appointed a committee 
to contract for the extension of the heating apparatus, 
and to make any changes necessary in the Hospital 
Buildings. It was also voted to appoint a Building 
Committee to prepare plans and make a report of the 
needs of the Hospital. The following were appointed: 
Wm. Fitch, F. L. Dibble, S. E. Merwin, Jr.,]. E. Eng-
lish, Nelson Hotchkiss and P. A. Jewett. The committee 
to petition the Legislature reported that the sum of 
$5o,ooo had been made on condition that $15,000 in addi-
tion be obtained by subscription. A committee consist-
ing of D·r. E. H. Bishop, j. W. Mansfield, Esq., Hon. 
Morris Tyler, Gov. English, Prof. E . E. Salisbury and 
S. E. Merwin, Jr., were appointed to solicit subscriptions 
for the $r5,ooo. 
October r6th, 1874. The committee reported that the 
appropriation from the State was readily secured by ob-
taining with great promptness the conditional $r 5,000. 
March I 5th, 1875· The Building Committee were 
authorized to erect a Laundry Building in accordance 
with the plans proposed at an expense of $r2,ooo. This 
action was confirmed at a meeting held March 2oth, 1875. 
July rsth, I87S· Mr. Wm. Fitch, Chairman of the 
Prudential Committee, reported that the firm of Perkins 
& Chatfield gave to the Hospital the sum of $sao at the 
time the ne\v building was erected, and that the firm of 
Smith & Sperry gave a like sum when the Laundry was 
erected, and that one member from each firm had been 
designated to be Directors for life. Mr. Chatfield and 
Mr. Sperry were confirmed by vote of the Directors as 
Directors for life. 
January 21st, 1876. Dr. S. H. Chapman having resigned 
52 
as the Pathologist of the Hospital, Prof. M. C. W hite, 
M.D., was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
The half century of the Hospital terminates May 26th, 
r876. It will be seen from the history of the Hospital, 
that the Directors and those outside of the Board, who 
were interested in the su ccess of the institution, have 
labored u~ceasingly for the interests of the Hospital. 
The institution has seen many dark days; how many, 
those on ly know who have been intimately connected 
with its management. I can truly say, had it not been 
for the liberality of some of our wea lth y citizens, whose 
donations were received at a time when the future of the 
Hospital was a ll darkness, the institution would have 
been the most unimportant of the charities of the State, 
instead, as it now is, eq ual, at least, to the other institu-
tion of the same benevolent character. We have no 
foolish rivalry with our sister institution at Hartford. 
Nor have they, as we be lieve, any towards us; but both 
are ready to lend a helping hand, when required, to 
advance the interests of either. The writer would be 
g lad to see a hospital in every city in the State. He 
firmly believes it to be the duty of the physicians of 
the State and individuals to act promptly in this matter. 
vVe cannot do too much for the sick poor within our 
borders. 
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OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL HOSPITAL SOCIETY 
OF CONNECTICUT, r876. 
E. H . BISHOP, Presidml. 
WILLlAM FITC H, Vice President . 
C . A. LINDSLEY, s,.creittry. 
J. A . BISHOP, . Tretwwer . 
STATE COMJ\I ISS IONF.RS. 
His Excellency , THE GOVERNO R OF THE STATE, ex officio. 
HENRY WHITE, WILLIA~I FITC H. 
1877 . 
E. H . BISHOP, 
F . L. DIBBLE, 
LEVI IVES, 
] . W . MANSFIELD, 
S. E. MERWIN, jR., 
F . WAYLAND. 
WILLIAM FITC H, 
1878. 
F . BACON , 
S. E. BALDWIN , 
WILLIAM FITC H, 
H . G . LEWIS, 
C. A. LINDSLEY. 
F . L . DIBBLE, 
1879· 
JAS. E . ENGLlSH, 
D. L . DAGGETT, 
E. E. SALlSBU RY, 
L . J. SANFORD . 
S. E. MERWIN, } R. 
AGRNT OF T HE STAT E FUND AND M AR I NE H OSPITA L . 
WILLIAM FITC H. 
J . E. ENGLISH, DANIEL TROWBRIDGE, MORRIS T\' LER. 
HENRY D . WHITE, 
MOSES C. WHITE, M .D., 
L . J. SANFORD, M.D .. 
T . H . BISHOP, M.D ., 
JOHN W . MANSFIELD . 
SUPERI NTENDENT. 
GEORGE M. WHITE. 
A TT EN DI NG PH YS ICIA fiOS. 
W . L. BRADLEY, M.D ., 
H . S. BRONSON, M.D ., 
W . H . HOTC HKISS, M .D . 
ATTEND I NG S~NfOR SVRGEONS. 
P . A. JEWETT, M.D., FRANCIS BACON, M.D. 
ATTENDI NG J UN I OR SURGEONS. 
IRA S. SMITH, M.D., G. B. FARNAM , M.D . 
CONSULT ING t'H VS ICIANS AND SU RGEONS. 
LEVI IVES, M.D., 
D. L. DAGGETT, M.D., 
C. A . LlNDSLEY, M.D ., 
F. L. DIBBLE, M.D., 
MOSES C. WHITE, M . D. 
T . H . RUSSELL, M.D ., 
H 
E. H. BISHOP, M.D., 
T . B. TOWNSEND, M.D. , 
D. P. SMITH, M.D., 
R . S. IVES, M.D. 
Miss FANNIE COMSTOC K. 
t<. ES IO E NT PH YS ICIANS, 
T. M . ?RUDDEN, M.D. 
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BOAR D OF VISITORS. 
HORACE DAY, 
WILLIS M. ANTHONY, 
CYRUS NORTHROP, 
TREDWELL KETC HUM, 
CHARLES ATWATER, 
REv. Wl\1 . G. ANDREWS. 
MRs. W . W. BOARDMAN, 
MRs. E . E . SALISB U RY, 
MRs. J . A. BISHOP, 
Jibs. JOHN N . BABCOCK, 
MRs. ELI WI-JITNEY , }R. , 
MRs. HENRY L. H OTCHKISS, 
M1ss EMILY BETTS, MRS. HENRY 0. HOTC HKISS, 
i\I Rs. FRANCIS BACON , M1ss ISAPHENE HILLHOUSE, 
M1ss SUSAN BRADLEY, MRs. W . A."LARNED, 
MRs . W . S. CHARNLE Y, M1ss HARRIET S. STAPLES, 
M1ss LILLIE PARKER, MRs. DANIEL TROWBRIDGE, 
MRS . W M. FITr-H, M1ss J USTINE INGERSOLL, 
M1ss BESSIE D . BEA H, MRs. T. H . BISHOP, 
MRs. E. C. SCRANTON, M1ss HATTIE CARRINGTON, 
M1ss CLARA COLLINS. MRs. J. i\1 . TOW SEND, j R., 
<+c ha rl es A twater, 
·* Benj . Beecher, 
Dr. E. H. Bishop, 
*Timothy Bishop, 
Lu cy C. Boardman, 
*W . W. Boardman, 
*James Brewster, 
Dr. H . Bronson, 
F. L. Dibbl e, 
*E lihu Atwater, 
vVm. Atwater, 
Dr. Fr<~.n cis Bacon, 
Amos F . Ba rnes, 
Dr. Tim othy H. Bishop, 
J ohn A. Blake, 
*Abraham Bradley, 
Dr. Wm. L. Bradl ey, 
Wm . B. Bristol , 
*J oseph N. Clark, 
J osh ua Co it , 
Philo Chatfield, 
·* David Daggett , 
Dr. David L. Dagge tt, 
*J eremi ah Day, D.O ., 
Wm. C. DeForest, 
M. G. Elliott, 
VI CE-P RES IDE NTS FOR LIFE, 
J ames E. Eng li sh , 
Henry Farnam, 
William Fitch, 
*M rs. C. L. Hillho use, 
* Dr. H enry H olmes, 
Nelson Hotchkiss, 
* Dr. Eli Ives, 
*William John son, 
-:•or. Jonathan Knight, 
LIF E DI RECTORS. 
'~S o l om on Langdon, 
*Wm . Leffin g well, 
Abram B. Lewis, 
Na than P eck, 
Edward E . Salisbury, 
*J . Sampson, 
* Benj . Silliman , 
*Ithiel Town. 
Dr. George B. Fa rnam, E. S. Scranton, 
Mrs. Wm . Fitch, Joseph E . Sheffield, 
*Eleanor S. Gerry, Wells Southworth, 
*Wm. P. Green e, *Sidn ey Street, 
*Sam uel J. Hitchcoc k, *Titus Street, 
* Dr.Worthing ton H oo ke r,N. D. Sperry, 
* Dr. Thom as Hubbard , *Seth Th o mas, 
Dr. Levi Ives, Jam es M. Townsend, 
Dr. Robert S. Ives, Daniel Trowbridge, 
Dr. P . A. Jewett , Thos. R. Trowbridge, 
Mrs. W. A. La rned, Morris Tyler, 
J . W. Mansfield, Dr. G. A. Ward, 
Mrs. Martha B. Marett, H . M. Welch, 
S. E . Merwin, Jr. , H enry White, 
* Eneas Munson, Dr. M . C. White, 
*John L. Norton, Eli Whitn ey, 
*Rev. Seth Pyne, L. Win ship. 
Dr. L. J . Sanford, 
• Deceased. 
* Dr. Alanson Abbe, 
*Austin Al cott, 
*Timothy Alling , 
*Joshu a Atwate r, 
*Eli B. Au stin, 
*J o hn Babcoc k, 
*Simeon Bald win, 
*Wm . Baldwin , 
*Jesse Bank s , 2d, 
*Selah Ba rnes, 
*John Beach , 
* Isaac Bee rs, 
H . B. Bigelo w, 
*Mrs. Timothy Bish o p, 
*Wm . Bri stol, 
*Daniel Bro wn , 
*Wm. Buell, 
*George Bunce, 
*Aaro n Burr, 
'*Ranso m Burritt , 
·*Tho mas B. Butl e r, 
* D r. C has. Bying to n, 
S. E. Bald win, 
*Levere tt Cand ee, 
*Olive r D . Coo k , 
*Thomas Coo k, 
*Wm . C utl e r, 
.,. A lfr'ed Dagge tt , 
*J ames E . P . Dea n, 
*J oh n De F orest , 
*Timothy Dimock , 
J a mes Donagh e, 
* Dr. V . M. Dow , 
·*Tim o thy D wig ht, 
Dr. C. J . DuBois, 
Dr. H. A . DuBois, 
*John Durri e, 
* H enry W. Edwards, 
'"'Wm. H . Ell io tt , 
'*Richa rd Ellis, 
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Ll F E ~ I EMBERS. 
'*J ededi ah Fi eld , ·X· H enry P eck , 
'~E l ea ze r T . Fitch, Mrs. Ma ri a P eritt , 
*John Fitch, *Dr. J ohnS. P e te rs, 
P. B. Fos ter, ·* Dr. W . W . S. Pie rso n, 
0. B. Free man, * Dani el Porter, 
'~ Dr. Sil as Full e r, *J ose ph P orte r, 
Mi sses Ge rry, L . S. Pund er.so n, 
·*Eli Gilbe rt, ·*E lizabeth Robin son, 
*C haun cey A. Goodrich, Geo rge Robinson, 
*J a red Gri swold , Rogers , Smith & Co., 
*Andrew H arris , '*Abby Sali sbury, 
·*Grin d ley H a rri so n, ·*Phil and e r Sa lmon, 
*J ededi ah H awl ey, '*Elihu Sanford, 
*Wm . Hillh o use, *Hawl ey Sanford , 
*Dr. Cha rl es H ooke r, *Ebenezer Seeley, 
"*Obadi ah H otchki ss , ·*J ohn Skinne r, 
'*Russe ll H otchki ss, ·*H enry Smith , 
*Wooste r H otchki ss. Dr. Ira S. Smith , 
*Th omas H owell, 
D r. S. G. Hubbard , 
*Ralph I. Inge rsoll , 
Dr. C has. L . Ives, 
F rede rick I ves, 
·* Dr. N a tha n B. l ves, 
*Wm . H . J ones, 
* Denni s K imberl y, 
J. H . Kl ock , 
Dr. C. A. Lind sley, 
*Na th ani el L yo n, 
'"'A. H . Mal tby, 
E d win M arble, 
·* Wm. McC rac ken, 
*George Mitchell, 
.,. A mos Morris, 
* Dr. Alfred S. Mo nson, 
Burton Mall o ry , 
Gardn e r Morse, 
Samuel Noyes, 
·*Deni son Olm s ted, 
·*J oseph Palmer, 
J oseph Pa rk er, 
* Deceased. 
*Na than Smith, 
Sidney M . Sto ne, 
'*] ohn Swa the!, 
·*E!t T erry, 
E li f e rry, J r., 
·*Dr. E li T odd, 
*Isaac Thom son, 
Dr. T . B. T own send ; 
* H enry Trowb ridge, 
"'' Dr. Wm . Tully, 
'* Daniel W adswor th , 
*Lyman Wakefi eld , 
Alfred W alk e r, 
'~Dr. Reynold W ebb, 
Dr. J ames B. Whitcomb , 
*Dyer White, 
Dr. Chas . B. Whittl esey, 
*Thos. S. Williams, 
·*Francis B. Winthrop, 
'"'Dr. Chas. W oodward , 
'"'Henry W oodwa rd , 
* Dr. Sam '! B. Woodwa rd. 
ME~I BERS FOR TEN YEARS. 
Dr. L. D . Wil coxsou, fro m May. r868. Mrs. J . S. Beach. from Ma rch 14, 1874 . 
Dr. Edwa rd Bulkl ey, from Apr il , 1873. John son Bro thers, fro m J an. r s, 1875 . 
J ohn E. Bassett , from Sept. 4, 1 87~ . E. G. Stoddard , from J an. 15, 1875· 
\Vm . Franklin , from Dec. 24. 1874 . R. & J. M. Blair, fro m J an. 16. r875. 
L. W. Sp3rry, from Sept. ~ . 1874 . A. W . DeFores t, from April 24 , 1875· 
Edward E . Hall, from April 24, 1875· 
*T ho mas Hu bbard, M. D. , 
·~ Eli I ves, M.D ., 
·~.r o na than K night , M. D. , 
*Wm . Leffin g well , Esq .. 
*Thomas Min o r, M.D., 
CORPORATORS. 
*J . S. P ete rs, M.D ., 
·X·Benjamin Silliman, M.D., 
*J ohn Skinne r, M.D., 
·~ N a than Smith, M.D., 
*Eli T odd, M.D. 
P RES I DENT S. 
* Wm . Leffing well , Esq., ___ 1827-1832 ·*J onath an Knight , M.D .,- - I 842- I86S 
* 1-Jo n. Simeon Bald win , __ _ 1832-1833 *H o n. W. W . Boardman , __ l 86s- r87I 
~·Nathan Pec k, Esq., __ ____ r 833- 1 8~r E. H . Bishop, ·----- -- -- - - 1872-
* H on. W . 'vV. Boardman, __ r S~r - 1 842 
V ICE-PRES ! DENTS. 
'~Jo h nS. Peters, M. D ., ·---IB27-183 1 ·*H on. Denni s Kimbe rl y, __ r 8~2- 1 863 
* Hon. Simeon Bald win , ___ I83 I- 1832 E. H . Bi sho p, M.D., ____ _ r863-r866 
*Thomas Hubba rd, M.D ., _1832-1839 '~ l-I o n. H enry P ec k, . ______ r866-r867 
·* R on. W. W . Boa rdma n, __ 183g-184 I E . H. Bi shop, M.D., ------ 1867- 1872 
*J o na than Knig ht, M. D., __ t S~t - 1 842 Wm . Fitch, -- -· -------- --1 872-
TREASURERS, 
* Dr. John Sk inn e r, ____ ___ 1827-1832 Alex. McA lli ste r, ___ ____ _ . 1 86~- r 86 5 
A mos T own send, Jr. , ··---1832-1864 J . A. Bishop, ___ ____ ______ t 8os-
SECRETAR I ES. 
*Charles H ooker, M. D., ___ r827-I 83G P . A. J ewe tt , M.D., ____ ___ y844-1864 
''N. Beers I ves, M.D. , _____ I830- t83S S. G. Hubbard , M.D ., - -- · -I864- t 86S 
''Virg il M. Dow, M. D., ____ I 83S- I840 C. A. Lindsley, M.D., ____ _ r86s-
E. H . Bi shop, M.D., ______ 1840-1o44 
* Deceased. 
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PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 
Elected from May ro, 1832, to May, 1876. 
Tho mas Hubbard, M.D., Eli Ives, M.D., Jonathan 
Knight, M.D ., Virgil M. Dow, M.D., Alfred S. Monson·, 
M.D., Charles Hooker, M.D., Timothy P. Beers, M.D., 
John H. Kain, M.D., E . H. Bishop,. M.D. , Henry A. 
T omlinson, M.D., P. A. Jewett, M.D., John A. T otten, 
M.D., L evi Ives, M.D., Henry Bronson, M.D., David L. 
D aggett , M.D., W. J. Whiting, M.D., N. W. T ay lor, 
M.D., Anson Moody, M.D. , S. G. Hubbard, M.D., Worth-
ington H ooker, lVI.D., E. A. Park, M.D. , C. A. Lindsley, 
M.D., T . B . Townsend, M.D. , Francis Bacon, M.D ., 
Leonard J. Sanford, M.D., E . W. Blake, M.D., F . L. 
Dibble, M.D., T . H. Bishop, M.D., G. A. Ward, M.D., 
C. L. I ves, I. D., M. C. White, M.D., W. L. Bradley , 
I.D ., R. S. Ives, M.D ., George B. Farnam, M.D., H. S. 
Bronson, M.D., Ira S. Smith, M.D., W . H. Hotchkiss, 
I. D. 
CONSULTING PHYS ICI ANS AND SURGEONS. 
Elected from May 17. I 8.:J7, to May, 1876. 
El! Iv es, M.D. , J. Knight , M.D., V. M. Dow, M.D., E. 
H. Bishop, M.D., N . B . l ves, M.D., C. H ooker , M.D., 
Levi Iv es, M.D., P . A. Jew ett , M.D ., W. H ooker, M.D., 
D. L. Dagge tt , f.D., T . B. T o wnsend, M.D., F. L. 
Dibble, M.D., C. A. Lindsley, M.D., F . Bacon, M.D., 
David P. Smith , M.D., RobertS. Ives, M.D . 
MEMBERS OF THE PRUDENTIAL AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEES. 
Elected from May 26, 1831, to May, 1876. 
Nathan Peck, Esq., V M. Dow, M.D., 1'. P. Bee rs, M. 
D ., Hon. W. W. Boardman, S. M. Stone, Esq., Anson 
Moody, M.D., E. H. Bishop, M.D., Chas. Hooker, M.D., 
ss 
Sa mu el Punderson, M. D. , D . L. D aggett, 1.D ., W orth-
ing ton H ooker, M.D., H. B. H arri son, Esq., L . D . Wil-
coxson, l\I.D ., W S. Ch arnl ey, Esq., F. L. Dibble, M.D., 
H on. W illi am F itch, S. E. Me rwin , Jr. 
STEWARDS OF THE HOSPI TAL. 
Willia m S tore r, A mos Hill , P . T . Miller , William Mer-
win , C harles Ball , W . B. Wa tson, B . C. Lake , Joseph 
Colton, Doug lass Fa irchild . 
T otal num be r of pati ents received into th e hospital 
since it was organi zed, is r r,s86. T otal number of deaths, 
832 . 
SUBSCRI PTIONS. 
The fi rst subscrip ti ons for th e benefit of th e hospital 
we re made soo n a fter th e appointm ent of Dr. Skinner as 
agen t to solicit fun ds. Th e Professors of th e MediGal 
Instituti on of Yale Coll ege appear fir st o n the list. Drs. 
E li I ves, Benj am in S ill ima n, J onath an Knig ht , $ soo each, 
and Th omas Hu bba rd , $ rzo. T ota l, $ r,6zo. 
Exc: usive of th e above, th e subscripti o'ns in th e town 
of New H aven a mounted to th e sum of $3 ,S27. Total, 
$S, 147 . T he a mounts range from $2 to $zoo each. In 
Ne w H ave n County, exclusive of th e to wn of New 
H ave n, $S79. rangi ng from so cents to $zo. H artford 
County, $ r ,8 s6.37; ra nge fr om $ r to $sao. Th e subscrip-
ti on of $soo was made by Solomon Lang don of Farming-
ton. A vote of th a nks was passed by th e Directors 
fo r t his genero us subsc ri ption. 
Lit chfie ld County, $431 ; ra ng e from $ r to $ roo. Mid-
dlesex Co unty, $489.2S; ra nge fro m so cents to $ roo. 
T olland County, $ r s9.8S; ra nge from so cents to $25. 
Fairfi eld County, $298.26; r ange from 25 cents to $ rz. 
This county, by vote of th e Directors, was placed in 
charge of Dr. Swan of H otchkisstow n, now W estville. 
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He was to furnish his own conveyance, and receive at 
the rate of $2.so per day and expenses while engaged in 
canvassing the county. When he had concluded his 
labors and a settlement was made with the Directors, it 
was found that the Hospital Society owed him $2.so over 
and above his receipts. New London County, $239.os; 
range from so cents to $100. vVindham Co-unty, $2I7·96 ; 
range from 2S cents to $20. 
It will be seen from the above abstract of subscriptions 
that Dr. Skinner would take a small sum when he could 
not get the larger. The above are the original suhscrip-
tions. In addition others have been made to the amount 
of $3.402, from time to time. This is exclusive of sub-
scriptions for special purposes. There has been received 
from the State in the form of legislative appropriations 
and bank bonus, the sum of $r 7,ooo up to r8S4· Since 
then, $70,000. Total, $87,000. 
DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS. 
The first building erected for the General Hospital 
Society of Connecticut, was built of red sandstone and 
covered with stucco. It was 100 feet long, the central 
portion being so feet deep, with a projection of 10 feet in 
front and 2 feet in the rear, leaving the wings 38 feet in 
width, with a Grecian portico. It w.as two stories high 
with a basement, the latter being entirely above ground. 
Halls passed through the entire building in both direc-
tions on each story. Each room in the building had a 
large open fire-place. The windows were large, and 
placed at frequent intervals. The kitchen and dining 
rooms were in the basement. The steward's office and 
rooms for ·his family were on the second story. The only 
ventilation of the wards was through the open fire-places, 
and it proved to be, as it was without doubt, the most 
efficient mode of ventilation ever adopted in the hospital; 
modern improvements have not yet offered any mode of 
ventilation equal to this. But the inability to procure in 
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sufficient quantity, a nd the consequent expe nse of pro-
curing th e necessa ry fu e l fo r these heaters, made it neces-
sary to aba ndon this mode of heating with wood fires . 
The next mode adopted after th e anthracite coal came 
into common use, was the worst eve r adopted except one 
that will be spoken o f herea fter; it consisted o f cy linder 
stoves in each room, one or more according t o the size. 
In o rder to retain the hea t in the wards, it was necessar y 
to c lose th e fire-places with so lid mason work, thus pre-
venting a ll ventilation a nd all in g ress of fres h air, except 
through the c racks in th e doors a nd windows, and egre 
of foul a ir except through th e sa me c revices. It became 
necessary after a time to a band o n thi s mode of heating, 
and the modern ho t a ir furn ace was introd uced. Th e 
necessi ty . for ve ntil a ti o n, after thi s mod e had been tried 
fo r a time, became so appare nt that th e maso n work in 
most of the fire-places was re moved. It was then found 
that most of th e heat received through the regis ters 
passer! up the flu es of the chimn ey. The mason work 
was restored to th e fire-p laces. Another difficulty was 
found to exist in th e ho t air furnace. The cold and fres h 
a ir to be heated passed through a flu e into the ai r cham-
ber that opened o utside o f th e building, and in ex treme 
cold weather it was found necessary to c hange th e pa-
ti ents from one s id e of th e building to th e o th er , accord-
ing to th e direction o f th e wind. Wh e n th e wind was 
north erl y the southe rly roo ms would be heated and th ose 
on the northerly sid e would be apparen tl y cold e r than 
th e air outside the building, a nd vz'ce ve1'sa . Afte r a few 
years, and a great consumption of fuel for a small amount 
of heat, thi s mode of warming the hospita l was aban-
doned, and th e Directo rs decided to try tne Gold Steam 
Heater. This was almost eq ua l to a return to th e old 
cy linde r stoves, the on ly rea l difference being th e mode 
of generati ng heat. There was no difficulty in heatin g 
the rooms, but where was the fres h a ir t o co me from ? 
A n a rchitect was e mp loyed to ascertain whether venti-
lati ng flu es co uld be placed in the walls of the building. 
On examination it was found that, unfortunately, th e 
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walls were constructed of such material, and so strong. 
that it would be impracticable to adopt this mode of 
introducing fresh air. The same manner of heating th e 
original building remains to the present time. Fortu-
nately, but few patients are accommodated in the wards 
of the old building, it betng used chiefly for offices and 
the apartments of the Superintendent and sleeping rooms 
for nurses and other attendants. 
At the annual meeting held May 11,1871, the Directors 
of the General Hospital Society were authorized to im-
prove and enlarge, by additional buildings or otherwise , 
the present Hospital building to such an extent as they' 
may deem expedient. July 25, 1872, the Directors were 
authorized to improve and enlarge the present Hospital 
building, and to construct additional buildings in accord-
ance with the plans proposed by the building committee,* 
and they were also empowered to expend from the funds 
of the Society such sums as may be necessary for these 
purposes, not to exceed $75,000. The plans of the new 
building were drawn by Mr. Withers, of New York, a 
celebrated hospital architect. The plans submitted by 
him were adopted by the committee, after having been 
examined and altered in some important points by Mr. 
Russell, an architect of this city. We are under great 
obligations to Governor English for many valuable sug-
gestions with reference to the plan and constructic;m of 
the building. Mr. Nelson Hotchkiss also rendered val-
uable assistance in superintending the construction of the 
b~ilding. 
The dimensions of the new building are as follows: 
the central building is 63 feet long by 40 feet wide. It is 
divided into several rooms on each floor: dining-room , 
nurses' room for each ward, with closets for linen and 
clothing of patients. The division of rooms is the same 
on each floor. The building is two stories high, with a 
Mansard roof, making it virtually three stories ; it is con-
nected with the main building by a corridor 46 feet long 
*This committee consisted of Gov. English, Hon. Wm . Fitch, H . M. 
Welch ; Drs. D. L. Daggett , C. A. Lindsley. F. L. Dibbl e, a nd P . A. Jewett. 
62 
by 14 feet wide. The wards are six in number, including 
the third story. The eas t wing contains the largest wards, 
each being 90 fe e t long by 26 feet wide, and eac h accom-
modates 22 beds. The west wing is 65 feet long by 26 
feet wide, and contains 16 beds for eac h ward. The 
water-closets a nd bath-rooms are in bow-shaped pro-
jections a t the end of eac h ward. 
This portion of th e building also contains the private 
stair-case. The entire building is heated by steam, the 
first and second floo rs by ind irect and the upper by direct 
radiati on. The building is ventilated by a large brick 
shaft passing from the foundati on to above th e roo f, with 
heat passing into it from th e steam heaters, thu s producing 
an upward draft. Large registers ope n into this shaft 
from eac h ward, both near th e floo r and ceiling. The 
fresh air is received from the outside through registers, 
and by th e heated air passing through the shaft a constant 
circulation is maintained. Th e ventilation of the wards 
is good, but not by any mea ns perfect. An open fire-place, 
with a " low down grate" in addition, would be a great 
improvement. 
The new building will contain 126 patients in the six 
wards, besides th e roo ms for private cases. Each patient 
has from 1500 to 16oo cubic feet of air. With the accom-
modations in the o ld building th e Hospital can receive 
150 pati ents. More room is needed, as the officers of the 
Hospital are forced to refuse admission to many deserv-
ing patients for want of room, especially in the winter, 
and from want of funds. 
We now have one of the best arranged hospitals in the 
country , and must soon increase our accommodations by 
building another wing on the north end of the old build-
ing, unless some other plan may be deemed best. 
BY-LAWS OF THE GENERAL HOSPITAL SOCIETY OF 
CONNECTlCUT, ADOPTED APRIL 23, 1874. 
1.-MPetings of th~ Society. 
The Annual Mee ting of the Society shall be held at the Hospital in New 
H ave n, on the third Thursday of April in each yea r, at su ch tim e as the 
Preside nt :tnd Secretary m:ty direct. Notice of all meetings shall be pub-
li shed in at least two daily newspapers printed in Ne w Haven for at leas t 
three days preceding such meeting. 
II .-Meetings of the Di1·ectors . 
The Annual Meeting of the Directors shall be held on the day following 
the Annual Meeting of the Society, and other stated meetings shall be held 
on the third Friday of January, July and October in each year. 
Special meetings of the Directors shal l be call ed by order of the Presid ent 
whenever, in his opinion, the business of the Society requires it, or when re-
quested in writing by any five of the Directors. And when special meetings 
are so call ed, he shall direct th e Ser.retarv to insert in the notices to the mem-
be rs the import of the business to come before them, and such notices shall 
be served at least two days prev io us to the time appoin ted for the meeting, 
when practicable. 
III.-Directod R tpo1·t. 
At each Annual Meeting of the General Hospital Society of Connecticut 
th e Board of Directors shall make a report to the Society of the condition of 
the Hospital and of their action during th e year. 
D UTIES OF THE OFFICER S. 
IV.-Of the P nsident. 
The President of the Society shall preside at the meetings of the Board of 
Directors. He shall call special meetings of the Board and of the Society 
whenever, in his opinion, the business of th e Society requires it, or when re-
quested so to do in writing by five Directors, to be held at such place in the 
City of New H aven as he may think proper. 
V.-Of the Vice-President. 
In case of the absence of the President, the elected Vice-President shall 
possess his powers and perform his duties. 
VI.-Of t/ze T reasttre?'. 
The Treasurer havi ng given bonds to the satisfaction of the Finance Com-
mittee, shall have the custody of all bonds, titles, deeds, and other papers 
and documents relating to the property of th e corporation, and of a ll moneys 
belonging the reto. H e shall open an account with one of the banks in the 
Ci ty of New Haven , to be approved by the Board , in the name of this cor-
poration, and shall deposit all moneys in such bank imm ed iately upon his 
receiving them. He shall keep a prope r check and account-book, showing 
the amount of funds in his hands, which shall at all suitable times be open 
to th e inspection of the Direc tors. At each stated mee ting he shall present 
an account, or a n abstract th ereof, showing the state of the treasury. He 
shall pay all orders which shall be drawn upon him in the manner hereafter 
prescribed. He shall execute such resolution s as may be adopted by th e 
Committee of Finance rela tive to the investment of funds, in compliance 
with Article IX of the By-Laws. He shall prepare and lay before th e mem-
bers of th e Society a t thei r Annual Meeting a statement of th e receipts and 
expenditures of the p receding yea r, of the funds of the Soci ety, and of the 
manner in which the same are inves ted . 
VII.-0/ the Secretary. 
Th e Secretary shall keep the minutes of the proceedings of the Society 
and of th e Board of Direc tors, and shall give tru e copies of th e same wh en 
requested by the Direc tors or any one of them . He shall preserve all the 
reco rds a nd papers which belong to his office. and they shall at all times be 
open to th e inspection of any Director. He shall notify the Directors of 
every meeting of the Board, by noti ce addressed to them through the Po st 
Office, or otherwise. a t leas t two days, when practica ble, before the meeting ; 
and shall give similar notice of the meetings of the Society, by publication in 
a t leas t two daily city papers, for a t least three days preceding such meeting. 
H e shall also cause not ice to be given to the C hairman of each Committee, 
of the names of the members thereof, and the object for which they may be 
appoi nted. And he sllall cause every person appointed on any Standing 
Committee or on the Medical Board to be notifi ed of his appointment. 
V III .-Election of Committees. 
The Direc tors shall elec t by ballot , at their Annual Meeting, a Prud entia.l 
Comm ittee and a Committee of Finance, each to consist of three members; 
an Auditing Committee of two members , a Superintendent , and a Board of 
six Visitors, who shall hold office during the year, and until others are elected 
in th eir stead, unless otherwise ordered by the Board. Any vacancies occur-
ring dur ing the year may be filled in like manne r. 
lX.-Of the Finance Committee. 
It shall be the duty of th e Committee on Finance to adopt proper mea ns 
of augmenting the subscrip tions and benefactions, to circulate information 
respec ting the Hos pital, to see that the subscriptions are duly received, and 
to direct th e Treasurer in investing the funds, when not otherwise ordered 
by the Prudential Commi ttee. 
X .-OftiLe Prudmtial Committee. 
r. Th e Prudential Com mittee shall consist of three Directors . They shall 
give such orders and establish such regulations as they shall think proper to 
carry into effect the obj ec ts of this institution ; provided such ord e rs a nd 
regula tions be not inconsi s te nt with those establi shed by the Boa rd o f 
Direc to rs. 
2. They sha ll recei ve o r rejec t a ppli cants for admi ssion in accord a nce 
with th e regul a ti ons upon th at s ub ject, a nd shall de termin e wh eth er the ap-
pl icant sha ll be received as a free or pay pati e nt , and in the la tte r case th ey 
shall fi x th e ra te of payment ; but th ey shall admit no person with out a p re-
vi o us examina tion by o ne of th e M edi cal Sta ff. 
3· They shall meet a t the H osp ita l a t leas t once in each week ; b ut in th e 
in te rva l be tween their meetings, and when the circ ums ta nces o f th e case sha ll 
require it, the Supe rinte nd e nt may ac t as their re prese nta tive in the admi ss ion 
of pati ~ nts, reporting hi s a ction in each case to the Committee at the ir nex t 
m eeting . 
4. They shall see that no pa tient is a ll owed to rema in in the Hos pital 
unnecessarily, o r to the d etriment of the in stitution. 
s. They may, a t their d isc retion , d ischa rge a ny pa ti ent o r H ospita l a ttend-
a nt for d iso rde rl y condu ct. 
6. Th ey shall have general cha rge of a ll property within the prec in cts of 
the H osp ital , an d a utho ri ze s uch repairs a nd d isbursements as may fro m 
time to tim e be necessary; but no ex trao rdi nary expe nditure sha ll be a uth o r-
ized exceeding o ne hundred doll a rs per month, except by the Board. Th ey 
sha ll examine as to wheth er economy is obse rved in th e several depart ment s 
of th e H ospital , th e qua ntity a nd qu ality of the food a nd med icines furni shed , 
a nd th e consumpti on of li q uo rs fo r Hospital purp!Jses. They shall once a 
week in spect a ll the H os pital b u ildings, vi s it th e wa rd s and dead-ho use, 
laundry, wa te r a nd ba thing close ts, inquire into th e beha vi or of th e H ouse 
offi ce rs, the nurses a nd a tt end a nts, a nd th e cl ea nl iness a nd o rde r of all parts 
of the H ospital a nd g round s. 
7· Th ey shall a udit all bills a nd accounts, a nd when a p p roved shall draw 
o rde rs on th e Treas ure r fo r the payment the reof, to be s ig ned by a t least two 
membe rs. They shall k eep a book of minutes, a nd enter the rein on each 
vi s iting day their proceeding s a nd observations , which book shall be la id 
befo re the Boa rd a t e very s ta ted m ee ting. 
X I.-Of the .rluditing Committee. 
The offi ce of the A ud iting Co mmittee shall be to exa min e the Treas ure r's 
a ccounts at th e close of each yea r, prio r to the annu al meeting, a nd re po rt 
thereo n . 
X II.-0/ tlze Board of Visitors . 
The Board of V isito rs sha ll visit the Hospita l a t least once each wee k . 
They shall in q uire into th e economical adminis tra tion of the H os pita l, a nd 
s uch o ther matters as a re connec ted wi th the care and co mfort of the pa ti ents. 
They shall be ca reful to ma ke all recomme ndation s and sugges ti ons in writ-
ing to the Prudential Co mmittee, a nd sha ll repo rt all reason abl e com plaints 
fro m patie nts . 
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XIII.-A 1/eratiom 01' Additio1ts. 
No alteration of, or additions to, these By-Laws shall be mad e, unless pro-
posed in writing to thi s Soc iety by at leas t twelve Directors, of whom six 
shall be elec ted Direc tors . 
FREE BED AND ANNUAL MEMBERS. 
A donation of $2,500 entitl es the donor to nominate pati ent s to a fre e bed 
for life. 
A do nati o n of $1,000 entitl es th e donor to the sa me pri vil ege for a ny three 
months whi ch he may selec t in each yea r. 
A dona ti on of $so cons titutes the don o r a life member of the in stitution . 
Twenty- five dollars a member for ten years. 
A donation of $500 constitutes the donor a life director. 
REGULATIONS OF THE GENERAL HOSPITAL SOC IETY OF 
CONNECTICU T . 
OF THE ME!)IC AL DEPARTM ENT. 
I .- Appointments. 
All Phys ician s and Surgeons conn ected with the Hospital shall be elected 
by ballot , by the Board of Direc tors, at the ir Annual Meeting, for the rear 
commencing July rst next ensuing. Any vacancies occ urring during the 
year may be filled in lik e mann e r from candidates nominated by the Med-
ical Board . 
H .-Medical Board. 
r. There shall be four or more Consu lt ing Physi c ians and Surgeons; 
there shall be six Attending Physicians and four Attending Surgeons, two 
of whom shall be te rmed Senior Surgeo ns and two Junior Surgeo ns. 
They shall receive no pay for their servi ces in the Hospital. 
2. The Med ical Board shall consist of the Consulting a nd Attending 
Physic ians and Surgeons, four of its members constituting a quorum . 
3· The Medical Board shall meet regularly on the first Saturday of each 
month, and at the first regular meeting in May of each year shall elect a 
President, Vice-President, and Sec retary, who shall perform the cus tomary 
duties of those offices respectively, for one yea r from the fir st day of Jun e 
next ensuing. 
4· Special meetings of th e Medical Board may be ca ll ed by its President 
or by the Board of Direc tors. 
5· The Medical Board shall mak e ru les for the inte rnal management 
of the H ospital, so far as the Medical Staff is concerned , subject to the ap-
proval of th e Board of Directors, and no t inconsistent with existing 
By-Laws. 
6. The Medical Board shall advise the Board of Directors in all matters 
pertaining to th e he:1lth and physical well-be ing of the pati ent s . They shall 
reg ul a te the diet of the patients and th e mann er and time of giving clinical 
instruction; they shall also appoi nt suitable persons as Ho use Medi cal 
Staff and Apothecary. 
7. The Med ical Board shall examin e all applicants for appointment on 
the H o use Medical Stair. A competitive examination shall be held in each 
year, at such time as may be directed by the Prudenti al Co mmittee, and the 
candida tes who are found best qualified shall be appointed to fill vacanci es. 
II I.- Consulting Pl1ysicians and Surgeons. 
The Consulting Phys icians and Surgeons shall be considered as co un-
sell o rs , and shall be invited to attend all capital•pe rations and to advise in 
the treatment of obscure and important cases. 
IV .- Attmding Pltysicians and Surgeons. 
r. The Hospital shall be divided into o ne Medical and one S~rgical 
D epart ment. 
2a. There shall be assigned to the Medical Departm ent six Physicians, 
whose several terms of service during the year shall be two months. 
2b. There shall be assigned to th e Surgical Departm ent two Senior and 
two Juni or Surgeons. 
The Senior Surgeons shall se rve alternately for periods of three months 
each. 
Th e attending Senio~ Surgeo n shall visit th e Hospital on each Sa turday, 
and shall be accompanied by the attending Junior Surgeon . He shall visit 
the H ospi tal and accompany the Junio r on his regular daily visits, at other 
times, when th e welfare of the patients requires it , or when req uested to do 
so for the purpose of consultation or operation. 
A ll cap ita l operations shall be performed by or under the direction, when 
practicable, of th e attending Senior Surgeon. When possible, a consultation 
of a ll th e Medical Board shall be call ed . 
The Junior Surgeons sha ll serve alternately for periods of two months 
each. 
The A ttending Physician and Junior Surgeon shall visit the Hospi tal 
once daily, a t such ho ur as the Med ical Board may direc t, and in cases of 
emerge ncy a t such other times as each may deem necessa ry. The Junior 
Surgeon shall assist the Senior Surgeon in all capital operations, and shall 
have ge neral charge of the treatm ent of patients, subject to the approval of 
th e Senior Surgeon . 
3· The Physicians and Surgeons havi ng"charge of each department, shall 
so arrange th at o ne or the other shall visit th e ir departm ent each day. 
4. Th e a ttending Physicians and Surgeons shall have the entire direc tion 
of the treatment of the pati ents. They shall also exe rcise a supervision of 
the condi ti on of the wards, the behavior of th e orderlies and nurses, and the 
cha rac ter of the food of the patients, and report to the Prudential Com-
mittee. They may give clinical instructio n, illustrated by the patients in 
their respective departments, to such prac titi oners of medic int; and stud en ts 
as are admitted to the Hospital. 
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s. The A u ending Phys icians and Surgeons on duty sha ll be present a t 
the meetings of the Prudenti al Commiuee, to confe r with the m on the man-
agement of the H o use. 
V .-Patholop:st. 
r. A P athologist shall be appo inted by the Board of Directors, upon the 
nomi nation of the Medical Board. 
2 . All post-mortem exa minations upon persons dy.ing in the Hosp ital 
shall be made under th e direction of the Pathologist, wh en practicable. 
3. All post-mortem examinations shall be mad e a t a n appointed ho ur , 
a nd not until a reasonable tim e aft er the death of a patien t. 
4· A ll pathological spec im ens shall be th e prope rty of the Hospital ; a nd 
shall be kept in a suitab le .,l ace, to be p tovided by the Prudential Com miuee. 
s. Th e P a thologis t may g ive in structio n in pathol ogical anatomy in the 
autopsy-room. 
6. The Pathologist shall have cha rge o f th e pos t-m or tem instruments. 
7. Th e Pathologist may appoi nt a n assista nt, subjec t to the approval of 
the Medical Board. 
VI.-Ctnat01·. 
1. Th e Assistant to the P a thologis t shall be ex-officio Cu ra tor of the 
Mu seum . 
2 .. H e shall have cha rge of the H ospital Museum , and of the necessary 
apparatus for preservi ng spec imens. 
3· H e shall prepare for th e Mu seum all s uch specimens as may he deliv-
ered to him for that purpose by the Pathologist , and 1<:eep a ca tal ogue of all 
specimens pl aced in th e Museum. 
VII.-House Staff 
1. The Hou se Medical Staff shall cons ist of one or more Physicians and 
one or more Surgeo ns, who shall severally resid e in the H ospi tal. To these 
may be added assis tants, as occasion may require. 
2. At the expiration of their term of serv ice, "Certificates of Service"' 
shall be granted to the Hou se Physic ian and Surgeon by the Board of Di -
rec tors, o n recomm endation by the Medical Board . 
V III.- The H ouse Physician and Sm-geon . 
1. The H o use Physician or H ouse Surgeon shall examin e patients apply-
ing for admission, determine what wards they shall occupy, subject to the 
approval of the Auending Phys ician or Surgeon , and if the co ndition of 
patien ts admi ts of it , shal l ord er th em to a wa rm b3.th before ass igning them 
z.. bed. 
2. Th e House Physician and Hou se Surgeon shall visi t each patient in 
the ir respective wards, a t leas t morning a nd evening, and be prepared to 
report the state of th e patients to the attending Physician or Surgeon . They 
shall record all prescriptions and direc tions for th eir administration in books 
to be kept for that purpose-of which the re shaH be one for each ward-and 
shall send th e same to the Apothecary shop, immediately after the visits of 
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the a tt e nd ing Phys ician a nd Surgeo n, each d ay, to be return ed to th e wa rd 
wi th th e med ic ines. 
They sha ll see tha t the med ic in es are regul a rl y taken and pro mptly ad-
mini s tered, with care a nd nea tness. 
Th ere sha ll a lso be a" Spec ial Di et" li s t in each wa rd , on which sha ll be 
recorded a ll o rders fo r s timul a nts a nd ex tra a rticl es of die t. Thi s li s t mu s t 
be w ritte n u p by the H o use Ph ysicia n o r H ouse Surgeon, in th e a ftern oon 
fo r th e fo ll owin g d ay, a nd be se nt to the Su perinte ndent before three 
o'c lock P. M. 
In cases of spec ial need for the same day, th e H ouse Phys icia n o r H ouse 
Su rgeon will give s pec ial o rde rs. T he d ie t li s ts mu st be return ed to the 
wards at or befo re s ix o'c loc k P. M. 
These li s ts must be in spected a nd s igned by the Atte nding Physicia n o r 
Surgeo n o nce a wee k. ' 
3· In any med ical o r surgical case of e me rgency, th e Ho use Phys icia n o r 
H ouse Surgeo n shall reques t th e immed ia te a tte nd a nce of the Atte nding 
Phys ician or Surgeon , or if he ca nn ot be fo und , of a ny o the r phy s icia ns or 
s u rgeo ns of the Ho sp ital. 
4. The H ouse Phys ician o r H o use Surge_o n shall in no case s ubstitute 
h is assis tan t in th e perfo rma nce of a ny d uty s pec ially in c umbe nt on him self, 
except in a case of s ud d e n ill ness o r o ther e mergency, or by pe rmi ss io n of 
the Pruden ti a l Co m mi ttee, o r of th e A tte nding Phys ic ia n o r Surgeon. 
5· The H o use Physician o r H o use Surgeo n shall not re move pa tie nts 
from o ne wa rd to :w othe r, without th e app ro val of the Supe rinte nde nt, nor 
sha ll he di scharge a patie nt with o ut pe rmiss ion from th e A tte nd ing Phys icia n 
o r Surgeon, a nd the conc ur re nce of the Supe rinte nd ent. 
6. T he H o use P hys ic ia n a nd H ouse Surgeon shall altern a te weekly in 
examin ing patie nts fo r adm iss ion , a nd in the cha rge of patie nts admitted a t 
n ight-so ar ranging th at bo th duties shall not devo lve a t the same time upon 
' either of th e m. 
7. They shall not be absent a t th e usual ho ur of a tt end a nce of th e physi-
cians a nd su rgeo ns. Whe n ei th e r of th em int end to go off the pre mises, he 
shall leave no tice wi th the Su pe rinten d e nt. 
Th e H o use Phys ician a nd H o use Surgeo n mu s t neve r be abse nt a t th e 
sa me t ime. 
8. Th ey slia ll not engage in any o ther bu sin ess tha n tha t of th e H ospital. 
g. Wh en a membe r of th e House staff des ires leave of absence fro m duty, 
he sha ll p rese nt to th e Pru den ti al Commi ttee a pe tition in writing for th e 
same, app roved by hi s V isi ting Physic ia n o r Surgeo n, a nd th e Co mmittee 
may gran t the leave of absence a t thei r d isc retion. 
IX.-Assistants to tlte .House P!tysician and .1-f ouse Swgeon. 
r. Th e Ass is ta nts shall a tt end the Ho use P hys icia n o r H o use Surgeon in 
hi s morn ing visits to the patie nts, a nd sha ll also be prese nt a t the reg ula r 
v isit of the A tte nding P hys ician o r Su rgeo n, a nd a t s uch o ther t imes as he 
may direc t, a nd sha ll a lso perform s uch o th e r d uties as may be assig ned to 
them. 
2. Th e Seni or Assistan ts shall, und e r th e directi on of th e A tte nding Phy-
sician or Surgeon, keep a reco rd of a ll med ical and surgical cases which 
occ ur in thei r respect ive depa rtm ents. In thi s record shal l be entered th e 
name, age, a nd occupa ti on of each pati ent, th e probable cause and hi story of 
hi s disease, th e remedies used upon and afte r hi s admission, the na me of th e 
Attending Physician or Surgeon, his daily repo rts o f th e case, the te rmina-
ti o n e ithe r in recovery, relief or death , and s uch o th er circ umstan ces as may 
te nd to illustrate the case, th e na ture a nd treatm ent of th e d isease; a nd be 
prepared to s ubmi t th eir records to the Prud ential Co mmittee. It sha ll be 
th e duty of the respective Junior Assistants to transcribe nea tl y and legibly 
eve ry such reco rd , whe n completed, into th e case books . Said books shall 
be depos ited in the Li brary and properl y ind exed. 
3· It shall also be th e special duty of the Sen ior Surg ical Assistant to 
clea nse carefully all instrum ents after use, and return th em to th eir proper 
places, a nd a t su rgica l operations to ad mit only medica l me n in good stand-
ing, s tu dents invited by th em, and s uch nurses a nd attendant s as may be 
a uth orized to be presen t. 
"Vh en th e office of Assis tants is vacant, the du ti es spectfi ed in Article 2 
shall be performed by the Ho use Physi c ia n a nd Surgeon. 
4. All instruments a nd apparat us, except pocket-cases and th ermom eters, 
shall be kep t in th e place ass ign ed for the m, un der th e charge of th e resident 
H ouse Surgeo n. He shall not loa n instrum ents , except to me mbers of th e 
H osp ital Med ical Board, a nd in that case he shall take a written receip t for 
th e in s trumen ts loa ned . 
s. Th e exa mination of candidates for a ppointment as Assistant to th e res-
ident H o use Phys icia n a nd Surgeon shall be held when d irec ted by the Med-
ical Board. 
X.-Apothecm·y. 
r. Th e Apothecary shall make up all medicin es presc tibed, agreeably to 
the formulas from time to time directed by the Physi cians a nd Surgeons. 
H e shall de liver no medici ne or o ther ar ti cles which a re not e nt ered on the 
prescription book, or to perso ns Ji ving out of th e House. H e shall put up 
the medicines for each ward separately , and shall annex to them labels bear-
ing th e name of the patien t for whom presc ribed, with p rint ed o r written 
direct ions fo r taking th em, a nd he sha ll send the m to each ward to be dis-
tri bu ted to the pa ti ents. H e shall keep splints, bandages, a nd mu slin, of 
such sizes a nd in such quantities as shall be direc ted by the Attending Sur-
geon , a nd shall keep a book in which shall be entered the wa rd to which 
they are sen t, in order that th ey may be re tu rned to him when prac ti cable. 
2. H e sha ll regu larly a ttend the Di spensary, a nd never be abse nt with-
ou t the Superintendent 's permission. H e shall keep th e Dispensary a nd its 
belongings clea n a nd in good ord er, and it shall re main ope n from 7 o'clock 
A. ~1. to 8 o 'clock P.M. He shall observe carefu l eco nomy in everything 
re lating to hi s depart ment, a nd permit no patien t, attendant o r othe r person . 
to enter th e Dispe nsa ry unnecessarily. No liqu id med icines shall be p ut 
u p in ;:; la rger th an fo ur o un ce phi al, except infu sions, decoc tio ns, a nd those 
for ex ternal appli ca ti on. 
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XI.-OJ tile Superintendent. 
I. The Superin te nd en t shal l be th e Exec uti ve Officer of the Board of 
Directors, and responsible to it for the good orde r of th e H o use . 
2. He shall have power to hire and dismiss all ma le nurses a nd all serv-
ants, male and female,-furnishing to the H o use keepe r force s uffi cien t to do 
the house work,-subject to the approval of th e Prud enti a l Committee; and 
it sha ll be his duty to dismiss any a tte nda nt who shall be g uilty of profa nity, 
drunkennes~. neglect of duty o r other gross misconduct, repo rting hi s ac ti o n 
a nd reason therefor to the Prude ntial Commit tee. 
3· H e shall p urchase, und er the di rec ti on of the Prud ential Co mmittee, 
furniture, provisio ns, med.icines, a nd a ll o the r s tores required fo r the H osp i-
tal , and shall a tt e nd to th e issu e of the same, keeping und er hi s keys a ll 
win es, spi rit s , e tc., a nd issuing d aily the requisite suppli es fo r the day, to 
the Apothecary . 
4· H e shall keep in a book provided for tha t purpose, a regular and 
acc ura te account of a ll moneys received o r disbursed by him o n behalf o f 
the H osp ital , a nd a reco rd of all s uch contracts as he may be a uth orized to 
make, which book, with the vouchers, shall be laid before th e Prude ntial 
Commi ttee. 
5· H e shall d eposit a ll Hosp ital mo neys comi ng into his hands with the 
Treasurer forthwith, and shall obta in a draft from the Prud e nti al Committee, 
u po n the Treas urer, fo r such sums as may from tim e to time be required for 
the uses of th e Ho use H e shat: account, in hi s stateme nt of receipts a nd 
expenditures, for all moneys so received, which statement, with his vouch-
e rs, sha ll be la id before th e Prud e ntial Co mmittee a t th eir monthly mee ting. 
6. H e shall s uhmit to the Prud en ti al Committee monthl y, at their stated 
meetings, a roll o f all persons employed upon th e premises, showing how 
they are employed a nd their rate o f co m pensa tion. H e shall permit no one, 
except th ose e nt itl ed th ere to by virtu e of these regulations , to eat or sleep in 
o r occ upy a ny part of the Hospi tal premises without express pe rmission 
fro m th e Prudential Commi ttee. 
7· B e shall visit e ve ry ward at leas t o nce a day, to see that th e rul es a re 
obeyed, and sha ll ma ke weekly a general inspection of a ll parts of the H os-
pital, a t which tim e he shall requi re a ll attendants to be a t their several 
posts a nd remai n there until the in spection is concl ud ed. H e shall be 
responsib le for th e general clea nlin ess and order of the entire es tablishm e nt, 
including th e thea te r, ou t.buildings and grounds. H e shall have the cloth-
ing of patients en te ring, clea nsed and di sinfec ted if necessary. H e shall be 
responsible fo r the safety of the H ospital property, furniture, bedd ing, e tc. , 
keeping an inve ntory of the same, and semi-annually shall ta ke an account 
of s tock. H e shall see that books g iven to the Hosp ital for the use of th e 
patients are not los t or d es troyed , a nd shall instruct the orde rl y to keep the 
names of patients bor rowing books and see to thei r safe return . H e sha ll 
see that the a tte nd a nts a re properly in st ructed in rega rd to their respective 
duties in case of an alarm of fire . 
s. H e shall see that the outer doors are locked at a seasonable hour, 
every evening, and all the buildings properly secured at night. 
g. When a patie nt is dangerously ill , he shall notify (if possibl e) some 
re lati on or fri end. If th e pa ti ent desires to co nve rse with a clergyman or 
religious perso n, he shal l invite th e pe rso n desired to auend, a nd whil e s uch 
perso n is present shall see tha t proper decorum is observed. 
ro. On th e decease of a pa tient , th e Superintendent sha ll ca use the body 
to be re moved, as soon as co nven ie ntl y may be, 10 the d ead- ho use, and th ere 
safely kept until delivered to th e friend~ o r those res po nsibl e for it s inter-
me nt. 
r r. "Vh en any a rticl es of value o r other effec ts are left by a deceased 
patient, the Superintendent shall cause th em to be labelled with th e patient's 
name a nd date of his decease, and hold th e m for th.e action of the Pruden-
ti al Commi ttee. 
12 . Wh en a patient is di scharged or di es, th e Superintendent shall cause 
th e fact to be record ed in th e Register, me ntioning the patient's co ndition 
(whether cured, relieved, e tc.). if disc harged, a long with a ny circ um stances 
a tte nding his depa'rture whi ch might influ e nce hi s future admission. 
13. If any of the office rs, nurses or a u e ndants shall violate the regula-
tio ns, o r be g uilty of a ny misconduct, it shall be the duty of the Supe rin-
tende nt to report the facts in writing to the Prudential Commit tee. 
Th e Superintendent is expec ted to co-ope rate with the H ead Nurse in her 
effo rt s for the comfo rt of the pati e nt s a nd we ll be ing of th e H ospi tal, and to 
give due weight to he r s ugges tions concerning these matters. 
XI I.-Of the Head i'lurse. 
The H ead Nurse shall receive the patients from the Supe rintend ent, and 
a rrange them in the places ass ign ed by the H o use Phys ician . She shal l be 
responsible 10 the Med ical Staff for the ca re of th e s ic k and wo unded, shall 
direct in the ho use keep ing of th e H ospi tal in all that pertains to th e admin-
istration of the wa rds, to the preparation of th e special diet, and to the work 
of the lin en-cl ose ts. 
Sh e shall tak e charge of all private don ati ons of clothin g and delicaci es, 
and di stribute the m to th e patients, und e r the direc tions of the House lli edi-
cal Officers; keep ing a li st of arti cles, with nam es of d onors. 
She shall make requisiti ons upon the Superintenden t and Housek eeper 
for s uch things as she may require in the di scharge of her du ties; such requi-
sitions 10 be entered in a book, and in all cases to be laid before the mem-
bers of the Prude nti al Com mittee wee kly, to be examined and co unter-
sig ned . 
Beyond this, she shall be responsibl e to the Co mmillee of the Training 
School for the instructi on of th e Pupil Nurses, and th e ca rrying o ut of all 
orders received fro m this Commiuee concerning the proper objec t of the 
school. 
Xl!I.-OJ tlu H ousekeeper. 
1. The Housekeeper shall be appointed by th e Superintendent, subjec t to 
the approval of th e Prudential Committee. She shall superintend the 
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ho usekeep in g of the H osp ital; direc t the servants in their work of keepi ng 
clean the wards an d hall-floo rs, wall s, paint, s taircases, close ts, sinks, ha th-
rooms, e tc.; direct the work of the laundry and mending-roo m ; oversee the 
cooking of food for the officers a nd p upil-nurses, and of the hou se die t for 
the pa tie nt ; and sha ll be responsible for the faithful performance of these 
duties to th e Su per inten d en t and H ead Nurse. 
N ote A .-Bath -roo ms, water-c lose ts and s inks to be cleaned, aired a nd 
disinfec ted daily. 
N ote B.-Ward- fl oo rs a nd window-sill s to be swept and dusted daily, and 
washed once a week ; oftener when necessary . 
Note C.-Sta ircast!s and halls to be swep t daily, and washed once a week . 
N ote D.-Wind ows and piazza-floors to be wash ed at the discreti on of the 
Superintendent. 
N ote E.-The H ouse keepe r will kee p a daily record in the store-roo m of 
all articles received by her from th e Superintendent, and issued by he r to the 
kitchen. · 
Latmd1y. 
2. All articles of bed or body clothing, ba ndages, e tc ., in use in the fever-
wards in the nursery, a nd in surgical cases, shall be sent to the laundry as 
soon as cha nged, a nd pu t immed ia tely in soak; bandages a nd rags by them-
selves, with a disinfectant. 
Bed-linen, towels a nd clothin g in ord inary cases, shall be changed throug h-
o ut once a week-oftener when necessary, and the soiled clothes sent to the 
la undry at once. 
Washing for the officers, pupil nurses and family shall go to th e la undry 
o n Monday. O ther washing reserved in the laundry closets for th e res t of 
the week. 
Duplicate lists of clothing for the wash shall be mad e out in each ward. 
In the Men's wards, the ma le nurse shall count over the clo thing, and make 
it into bundles for the wash , in the presence of the Pupil Nurse, who shall 
ta ke the li sts of the same. In the Women's ward s, this duty sha ll be per-
form ed by th e fe male servan t, s u per inte nd ed by th e Pupil Nurse. 
The H o us keeper i·s responsibl e for the clothing from the time it leaves the 
wards until it is returned to th e ward-linen closets. 
JVote.- A ll the articles, when washed, iro ned a nd aired, shall be sent to a 
room set apart for the purpose, and known as the Mending -roo m, wh ere the 
Housekeepe r, with prope r ass is tan ts, shall loo k th e m ove r ; have all needful 
mending done ; substitute whole art icles fo r those needing repairs, and re-
turn to the ward-linen c lose ts clo thing and bedding corresponding to the 
lists of those sen t to th e wash. Bandages will be rolled and sent to the Dis-
pensary, as also clean rags. 
The H o usekeeper shall ma ke a note of losses, wear and tear, e tc., of bed-
ding, towels, c lo thing, e tc., k eepi~ g a book fo r this purpose in th e Mending-
room, a nd shall present th e same quarterly to the Superintendent. 
She shall see that a ll clothing of patients sent to the laundry is properly 
mark ed, so as to ensure its safe return. 
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X IV.-O.f Hospital Atteudauts. 
r. Hosp ital a ttenda nt s shall be employP.d by th e Su perin te ndent, with the 
app roval of th e Prud e ntia l Co mmittee, in s uch numbers as th e se rvi ces of 
th e H ospi ta l ut ay req uire. 
2. The\' shal l be und er the co ntro l of th e Superinte nd ent, and of the heads 
of the sev.e ral departments in whi ch they may be empl oyed . 
3. As far a practicable, they shall have assigned to th em the ir regular 
duties, but will be expected to yield willing obedience to any reasonable 
req uire men ts . 
.f . Th ey shall give a t leas t o ne week's noti ce to th e Superintendent of 
th ei r inte ntion to leave the se rvice of the H ospital, and may require the same 
notice when discharged, unl ess th ey may be dismi ssed for misco ndu ct. 
s. Th ey sha ll nut leave th e Hosp ital wi tho ut the permissi on of the Super-
inte nd ent , who shall assign th e m th eir regul a r ho urs of duty a nd recrea tion. 
Th ey shal l respect a ll orde rs received from th e H ousekeeper a nd H ead Nurse. 
6. Those assigned to th e wards as nurses shall a tte nd to the gene ral ord e r 
of the ward, d aily po li cing and wee kly washing, a nd th e care of the dining-
room. I n the wom en' s watds the Ho use kee per shall appoint a woman se r-
vant to do this wor k. It shall be the duty of all attendan ts to con sider the 
com fort of th e patien ts, and to behave th e mselves with proper respect and 
deco rum a t a ll times. 
7. No o ffi ce r, nurse, or o th er attendant, shall receive any compensation, 
gi ft , or beques t, from a ny pa tient, unless au th ori zed to do so by the Pru-
d ent ial Co mmittee, thro ug h the Superi nte nden t. Any male nurse may be 
s uspend ed for ca use by th e At tending Physic ia n o r Surgeon until his case 
can be ac ted u po n by the Prud en ti al Com mittee. Any co mplaint agains t 
the pu pil nurses sh~ ll be addressed by the Attending Phys ician to th e Head 
Nurse, a nd repo rted by he r to th e Com mittee of th e Training School. Dis-
sa ti sfac tion with th e H ead Nurse sha ll be reported to this Commi ttee by the 
Physician. 
8. The names of co nva lescents fit for light duty, who do not pay full 
board, shall be repo rted to the Superintend ent each day by th e House Physi-
cia n, or H ouse Su rgeo n, and posted in th e office for the informat io n of the 
Head Nurse a nd H o use keepe r, who shall have the right to call upon such 
pe rso ns for service in wards or me nding-roo m. 
9· The re shall be a n orderly appoi nted as doorkee pe r, .tnd to coll ec t th e 
prescript io ns and d ie t li s ts for the Di spensary and o ffic e, and return them to 
the wards at th e p roper ho urs; also, to give out books from the library a nd 
note to whom they a re issued . 
XV.- Visitors. 
Visitors sha ll be ad mitt ed to the Hosp ital on Mondays, W ednesdays and 
Sa tu rdays, between the ho urs of 1 ~ a nd -tt P , M . They shall give no provis-
ion or stimulant to any patie nt wi thout permission from th e medical offi ce r 
of the ward . 
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OF PATIENTS. 
XVI.- The Admission of Patient,·. 
r. Cases of great urge ncy sh all be ad mitt ed to th e H os pit al a t a ny ho ur 
of th e day or night. 
2 . Other patients will be admi tted betwee n 9 o 'c loc k A.M. a nd 3 o'c lock 
P.M . They must apply in person at the office of the Hosp ital, when they will 
be examin ed a nd ad mitted by one o f th e Medical Staff, s ubject to app rova l 
by the P rud e ntial Comm ittee. If unab le to apply in pe rson, they shall be 
visited a t the ir h omes by one of the Med ical Staff. 
:. No patient suffering fro m any con tagio us or infec tious disease shall 
be ad mitted, nor any lunatic. 
-1 · The re shall b«'; pos ted in the office daily the numbe r o f vacant beds, 
free and pay, for the information of the Examining Phys ician. 
5· Appli cati o n fo r the ad miss ion of patient s . living out of the city should 
be acco mpani ed by a certifica te fro m some respectabl e physician, s ta ting th e 
nature a nd probable duration of th e disease, which certifi ca te, with the appli -
cation, will be referred to the Prudential Co mmittee. 
X VI I.-Rules fm· Patients. 
r. All patients, o n ad mi ss ion to the H ospi tal , sha ll , unl ess for b idd e n by 
the H o use Physic ian or H ouse Surgeon, before being assigned a bed, be sent 
to the bath-room, washed from head to fo ot, a nd furni shed with clea n clo th-
ing from the ir own or from H ospi tal sto res. If necessary, the ir ha ir sha ll 
be cut. 
All patients able 'to leave their beds will wash th e mselves in th e wa rd 
bath-rooms and comb their hai r. imm ed iate ly upon getting up in the morning. 
Every patient is expected to ba th e the whole person once a week, unl ess 
o the rwise ordered by the Attendi ng Physic ia n or Surgeon . It wil l be the 
duty of the men a nd women nurses in their respective wards to enforce 
this rule. 
2 . Pati e nts mu st take off th eir ha ts in the wards, a nd th eir boots a nd 
shoes before lying down, and will be respons ibl e fo r the nea t appeara nce of 
their beds when not occupied during th e day, a nd of their tab les and window-
shelves. 
3. P a tie nts adm itted to th e Hospital a re forbidden to use profane or ind e-
cent lang uage; to express immo ral or infidel se ntim ents; to pl ay a t any 
game for money; to smoke tobacco in the Hou~e. except in places p rovid ed 
for smoking, or to procure fo r th emselves or others any intox ica ting li quors. 
4. ~0 patient shall be all o wed to have any books, pa mphl e ts or news-
papers of a n immoral or indecent na ture. 
5. No male pati e nt shall go into any of th e wom en's wards, or any femal e 
pati ent into any of th e men 's wa rds. 
6. No pa tie nt shall enter the dead-house, e ng ine-room, kit che n, laundry, 
th~atre, or a ny of the a ttendan ts ' roo ms, excep t by pe rmi ss io n of the Super-
int e nde nt o r other office rs of the H o use. 
7. Every patient no t fo rhidd en by th e Phys icia n sh a ll ta k e th e outside 
ai r either in th e grounds or o n th e piazzas (weather permittin g) each day. 
The nurses will e nforce th is rul e in cold weathe r as near noon as poss ible. 
Wh en desiring to go bt'yo nd the H ospital bounds, patients must obtain a 
ca rd from the A tte ndi ng Physicia n o r Surgeon , a t hi s mo rning ro und , stating 
that he h's no objec tions, which card. whe n co unt ers ig ned by th e Su perin-
tende nt , will se rve th e m as a pass, a nd will be valid fo r th e d ay it is g ive n, 
bu t mu s t he re turn ed to th e doorkeeper when th e pati ent re turn s. 
8. In exerc is ing o ut of doors, pati e nts will co nfin e the mselves to the 
graded walk s, a nd no t intru de upo n the g rass o r c ulti vat ed g ro und s. 
No fruit or vege tab les shall be ta ke n from th e trees, vin es o r g ro und s, 
witho ut permission of th e Su pe rinte ndent. 
XVIII.- Wa1ds. 
r. No bundl es, ca rpe t-bags, bas ke ts or o th e r baggage, will be a llowed in 
the wards. · All c lothing, no t in ac tu al use, will be locked up in th e wa rd 
c lose t. 
2. No clo thing of any kind will be a ll owed und er th e pillows, or tu c ked 
about th e beds or window-sills. Towels mu s t be hung in the ir appo int ed 
p laces. No pac kages of prov isions or fruit will be a ll o wed a nywh e re in th e 
wa rds . Suppli es sent by fri end s for special pati e nt s will be tak e n care of 
by th e nurse of th e wa rd. 
3. No newspape rs will be allowed sp read over th e bed-tables , and no 
acc umul a tion of o ld pape rs a nd magaz in es will be a llowed o n the wind ow-
sill s a nd tables. 
4. Great ca re must be taken tha t no thing shall be thro wn into bath tubs , 
basins, sin k s o r close ts whi ch can c log the drains . Dail y swee ping will be 
begun in the ba th- rooms, and the litte r brushed throug h the wa rd into the 
e ntry, and immed ia te ly taken up. 
5· Rags used for dressing wo unds, a nd too mu ch so il ed to go the la undry , 
will be immedi a tely ca rri ed down s ta irs a nd buri ed, or burn ed in th e open 
air. No arti c les of any kind, cl othin g , towels , bandages or rags will on any 
account be washed o ut of the laundry. 
6. No ward shall be le ft unatte nded ; when the nurse is necessarily 
abse nt, a substi tute (co nvalescent or ass is tant) shall be on duty fo r th e time 
and shall answer the call o f the patients. 
7· The watchman shall comm ence h is duty a t 9 P.M. and pass hourly 
through the men 's wards until 6 A.M. Shall put o ut a ll unn ecessary lig hts, 
p reserve order in the co nvalescent ward, a nd give such assistance as he may 
be asked fo r by any nurse on duty. 
XIX.-Meals. 
1. The Medi cal office rs, h ead nurse, pupil nurses, housekee per and 
apothecary wi ll form one mess, ta king th eir mea ls by the mselves. 
2 . The superintenden t a nd fam il y may form one mess, ta king th e ir meals 
by th emselves. Both these tab les will be ser ved a nd provided in the same 
manner. 
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3· Employees and patients on house diet will be se rved alik e, and all 
o thers according to the directions of the medical board. 
4· All patients ab le to leave their beds will ta ke th eir meals in the ward 
dining rooms. 
s. All orders for special d iet will be prompt ly fill ed, and th e art icles sent 
u p o n the lift s nea tly served. 
At the las t annual mee tin g o f th e Society, the office of 
H ead Nurse was created and th e department of nursin g 
transferred to th e "Conn ec ti cut Tra inin g School fo r 
Nurses." The school ente red on its duti es early in Octo-
ber last, a nd sin ce that time has had c harge o f this de part-
ment. 
In the construction o f th e building particular attention 
has been given to th e ventilating and heating a ppa ratu s 
and to the water suppl y. The best mate ri ;:tl s have been 
used and the best mec ha ni ca l skill e mployed, ~ nd a ll mat-
ters of detail have bee n ca refull y co nsidered. It is be-
li eved that th e whole stru cture and its appointments will 
compare favorably with a ny mode rn hospital. 
The building co mmittee, consist in g of Drs. Daggett , 
Lindsley, and J ewe tt , and Messrs. J a mes E. En g li sh and 
H. M. Welch, have devoted mu ch of th e ir valuable tim e 
to the ir duties. Th ey were, at th e o utse t of th e enter-
prise, able to secure th e g rat uitous sen·ices o f Mr. Nelson 
H otchkiss as sup erintend ent of construction . Fro m th e 
commencement ~f the building, Mr. H otchki ss has given 
to th e work his time a nd a ttenti o n, and it is to his care, 
judgme nt, and prctctical knowledge that th e society is 
large ly indebted for the successful completion of th e 
work. Th e entire cost of th e building and furniture has 
bee n $92,233.99· 
The patients received into the Hospital consist of th e 
fo llowing classes: 
1. Sailors, whose s u pport is provided for from th e marine hospi tal fund , 
wh o are admi tted o n the order of the Col lec tor of the port of New H ave n. 
2 . Persons who are able and willing to pay for thei r own s u pport, who 
resort to the Hospital o n account of the superior accommodati ons which 
they can ob tain a t a modera te ra te, or those from a distan ce who visit it for 
the purpose of s ubmitting to s urgical opera ti ons and trea tm e nt. The 
K 
a mount charged to s uch patie nts is intend ed to be only s uffi cient to mee t 
their necessa ry expenses. The number of thi s class is yea rl y inc reasing. 
3. Those pe rsons who a re d es titut e and are s u ppo rted g ra tuito usly. T o 
provide for thi s large class , th e a nnual ap prop ri a tion of the State of tw o 
tho usand d oll a rs, a trifling a llowa nce fro m tow ns fo r the ir poor, a nd ihe 
scanty in come fro m th e Soci ety's pe rma nent fun d-which will soon be 
ex ha us ted to co mplete the new building - a re the o nly relia nce. 
The n umbe r of applica nts o f th is class fo r hosp ital rel ief inc reases a nnu-
:J. ll y, as the city g ro ws la rger, beyond all propo rti o n to th e numbe r o f any 
o th er class . 
4· Sold iers. Soon afte r th e close of th e lat e war, the State made a n 
appropr ia ti on, whi ch has been continu ed a nnu all y, fo r th e maintenance of 
s ick o r wo un ded soldie rs, who we re hono rab ly di scha rged fro m Co nn ec ti cut 
regimen ts whi ch had se rved in th e wa r of th e rebelli o n. 
B esides th e a bo ve na med, th e re is a co nsta ntl y in creas-
in g c lass, th e victim s of acc id ent on th e stree t , o n th e 
different ra i!roads, o r th e va ri o us manufac turin g es ta b-
li shm ents in th e city a nd its vi cinity. A la rge number of 
th ese a re ho meless men a nd wo me n, poor in purse, wh o 
a re freq uentl y maintained durin g th eir stay in th e H os-
p ita l with o ut ·a ny co mp ensa ti on wh a tever to th e Insti-
tuti o n. 
Thi s class o f pa ti ents a re always admitted imm edia te ly 
o n th e ir app li ca ti on with o ut th e ce re mo ny of a pe rmit , 
provid ed th ey a re taken to th e H ospita l fr om th e place 
wh e re th e accid ent occurred . 
L. D. WILC OXSON,} 
D . L . DAGGETT, Pmdential Committee. 
W. S. C H A RNLEY, 
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KNIGHT HOSPITAL. 
In A pril, r86 r, a t a special meeting of the Directo rs o f 
th e Society, in consequ e nce of th e war of the Rebelli on, 
a nd the necessity fo r acco mm odations for sick and 
·woun ded sold ie rs, it was voted to offer acco mm odati ons 
a t the H ospital for such soldie rs as the Surgeon G enera l 
U . S. A . mi g ht d irect to send. A communi cati on was 
sent to th e S urgeon G enera l through our member of 
Cong ress, H on. J . E. Eng li sh. Throug h his kind coope-
ra tion th e offer was acce pted , conditi oned upon th ere 
being a necessity to make use of th e Hospita l. 
In May, r862, th ~ writer was employed- by th e Surgeo n 
G ene ral as Contract S ur·geon to take ch arge of th e so l-
d ie rs sent to th e H ospita l. V ery soon after this a n ord er 
was ~e nt to him to accept th e offer of th e Society at th e 
rate of $3 .50 per week for each soldie r cared fo r in th e 
Hospita l ; th e Directors to furni sh all food, medicine, 
medical and surg ica l a ttenda nce and quarters; the sur-
geon in c ha rge only to be paid by th e governm ent ; and 
to make immediat e preparati ons fo r the receipt of 250 
sick and wounded so ld iers. A pplicati on was mad e to the 
L egisla tu re, th en in session, for a id in the erection of 
buildi ngs. Three thousand dolla rs was a t once appro-
p ria ted. W ith thi s a la rge build ing was e rected . B efo re 
its comple tion th e sick a nd wounded arri ved . This was 
on th e 2d day of June, r862. A transport a rriv ed with 
250 sick and wo unded from th e battle of Fair Oaks. 
Th ey wer e acco mmodated in th e old H ospita l building 
a nd in t ents furni shed by th e S ta te and hired by th e 
Society. Soon oth er sick and wounded began to arriv e. 
A necessity was ap par ent fo r more huildings. The 
L egis lature was again call ed upon, a nd fiftee n th ousand 
do ll ars was approp ri a ted ior buildings and furniture. 
Several buildings were e rected , suffici ent to acco mmodate 
about 500 men. O th er buildings for offices, &c., were 
a lso constru cted. T he physicia ns and surg eons in attend-
a nce consist ed of the regular Hospital staff and s.uch 
So 
o thers of th e City as voluntee red th eir services. The 
contract wi th th e Societ y co ntinu ed untii th e spring of 
1863 . ln Nove mbe r , r862, an ord er was received from 
th e S urgeon Ge ne ral to te rminate th e contrac t with th e 
Soc iety as soo n as it co uld be done with out injury, and 
hire th at porti on of l he g rounds on which th e te mporary 
b uildings we re situated. and place th e H ospita l entirely 
un de r th e control of th e S urgeon G ene ra l. At thi s time 
the Surgeon in charge received hi s commission as Surgeon 
o f Vo luntee rs. The Directo rs voted to lease th e g rounds 
t o th e gove rn me nt a t th e rent of $rooo per yea r . In 
A pril , 1863, th e contrac t was closed , and the Military 
H os pita l entered . on a n ind epend ent exi stence. This 
continu ed fo r several months, when it was thought 
exped ient to enl a rge th e H ospita l. A n offe r was made 
a nd accep ted to lease, by th e governm ent, th e H ospita l 
build ing a nd th e re mainde r of th e g round s. The Direc-
tors accep ted th e offe r a nd made imm ediate arrange-
ments to move to a noth er locati on. A iarg e building 
was purchased on Whall ey aYe., additions e rected , and 
th e S tate H ospita l re moved to th e ne w loca ti on. The 
old H ospita l building was occ upi ed by th e Surgeo n 
in charge fo r offi ces and qua rters for th e offi cers on 
d uty a t th e H ospita l. A t thi s tim e a necessity existed 
for la rge r acco mmodati ons fo r sick a nd wound ed sol-
d ie rs, as t he Go vern or o f th e Sta te had received. the 
conse nt a t th e Sec reta ry of War to se nd a ll Connecti cut 
so ld ie rs who we re p roper subj ects for H ospita l treatment 
a nd able to bea r transporta t ion to th e H ospital a t New 
H aven. The S tate had refu sed to ma ke any further 
app rop ria ti ons for buildings, and witho ut th ese th e addi-
ti onal num be r to be se nt co uld not be rece ived. In thi s 
e merge ncy t he late G overn or Bu ckin g ha m ca me forwa rd, 
with his usua l liberality wh e n th e co mfort of our soldiers 
was a t sta ke, a nd a uth o ri zed the S urgeon in c harge to 
e rect such add it ional buildings as he th o ug ht necessary, 
and d raw on him for th e money to pay th e bill s. This 
expenditure a mounted to th e sum of $ ro,ooo. With the 
add iti ona l buildings th e H ospita l was increased to r,soo 
beds, a mu c h la rge r instituti on than was a nti cipated when 
th e first arrange me nts we re mad e fo r 250 pati ents. Soon 
afte r th e H ospita l was assum ed by th .e Medi cal D epa rt-
me nt o f th e U. S. A., a nd in acco rdan ce with the custo m 
t o na me all military hospita ls afte r some living member 
of th e profession eith e r in th e A rm y Medi cal S taff o r in 
ci vil prac ti ce, a t th e suggesti on of th e Surgeo n in cha rge 
th e H ospita l was call ed the Kni g ht G eneral H os pita l, 
aft e r th e lat e J onath an Knig ht, a tribute o f rr;spec t to the 
eminent surgeo n, th e good man , th e exe mplary Chri sti an 
and th e pe rfect ge ntleman. All wh o were conn ected 
with th e Milita ry H ospita l wh en th e fir st detac hm ent of 
sick a nd wound ed soldi ers was r eceived , reco ll ec t the 
enthusias m a nd un tiring energy he di sp layed in a ttending 
to th e call of suffe rin g humanity. H e was th e firs t on 
th e g round s. a nd did not lea ve until eve ry wound was 
dressed a nd eve ry patient made co mfortabl e. 
On th e 1st o f D ece mber, 1862 , a contra ct was made 
with Dr. L. D. Wilcoxson as Actin g Assistant S urgeo n 
U. S . Arm y, and he reported for duty on th a t day . H e 
was assig ned as th e E xec utiv e Offi ce r of th e S urgeon in 
Ch a rge and continued to perform th e duti es of that offi ce 
until th e o rder fo r c losing th e H ospita l was received. 
H e was th e n tra nsferred to th e c harge of th e Post H os-
pita l a t tJacon, G a. During the peri od of hi s connecti on 
with th e Kni g ht H os pita l hi s duti es we re perfo rm ed 
th o roug hly a nd e ffi cientl y and. to th e satisfacti on of th e 
office rs in c ha rge a nd a ll oth ers co nnected with th e 
H ospita l. 
Th e tota l num be r o f pati ents trea ted in th e H osp ita l 
was 25,340. T ota l num be r of d e::~ th s, 185 ; I 1 we re acc i-
.de nta l. This small pe rce ntage of mortality is to be 
a ttributed to th e loca ti on of th e H ospita l. It is situa ted 
on a n e levated platea u. The so il is dry a nd sa ndy. Th e 
cha nge to suc h a location in a north ern c lim ate fro m th e 
influ e nces at work on th e sic k a nd wo und ed in a so uth ern 
clim ate, was very ma rked . Patients began to impro ve 
be fo re a diagnosis was made. A noth er fruitfui ca use of 
imm edi a te improve ment was the fact with th e Co nn ec ti-
cut men, that they were in th eir ow n State, where, 
if practicable, they cou ld visit their families and friends, 
or at lea t cou ld receiv.,e visits from them. The build-
ings were also so constructed as to give the most per-
fect ve ntilation possib le-a combi nation of th e s haft and 
open roof ventilation. The deaths from typ hoid feve r 
were 14-cases, 88, No death occu rred from Hospital 
gangrene, E rysipe las or Pyaemia. 
No case of gangrene originated at the hospital, but 
severa l cases were transrerred from hosp itals a t the so uth. 
They all began to improve on their ad mi ssion to th e hos-
pital, and all ultimately recovered. It speaks volumes 
for the locatio n of the hospital , that suc h res ults were 
attained, when we consider the fact that there were no 
sewers near the hospital, with which to co nn ect th e sinks 
and water closets. "vVe were forced to depend en tire ly 
on cesspools; for convalescents, ordinary privies wi th 
sha ll ow vau lts. These were kep t perfectly free from 
offensive odor by the frequent use of dry powdered peat. 
As soo n as a cess-pool was filled it was cleaned. under the 
use of deodorizers, and a ne w one constructed . The ban-
dages from patients with gangrene were burned. The 
grounds were kept perfectly free from any offensive 
accumulations. Soon after the surrender o t the army of 
Northern Virginia, early in Apri l, r865, orders were re-
ceived from the War Departme nt to clo e the hospital as 
soon as the men under treatment and the conva lescent s 
cou ld be discharged. This was not accomp li shed until 
Nove~ber, r865. During this m nth the hospital prop-
erty was sold at a uction and the bui ldings turned over to 
the Quarterma ter's Department. I have written at 
some length on this portion of my subject, as a history of 
the State Hospital would be far from complete without a 
histrny of the Knight Genera l Ho~pital. 
From the repo rt of th e Executive Committee of th e 
Hartford Hospital, it ap pears that in consequence o f " th e 
terribl e accident at the car factory in r854, th e citizens of 
Hartfo rd were first aroused to th e importa nce ot a H os-
pital." It is somewhat strange that they had not before 
this seen the necessity of hospital accommodations. With 
a populati o n of at least 30,000 th e necessity for hospital 
accommodations for the sick poor o f th e ir city and to wn 
must .hav e been apparent to th e most supe rficial ob erv er. 
But it was, at last, the duty, and I have no doubt th e 
pleasure, of the med ica l gent leman who compo eel and 
presented th e report of th e executiv e committee in 187 1, 
Dr. Geo. B. Hawley, to bring the subj ect to th e attention 
of th e citizens of Hartford. Th e first meeting o f citizens 
was held in May, 1864, when a committee wa s ap1 ointed 
to prepare a constitution and charter, and report to a sub-
sequent meeting. Th e charter was submitted to the 
General Assembly, who, at their Mayse sian, r854, incor-
porated th e Hartford H ospital. The act o f incorporation 
is as follows: 
ACT I NCORPORATING TITE HARTFORD H OSPITAL. 
R esolved, by t/u Senate and House of R epresentatives iu Ce11n·al Assembly conveued: 
SEc. r. Tha t David Watkinson, Ebeneze r Flower, A. S. Beckwith, S. S. 
Ward, A. W. Butler, A.M. Collin s, Wm. T. Lee, Job Allyn, Samuel Colt , 
Jam es B. Crosby, Albe rt Day, Chester Adams, J ames G. Boll es, George 
Beach, Tho mas Smith, Jonathan Goodwin, A. W . Birge, Lu ci us Barbour, and 
C harl es T. Hillyer, and all such perso ns as [are) from time to tim e associated 
with them, for the purpose of es tab li shing and mainta ining a hospital in the 
city of Hartford, and their successors, be, and th ey are hereby are, incorpor. 
ated for said purpose, and made a body co rpora te a nd politic, by th e name 
of the H artford H ospital, a nd by that name sha ll be capable of s uing and 
being s ued, plead ing a nd bei ng impl eaded , a nd may purch ase, take, receive, 
hold, sell and convey e tate, rea l and p ersonal, to s uch a n a mo unt as may be 
necessa ry for the p urposes of said co rporation ; may have a com mon seal, 
and th e same may alte r and change a t pleasure, a nd may make and execute 
such by-laws and regulations, no t co ntrary to the Jaws of thi s Sta te o r of the 
Un ited States, as sha ll be deemed necessary for th e we11 o rd e ring and co n-
duc ting th e concern s of sa id corpo ra ti on. 
SEC. 2. Tha t said co rporation sha ll be governed by th e following a rti c les: 
ART. 1. This corpora tion sha ll be ca ll ed the Hartford Hospita l. Persons 
co ntri bu ting for th e use of th e co rpora ti on a t a ny one tim e th e s um o f fift y 
dollars. sha ll be members for life. Persons contribu ting th e sum of fiv e 
hundred dollars sha11 be vice-p res id ents for life, and also directors for life ; 
those con tributin g two hundred dollars sha ll be direc to rs fo r life; those 
twen ty-fi ve dollars shall be members fo r fi ve years, and those ten dollars 
shall be members for one year. 
ART. 2. Tn order th e better to ca rry into effec t th e objec t of the sa id cor-
poration, th e members the reof shall, a t a n a nnual meeting, to be held a t such 
t ime a nd place as th e by-laws of th e said corpo ra ti on sha ll direc t and appo int, 
e lec t from th eir own numbe r, by ball o t, and by a majority of the votes given 
at such e lection, twelve persons as directors of the said corpora ti on ; a nd the 
persons so elected, toge th er with th e mayor of th e c ity o f H a rtfo rd for th e 
tim e being, hall co nstitute a board of d irec tors. Th e direc to rs so e lec ted 
shall hold their offices for one year, and until o th ers a re e lec ted in th e ir 
places. [n case of any vacancy in the board, th e re mainder of the directors 
sh all have power to fill s uch vacancy until the nex t e lect ion. 
ART. 3. Th e board of directors sha ll, ann uall y, as soon as may be con-
ven ient afte r the said a nnu al elec tion, e lec t by ball ot , fro m among their own 
numbe rs, a president, a vice-pres id e nt, a nd sha ll a lso e lec t a sec re ta ry a nd a 
treasurer, who sha ll ho ld th e ir offices for one yea r, an d until others a re 
elec ted in th eir stead. But as ma ny direc tors may be chosen as th ere may 
be direc to rs by subscription. 
ART. 4· The said board of direc to rs sha11 have power to ma nage and con-
d uct a ll th e h usi ness and concerns of the corpora ti on , an d to ma ke such laws 
as may be necessary for the management and disposition of the es tate and 
concerns of th e co rporation , a nd to appoi nt such officers and servants as 
they may deem necessary. Th e med ical office rs, including a ll a tt en ding and 
consulting physicians and surgeons, shall be ap]:lointed a nnu ally. V acancies 
occurring befo re the expiratio n of a year from th e tim e of a ny appointment, 
shall be fill ed by the direc tors , as soon as the same can conveni en tly be done. 
ART. S· A majority of the co rpora tors sha11 call the fi rs t mee t ing fo r the 
e lecti on o f officers, a t such time and place in th e ci ty of H a rtford as they 
sha ll appoi nt , g ivi ng three days' noti ce th ereof, by publi shing the sa me in the 
dai ly papers o f the c ity ; and th e a nnu al meetin g of sai d corpora ti on shall be 
held a t s uch tim e a nd place, and on such noti ce, as shall be fix ed by the by-
laws of said corpo ra ti on. 
SEc. 3· This ac t may be a ltered, amended, or repealed by the General 
Assembly. 
ss 
Be it macted by tile Senate and lfouse uf R epresentatives in Genera! Asse11tbly 
convened: 
Th a t all prope rty, real or personal, which has been, or may be, granted or 
given to" The Hartford Hosp ital," and by th e m inves ted and he ld, fo r the 
use of said In stitution , sha ll, w!th th e in come th ereof, remain exempt from 
taxat ion . 
Providd, tha t the property of the di rec tors of said institution shall not be 
exempt from taxati on. 
Approved, Jun e 25, rSs6. 
In 1857 "the corne r-stone of the Hospital was laid by 
the Governor, in the prese nce of the Legislature" and a 
a large number o f th e citizens of Hartford. In r859 the 
buildi ng was co mpl eted, and a meeting was held to ina u-
gura te the H ospital. The Hon. T . M. Allyn, Mayor of 
the city, \\-;as chosen as chairman, and opened the exercises 
with app ropriate remarks after prayer by the Rev. R. M. 
Abercrombie. The remarks of Mayor Allyn were fol-
lowed by a n address from the fatlz er of the H os pital, Dr. 
G. B. Hawley. in which he a lluded to the history of hos-
pitals from r emote an tiquity . He stated that hospitals 
for the care of the sick and wounded originated in the 
humanizing and heavenly influences of Christianity. 
After making proper allusions to the hospitals of England 
a nd France that were establish ed at an early date, he very 
properly mentions th e two first es tablished in this country: 
the New York Hospital , founded in rnr, and the Massa-
chusetts General H osp ital in r8 IO, and says, "These in-
stitutions are equal in every respect to the best European 
infirmaries." I cannot do better than to give you the full 
t ext of Dr. Hawley's paper, so far as it relates to hospital 
construction, although it does not fully meet my views on 
the subject: 
" In our hea ting arrangements we are even superior, 
and are not inferi or in ventilation and general arrange-
mei1ts. Many of the foreign institutions have been en-
larged a nd perfected, as experience has developed the 
importa nce of these improvements. Our institutions are 
planned and constructed with all the improvements in 
the arrangement of the building, together with the heat-
L 
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in g a nd ve ntil at io n, which has been proved to be necessa ry, 
through the long experience of European in stitutio ns. 
W e should not o nl y protit by thi s experience in th e 
co n truction o f hosp it:1.l s, but we s ho uld a lso lea rn to 
gove rn th e m, fro m those th a t hav e been success ful. 
It has been proved by W ende ll Phillips that the modern 
ages, with all of th e ir bo:lsted skill and super io rity , have 
presented but o ne :nvention, na mely printing , which was 
not kn ow n to the a ncie nts. 
The only difference whi c'h exa lts the mode rns so fa r 
above th e ancie nts, is th at th ese inv enti ons a re know n and 
used by the many, when formerly th ey were kn ow n only 
to the few. 
The same is true in rega rd to hea ting and ventilation. 
Among th e most anc ie nt hea ting arrangements is th e 
H ypoca ust , o f th e a ncient Greeks and Romans, which is 
thu s described by Dr. J o hn W atson, in an add ress deliv-
e red a t th e ew York Hospital, February 8, 1851 : • Its 
name is de ri \' ed from th e brick-kiln. The primary con-
stru ctio n of th e one is essen ti a lly th e sa me as that of the 
o th e r ,- both alike co nsisting o f an imme nse mass of mason 
work, underlaid with flu es, for the diffusion of heat, with 
no provisions for the withdrawal of s mo ke o r vapor. 
The H ypoca ust was firs t e mployed fo r heatin g bathing-
rooms a nd suda tori es, but afterwards fo r warming private 
dwellings. It w:1. s withvut chimney and without flues, 
fo r the transmissio n of hea t to th e departments above it, 
a t least during th e comb ust ion of fu e l. 
Its mo uth o r entrance was a t the o uter wall, and thro ugh 
thi s s moke escapes as from th e mouth o f a n oven. The 
heat im parted to its mass of brick a nd sto ne was transmit-
ted by low cond uc ti on thro ug h th e tile , or marble pave-
ment, to the room above. In some o f its mo re compli-
ca ted fo rm s, there were co ncea led flues rising in th e wall 
to th e fir st or seco nd story, but with no outlet at the top. 
ln ot he rs th ese flu es, a ft e r th e fires beneath them had 
ceased to glow, could be opened by the re mova l of a lid 
or cove r, and thus they allowed the warm air issuing 
through th e m to enter the upper apartments. 
Th ese cumbro us furnaces we re , o f co urse, subj ect to 
freq ue nt leakages . The E mp eror Julian, in 331, by a d e -
fect in o ne o f th e m, a nd th e exh a la tio n of vapo r thro ug h 
th e wall s o f hi s c ha mbe r , was co mpl ete ly ove rpo we red 
a nd hi s life was o nl y saved by speedily re mo vin g him 
in to th e o pe n a ir . Hi s successo r, Io vi a n, in 364. is sa id to 
have bee n suffocated by th e fum es o f a furn ace , whil e 
s leep ing in a close a partm e nt.' 
Th e impe rfecti o ns o f th e H y poc:1Ust ca used it to be 
supe rsed ed by th e foc us o r bras ie r, whi c h was placed in 
th e cente r o f th e roo m, th e s mo ke and gases esca pin g 
thro ug h th e loopho les in th e roo f, o r thro ug h th e o pe n 
wind o ws. 
The castl es o f th e Eng li sh N o rman s were wa rm ed by 
th e fir e placed in d ee p recesses in th e wa ll s, the smoke 
esca ping thro ug h th e o pe n turre ts o r win do ws, until 
c himn eys we re in ve nted by th e Ita li a ns in th e early part 
o f th e fo urteenth ce ntury. 
Th e wa te r furn ace , whi c h is regard ed as o f recent 
in ve nti on a nd is co nsid e red a t th e prese nt tim e as o ne of 
th e most ad mira bl e mea ns of ge ne ra ting heat , was pro b-
ab ly u sed b y th e E gy pti a ns in ha t c hing eggs. In th e 
la tte r p a rt o f th e pas t ce nt ury it was used in Fra nce fo r 
th e sa me purpose, unde r th e na me o f th e B o hemi a n 
Chi c ke n Sto ve. It was first e mpl oyed in En g la nd by th e 
M a rqui s Ch a ba nnes as ea rl y a s 1816, a nd cla im ed as hi s 
ow n in ve nti o n. Th e stea m a p pa ra tu s has bee n used in 
its va rious fo rm s fo r th e purpose o f heating buildings, 
fro m th e tim e o f M r . \Va tt , th e g rea t improve r of th e 
s t ea m e ng in e, eve n to th e prese nt tim e . As early a s 
1784- 5 it was used fo r th e p u rpose o f heating dw e lling 
ho uses, by a ll ow ing th e stea m to escap e, thu s e vo lving 
its la te nt hea t. The ho use o f D r . With e ring , o f Binning-
ha m , was hea ted by steam pass ing thro ug h me talli c 
pipes, s uccess full y app li ed. by ~oulto n , in 179 5. . 
In 179 1, M r. H oy le, o f H a llfax, En g land , obta m ed a 
pa t eh t fo r heating by stea m pipe: , di stributed throu g h 
th e d iffe r e nt dw e lling a partme nts, 111 much th e sa me man-
ne r as at th e prese nt tim e. 
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Thus we see our most improved mod es o f heatin g ha ve 
bee n kn ow n fo r ma ny g ene ra ti ons , a nd th e o nly differ-
e nce be t ween th e modes o f heat ing in th e p rese nt ge ne ra-
tio n a nd th e past , is that fo rm e rl y th eir improve ments 
we re kn ow n o nly to th e few, but a t th e prese nt tim e th ey 
a re co mmo n and in g-e neral use . 
The a ppli a nces fo r tem pe ring summ e r heat , a nd for 
ve ntil a ting buildings, as used by ages th a t a re pas t , a re 
still more num e ro us. I sha ll no t d escri be th e ma ny 
desig ns for ve ntil a ti on which ha ve bee n tes ted , a nd .which 
expe ri e nce has pro ved unw o rth y o f publi c a ttenti o n. 
I sha ll onl y d escribe th ose tw o form s whi c h at the 
p resent tim e ha ve receiv ed th e sa nc ti on o f community, 
a nd whi c h a re th e ones adopted by most o f our publi c 
instituti ons. 
Th ese t wo forms are t!term al a nd fo?'Ced ve ntil a ti on. 
The sys te m of do wnwa rd th erm a l, o r na tura l ve ntila ti on, 
was dev ised in 1826, and was received with g r eat fa vo r 
by most o f our in stitutions. It was a g rea t improve me nt 
o n a ll the pas t. Thi s fo rm o f ventil a tion consists in 
in t rod uc ing fresh air thro ug h sha ft s o p e n at a di sta nce 
fro m th e building, o r thro ugh its wa lls. This cQld a ir 
being heated by a furnace in th e base me nt, ascends by its 
ow n specifi c g rav ity be ing lessened by hea t , thro ug h 
appropri a te flu es, a nd is admitted into th e roo m nea r th e 
ceiling . As th e a ir cools in th e roo m, it g radually 
desce nds a nd is received thro ug h· o pe nings near th e fl oo r, 
a nd carri ed o ff thro ug h the fo ul air flu es, whi c h o pe n a t 
t he top o f th e building. E x pe rie nce has fo und th at this 
syste m of draw ing off the fo ul a ir is in suffi c ient to main-
tain a health y a tm osphe re in th e wa rds o f a hospita l. 
In 1849, H ospital Gang rene compe ll ed th e N e w Y ork 
H ospital to cha nge fro m this system of ve ntila ti on t o one 
mor e effi cie nt. 
Th e ex ha la tions o f the sick , pass ing from th e body , a t 
fir st ascend , but th ey are the n fo rced do wnw a rds by d e-
scend in g c urre nts, a nd . a r e r epeatedl y inha led by the 
pa ti e nts as th ey li e nea r th e fl oo r. Th e sys te m of fo r ced 
ventila ti on, as ad op ted by m <J. ny o f our in stituti o ns, is 
accomplished by means of a fan, which is caused to rotate 
by stea m power. Thi s is the most effic ient means of ven-
tilat ion in th ose institutions which employ a steam engi ne. 
A ny amount o f fresh air that is necessa ry t o purify the 
wards of a hospita l, ca n be forced through th e co ld a ir 
shaft into the hot air chamber in the basement; a fte r be it:J g 
properly heated the sa me powe r co ntinu es to force the 
heated ai r th ro ugh approp ri ate Ru es into th e respective 
wards. 
The syste m of forced ventilation by th e means of a fa n, 
was first used in the sixtee nth century to fo rce p ure a ir 
into mines. 
In order th a t we may better comprehe nd the importa nce 
of ventilation, it is necessary to demo nstrate the amount 
of ma tte r which is continu a lly pa sing from tbe urface 
of th e body in th e form of vapor. Th e dail y amo unt of 
pulmonary a nd cutaneo us matter passing off from the 
lungs and skin is g r ea te r than the renel a nd abdom in al 
discharges. It is demonstrated by an ab le report, b_v 
J osep h M. Sm ith , M.D., and published by the American 
Medical Association, I8jo, and proved by e laborate 
experim en ts, that a hea lthy ad ul t, of ord inary size, throws 
off from hi s lungs and skin every twenty-four hour , 
about fo rty oun ces of effete matter; of thi s ten penny-
weights is composed of animal matter. From th ese facts 
we lea rn that a family of ten individuals, w.ho are confin ed 
about one-half of th e tim e in a badly ventilated room, 
would in o ne month throw off in the form of vapor with-
in th ei r dwelling, pulmonary and cutaneous ex ha lations 
to the amount of 375 lbs., and in one yea r , 4,500 lbs. 
Much of thi s exhalation is composed of animal matter, 
which is soon precipitated in the apartm ents where it is 
generated. 
If we assum e this building to accomm odate fifty pa-
ti ents, and estimate the same amo unt of ex ha lation fmm 
th e sick as from well persons, th en the a mount of cuta ne-. 
ous and pulmonary ex halations, every tw enty -four hours, 
wo uld amo unt to 125 lbs.; in one mnnth it would amou nt 
to 3,750 lbs., and in one year to 45,000 lbs. This amount 
of e ffe te matte r , passing off in the form of vapor, is con-
tinu a ll y filling the apa rtm ents of the well, a nd to a mu ch 
greate r degree those of the sick. Com mo n a ir mix ed 
with one-tenth part of th ese gases is rendered unfit for 
an im al life. The decompositio n of thi s matter is suffici ent 
to acco unt for the many contagio us diseases which are 
continually developed in the crowded a nd un ve ntilated 
parts of our ci ti es. 
From these seeds of co ntam inatio n, diseases, when once 
generated, continue to extend, until not onl y cit ies, but 
whole co untri es are ca ll ed to mourn fo r their num e rous 
dead. 
vVh e n '"e app ly these principles to the sick, we mu st 
consider that they are not on ly confi ned to th e sa me apart-
ment ni g ht and day,a nd the a mount of ex halati o n g rea tly 
increased from ickness, but t hat there is a mu c h larger 
proportion of anima l matter contai ned in these ex halati ons. 
Anima l life is supported by continu a lly taking into the 
lun g a certain amo unt of a ir, either pure or vitiated fro m 
vari o us ca uses. This air ci rcu lates through the air-ce lls 
of the lun gs, where it imparts to the blood, thro ug h a 
de li cate membrane, th e oxygen of th e a tm osp here; also, 
any contamination which may be contained in th e air, a nd 
it takes from the blood its excess of carbon. If th e atmo-
sphere inhal ed is im pure, or impregnated with contagious 
matte r, th e bl ood immediately becoming vitiated, passes 
through the ci rcu lation, and diffues, through every part 
of the body, any poisonous matter which may have been 
contained in th e atmosp here. 
The amo unt of blood contai ned in the veins and arteries 
of a com mon-sized ad ult is abo ut twenty-four pints. This 
amount of blood passes through the heart and lungs 
every three minutes . The amount of blood which passes 
throug h th e lungs of an adu lt eve ry hour is sixty ga ls.; 
in t we nty-four hours 1,440 ga ls.; in one month 43,200 gals.; 
in one year 518,400, or 8,640 hh ds. If the same es timate 
be made for fifty ad ult persons, which is the capacity of 
our present building, the amo unt of blood whi c h passes 
through their hearts and lungs in o ne hour is 3,000 ga ls.; 
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111 one day 72,000 gals.; in one year 25,92o,ooo ga ls., or 
432,000 hhds. of blood. 
W he n we conte mpla te this ri ve r of blood whi ch is 
fl ow ing thro ug h th e hum a n syste m, be in g res to red to 
healthy ac ti o n, or impreg nated" with co nta mina ti o n, as it 
co mes in contac t with h ea lthy o r viti at ed a tm os phere, we 
ca n form so me faint idea o f th e importance o f thoro ug h 
ve ntil a ti o n. 
vVh en we examin e th e apartm ents of th e sick and des ti-
tute, a nd in ma ny cases of th ose in th e mid d le wa lks of 
life, we find th a t th e ir ill- ve ntil a ted apa rtm ents a re suffi-
ci e nt t o counterac t a ll benefit whi ch mig ht be received 
fr o m skillful ph ysic ia ns a nd fa ith ful nurs~ ." 
In 1855 the locati o n of th e H ospita l was se lec ted as a 
pe rm anent site for th e H os pita l. 
The H ospita l is built o f fr ee-stone fro m th e q ua rri es in 
P o rtl a nd , Conn. ln th e o rig ina l gro un d pl a n o f the H os-
pita l the ce nte r building a nd o ne wing we re only prov ided 
fo r . Th e ce nte r buil d in g is 210 fee t front by 72 fee t dee p. 
' 'The entra nce ha ll is 12 fee t wi de a nd run s directly for-
wa rd 28 fee t , until it meets th e center wa ll, wh e n it turn s 
a t rig ht a ng les to the rig ht a nd le ft, until it a rri ves a t th e 
main s ta irway , whi c h co nn ects the ce nte r building to the 
wings. On e ith e r side of th e ma in entra nce is th e supe r-
inte nd e nt 's roo m a nd receptio n roo m. Th e second story 
is a rra nged fo r th e co nve ni e nce o f th e offi cers o f th e in-
stitutio n." The base me nt in this H os pita l is used for 
culina ry purposes, and th e ge nera l arrange me nt is th e 
sa me as th e H ospita l a t New H ave n. 
\IVhe n th e o rig ina l plan is co mpleted , th e re will be fo ur 
win gs, each suffic ient to acco mm odate fift y pa ti e nts; t wo 
wings ex te nd 1ng o n e ither side o f th e ce nte r building, 14 
fee t d is ta nt, a nd co nn ec ted wit h th e ce nter build ing by 
th e ma in s ta irway. Th e tw o ot he r wings will be pa ra lle l 
with th e fo rm er , fi fty feet d ista nt, a nd co nn ected by a 
corri do r ; eac h w in g is I !3 fee t 6 in. lo ng, a nd 'va ry in 
width fro m ·3 r fee t 6 in . to 44 fee t 6 in. , tw o stori es hig h , 
with seven-foot base me nt. Co nnected with th e wa rds is 
a refec tory with necessary a pp liances, roo ms for nurses, a 
ward for specia l cases, close t fo r th e c lothing o f pati ents . 
Th e water c lose ts are as far removed fro m the ward as 
circum stan ces will perm it. Commodious bath roo ms are 
attached to each ward. The building is li g hted with gas 
through out. Hot a nd co ld water is distributed through 
the buil di ng. In eac h ward a re rooms for private pa tients. 
The bui lding is hea ted with Brown's hot water furnace. 
lt is c la imed that thi s mode of heating is more economica l 
than a ny othe r . Th e venti lators in the wards are soar-
ranged that th e fou l a ir of th e wards is passed off to the 
foul a ir chambers in the attic, where it escapes throug h 
th e venti la ting sha ft , heated by s team pipes, for th e pur-
pose of mak in g a!l upward draft. This is, without doubt, 
a good sys tem of ventilation, be ing th e same in principle 
a tha t in use at th e New Haven H ospital. Each pa tient 
in this 1-Iosp ita l is furnish ed with 1,417 cubic fe et of space 
when not crowded. 
There has bee n contr ibuted to the Hartfo rd Hospital 
by th e c iti ze ns of H artford, $280,700. 
The si te for th e H ospi ta l cos t $ r6,7 54. Th e original 
bui ldings, inc lu d in g plumbing, heating appa ratus, sewer-
age, etc., cos t $31,417. Th e receipts of th e Hospital 
sin ce its organiza ti on up to 1859 have bee n $45,448.03. 
The subscriptions have been co nfin ed main ly to the city 
a nd town of H a rtto rd and vicinity . In r86o the Leg-
islat ure made an appropria ti on of $z,ooo to defray the 
expe nses of th ':! sick a nd indige nt a t the H ospital from 
various parts of th e State. ln r86r this was mad e an 
an nua l app ropriati on. Pati ents are received from a ll por-
ti on o f the State at a small compensati on. The cost of 
prov idin g for th e poor sick is much greater than all the• 
compensation received fro m the L egislat ure. Both the 
H osp ita ls a t Hartfo rd a nd N e w H ave n a re forced to call 
o n th ose to wn s wh o send patients to the H osp ita l to bear 
, a portion of th e expe nse. In thi s way th e State app.ro-
priat ion is mad e to ex tend its benefits to a much larger 
number. , 
As Dr. H awley says, it is for th e eco no my of the State 
to co ntinu e th eir inte rf'st in our instituti o n. The same 
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remark will apply with equal force to the New Haven 
Hospital. The hospitals are both managed without cost , 
medical and surgical attendance free, With buildings 
and land for the Hartford Hospital, costing $r88,49S-6o, 
with a fund amounting to $r 53,50b, the income of which 
can only be used for the current expenses, where the sick 
are received and provided with every attention that can 
aid their recovery, and supported for much less than the 
simple cost of board. 
After a full consideration of the matter of beds the 
managers o l this Hospital have adopted the woven wire 
mattrf SS, with iron frame. These mattresses are cheap 
and require no covering but blankets to protect the pa-
tients from the wire, They are free from vermin, are 
durable, and never sag or settle. 
The length of the center building, with the two wings, 
is 303 feet , and accommodates r so patients. The perma-
nent fund of the Jlos pital amounts to $153,500. For 
building purposes, contributed by citizens, $ 127,200, mak-
ing a total , by citizens, of $280,700, including the perma-
nent fund, 
The total number of patients admitted to the Hospital 
since it was opened, is 4,503; died, 568. Cases of erysip-
elas, pyemia , gangrene and puerperal fever have occa-
sionally appeared, but not from local causes. 
I have thus given a history of both the Hospitals in the 
State, and am happy to be able to say that they are both 
meeting the wishes and ex?ectations of thos~ interested 
in their management. It IS earnestly the wish of those 
connected with these institutions, that our State and citi-
zens will continue to extend their aid to them, and thus 
enable th e m to receive a ll the sick poor who may apply 
for admission to either Hospital. 
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